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Dear Friends, 

I pray this letter finds you savoring these summer days — basking in sunshine, finding moments of 

rest, and connecting with God’s creation. As we prepare to step into the rhythm of fall, I feel a 

renewed energy rising in our congregation —for God is moving powerfully through the 

mission work of our church. And as your pastor, I want to take a moment to not only celebrate 

but also invite you into all that’s unfolding — because you are an essential part of it. 

Mission Isn’t a Program — It’s a Way of Life 

Here at FPCP, being mission minded is one of our core values. But our mission is not just a series of 

events or even a line item in the budget. It is a calling to be the hands and feet of Christ in 

the world. Whether it’s volunteering at the Thrift Shop, or at VBS, or taking the time to gift school 

supplies to a student in need, every act of love is a living sermon. 

Where We’ve Been… 

In this combined newsletter, you can read about the time gifted in the service of others in our local 

schools through Kids Hope.  Our members have also been serving God throughout  the summer 

months by volunteering at the Thrift Shop and at VBS.  Our members have been providing for the 

needs of others in Ypsilanti, in Detroit, and have travelled as far as Nashville and Colorado in 

mission outreach events.   

Where We’re Going… 

This fall, we’re launching new opportunities to go deeper and reach wider: 

1. Mission Focus Sundays – Beginning August 10th, with our guest preacher the Rev Dr. 

Davidson Chifungo from Malawi and concluding on October 26th with our Share Fair Sunday, 

we will focus our attention on God’s calling to us all to serve in mission.  We will be learning from 

our own church members what happened when they said Yes to God’s call upon their lives. 

2. All-Church Mission Day – September 27th–No matter how young or old you may be, save 

this date! There is church wide mission project being held on Saturday September 27th, which we 

hope everyone in our church will be involved in.  We will be packing  40,000 meals on that day and 

we will need over 100 volunteers to work in shifts.  Inside this newsletter you will find details about 

this event for Kids Coalition Against Hunger. 
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You Are Part of God’s Work 

Friends, I believe God is writing a beautiful story through First Pres Plymouth, and 

mission is at the heart of it. The gospel doesn’t call us to stay put — it sends us out. And I see in you 

the courage, creativity, and compassion to follow where Christ leads. 

Let’s step boldly into this season, ready to serve, to love, and to live generously. Whether you’re a 

longtime volunteer or someone looking for your first opportunity to plug in, there is room at the 

table. Your presence matters. Your gifts matter. Your heart for others matters. 

May we continue to be a church rooted in Christ and reaching out in love — to our 

neighborhood and the nations. 

With gratitude and hope, 

Emily 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE JUNE 16, 2025 STATED SESSION MEETING 
 
Minister’s Comments:  
Reverend Ashley expressed her sincere appreciation for the efforts of the committees this year and for the 5 
years which she has been Associate Pastor at FPCP. 
 
Reverend Campbell thanked each of the outgoing Elders for their contributions the last 3 years. 
Purchases of niches in the Columbarium have been very active since the expansion this year. 
Four Stephen Ministers have completed a rigorous 18-week training course and they will be commissioned 
Sunday: Kris Black, Patti Devine, Glenn Anderson and Kim Pierson.   
 
Building and Grounds: Two contractors have looked at our proposed ramp from the parking lot to the 
Narthex.   The Session consensus was to continue to get more quotes. 
The church will be closed for deep cleaning of carpets and floors July 8,9, and 10. 
 
Christian Education The Child and Youth Director positions were filled for the complete year 
CE has a goal to work more with Member Connect and Local Mission and to integrate their input into 
Children and Youth training. Thirty eight children have signed up for VBS 
Student attendance is increasing.  Communication has improved with parents.   
The Child Protection policy has been updated. 
 
Finance/Endowment: We are still ahead of budget to date, but they will continue to monitor. 
Thrift Shop revenue has continued to be strong. 
 
Human Resources: The HR Handbook was completed and is being reviewed by outside experts 

 
Local Mission: Volunteers are needed at Crossroads June 26 and at the Second Mile Ctr Aug 12. 
 
Member Connect: Plans to make visitors to our services feel welcome included gift bags and recognition 
from the pulpit.  MC is still looking into how to get them more involved with FPCP. 
QR codes are in the pews, allowing visitors to learn more about us with a click of their phone. 
Participation in Kellogg Park events will continue and more opportunities will be searched out. 
More online hosts will be welcoming visitors to our live streaming services.  
 
National/International Mission:  
Davidson Chifungo will be here in August and will preach on Sunday August 10. 
 
Stewardship: Plans for the Share Fair are going very well, and he appreciates the great help from all 
committees. There are now 34 displays, and he will work with B&G on the floor plan. 
 
Worship: Music scores for 71 anthems were purchased with help from the Jerry Smith endowment. 
Chris and Kylee will perform at a September 28 outdoor concert planned by the Deacons. 
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Gracious and Loving God, we praise you for the joy, energy, and love you poured into our church family 
this summer. Thank you for the gift of Vacation Bible School and our theme of “Hero Hotline” that 
reminded us all that the greatest superpower is learning to love others the way you first loved us. We 
give thanks for the children who attended—each one a unique reflection of your light and joy. Their 
laughter, curiosity, and kindness made us smile and filled our evenings with delight.  
 
We also thank you for the many volunteers who gave of their time and talents to make VBS possible. 
Through their creativity, patience, and care, they showed what it means to be everyday heroes in your 
kingdom. 
 
We are equally grateful for the youth and adult leaders who traveled to Nashville on their mission trip. 
Thank you for their willingness to serve—especially in the heat—and for their open hearts as they 
worked alongside organizations that care for those experiencing poverty. We praise you for the lessons 
learned, the compassion shared, and the ways they witnessed your Spirit moving through the city. 
Continue to bless this mission team as they prepare to lead worship and share more about their trip 
with on Sunday, August 17  
 
Lord, we ask that the seeds planted this summer—through every story told, every act of service, and 
every relationship formed—would take root and grow. May they blossom throughout the coming 
program year and bear fruit in the lives of these children and youth for years to come. 
 
Strengthen our church family to continue walking in love, serving with joy, and following wherever you 
lead. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


