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Dear Friends,  
 
Welcome to the November/ December Newsletter!  
 
Recognizing that this year, the space between Thanksgiving and Christmas is as minimal as it can 
ever be, it seemed fitting to plan ahead and make this particular edition of our monthly newsletter 
cover the events taking place both in November and December.  We hope that this will be a guide 
and a blessing to those of you who like to plan ahead. 
 
Right now, it’s difficult to plan ahead knowing that our country is about to face impending change.   
As I write this, the 2024 Presidential election is still ahead of us.  The press say that this particular 
election is too close to predict.   
 
In the midst of great uncertainty, and an unknown future, we do what God’s people have always 
done:  we cry out to God in prayer.   
 
I hope you will join us as we pray through this change and all the changes life throws our way. 

On Wednesday, November 6th  from  7:00 pm-8:00 pm in the Sanctuary, we will 
have the opportunity to pray for peace in our country following the election and to pray for 
others currently in need.  
 
On Wednesday, November 13th  from 7:00 pm -8:30 pm in the Upper Room, we 
will discuss how to care for others through all the changes of life.  
 

Our church’s Stephen Ministry is sponsoring anadult education opportunity which is free 
and open to both our church members and to the community at large. 
 

Patricia Johnson  will be our guest speaker.  She is a board-certified hospital chaplain 
with over 15 years of combined hospital and hospice experience.  She is also a Spiritual 
Director, and a Commissioned Ruler Elder within the Presbytery of Detroit.   Pat is also 
the author of the 2021 book Listening for Life:  Cultivating the Courage to Connect.  She 
will be speaking on Listening for Life:  Setting the Bruised Heart Free.   
 
This speaking engagement is for anyone who has been or will at some time serve as a 
caregiver to parents, spouse, children, or others.  Our wonderful Deacons are 
providing a light supper prior to this speaking event in the church’s Dining 
Room from 6:00 pm -7:00 pm.   
 

Friends, change is hard; but prayer and fellowship and the ministry of caring for one another is a 
blessing in the midst of  uncertainty.   
 
I thank God for the blessing of this church and your part in it, 
Emily 
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November and December 2024 Worship Schedule 
 

Our 9:30 am Sanctuary service is a traditional service* 
Our 11:15 am service is an acoustic service held in our Upper Room 

 
 

Sundays in November: 
(November begins a new sermon series on Heavenly Questions) 
 
Nov. 3, 2024    St. Andrew’s Sunday and Communion celebrated at both services. 
                             Daylight Savings Sunday  (Fall back).   
                             Rev. Campbell is preaching on “Heaven: How Can I Be Sure?” 
 
Nov. 10, 2024   Rev. Campbell will be preaching on “Heaven:  What Will It Be Like?” 
                                Special Music in Sanctuary provided by: Carole Moon and Chris DuPont 
 
Nov. 17, 2024   Rev. Campbell will be preaching on “Heaven: Will We Know One Another?” 
 
Nov. 24, 2024   Thanksgiving Sunday.  Joyful Ringers lead music in Sanctuary. 
                               Rev. Campbell/ Ashley  is preaching on “Heaven:  Enjoying the Blessing” 
 
At 4 pm on Sunday, November 24th   Thanksgiving Festival.  
                                Our Chancel Choir, The Joyful Ringers, and our ministers are all taking part in 
                                  this special service held at the Plymouth First United Methodist Church 
                                  located at 45201 N Territorial Rd, Plymouth, MI 48170. 
 
Sundays in December: 
(December begins a new sermon series on - Sensing God in Christmas) 
 
Sunday, December 1, 2024    First Sunday in Advent.  Communion Service at both services. 
             Preaching Theme:  SENSING the HOPE of Christmas.  Rev. Ashley is preaching.   
 
Sunday, December 8, 2024   Second Sunday in Advent. Chancel Choir Concert in Sanctuary (9:30 
am)  
              Preaching Theme:  HEARING the JOY of Christmas.  Rev. Campbell is preaching. 
 
Sunday, December 15, 2024  Third Sunday in Advent. Children’s Christmas Pageant  (9:30 am)  
             Preaching Theme:  SEEING the LOVE of God in a Child.  Rev. Ashley is preaching 
  
Sunday, December 22, 2024   Fourth Sunday on Advent.  
               Preaching Theme:  TOUCHING the PEACE of God.  Rev. Campbell is preaching. 
                                                               
At 7 :00 pm on Sunday December 22nd .  The Longest Night Communion Service. 
                 Rev. Ashley is preaching, and special music supplied by: Chris DuPont and Kylee Philipps 
 
Tuesday, December 24th, Christmas Eve Services will be held at 5 pm, 8 pm, and 11 pm  
                 ALL Christmas Eve services will be held in the sanctuary. 
                  Rev. Campbell will be preaching at all three services on SENSING God at Christmas. 
                  At 5 pm soloists with the Brass Quintet will supply the music 
                  At 8 pm the Chancel Choir with the Brass Quintet will supply the music 
                  At 11 pm Chris DuPont and Kylee Phillips and friends will supply the music 
 
Sunday December 29th is an on-line service only.  

 Beginning at 9:30 am you can watch through our website or Facebook or YouTube a brand-new 
service put together in advance that is full of surprises as we TASTE the joy of Christmas. 

               
 * The Chancel Choir sings every Sunday in the Sanctuary unless other music is noted. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE October 19, 2024 STATED SESSION MEETING 
 
Minister’s Comments:  
Rev Campbell reported that we will have 2 prayer sessions, praying for peace in our country and 
around the world.  The sessions will be the Wednesdays before and after the election (October 30 
and November 6, 2024 at 7:00 PM). 
There will be a Caregiving discussion the following Wednesday November 13 at 7:00 PM.  Pat 
Johnson will be a guest speaker. 
 
Building and Grounds:  Existing bushes are covering our new digital electronic sign from traffic 
heading east.  They will be trimmed to allow clear view of the sign. 
 
Christian Education:  Thanks to all who participated in the Trunk or Treat activity and to B&G for 
parking lot traffic control to assure a safe activity. 
 
Member Connect:  7 people have completed the Membership Exploration class and would like to 
become members of FPCP. 
 
National/International Mission:  Contributions from the Congregation have already been made to 
cover 423 Bibles for Malawi families who do not have a bible in the home.  It is OK to go over the 
original goal of 500 Bibles since there are plenty of homes in need. 
 
Worship:  A coffee tasting has been scheduled to evaluate a new coffee machine that is being 
considered to improve the quality of coffee for church events.  
Appreciation of the Hospitality committee who have been serving cookies, coffee and Juice every 
Sunday in addition to a very busy month of church activities. 
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A wonderful time was had by owners and pets alike at our first  

Blessing of the Animals which took place on Sunday, October 6, 

2024.  We were blessed with a gorgeous weather day and $322.00 

was raised for the First Step ARK (Animals Receiving Kindness).   

The photos below reflect the joy everyone experienced. 
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Welcome To Our New Members 

It was with joy that we welcomed seven new members into our church family on Sunday, October 

27th. Please continue to welcome Tom and Kathy , Emerson and Sarah, Jennifer, and Kevin and 

Melissa as you see them in worship. We thank God for each of these new members and pray God’s 

blessing upon them as they live out their faith here at FPCP.  
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Christmas Poinsettia Order Form  

Would you like to order a poinsettia for Christmas to decorate the church for the season? This can 

be in honor or in memory of a loved one or friend. Contributions can also be made to the flower 

fund. Please fill out the form below and include your payment and return in an envelope to the 

church business manager. 

In Memory of: ______________________________ In Honor of: ____________________________  

 

Please return form with check made payable to FPCP by Sunday, December 1, 2024.  

Plants may be picked up after the 11:00 pm service on 12/24  

Name   $25.00 

# of Poinsettias 

  

Address     

    Flower Fund:   

Email   Total Enclosed:   
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FPCP Mission Opportunities Completed in September, 2024 

If you are interested in participating in any of these ministries, please contact Ailsa Blunk at 
lemonblunk@gmail.com. 

  

Date 

Sponsor Benefitting 

Organization 

Event Monetary, 

Material 

Goods, 

Service 

Frequency Results 

September 9, 
2024 

Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding in 
Faith Bible 

Study 

Hope Clinic Prepare & serve meals Service Monthly 199 meals 
served, 5 

people, 17.5 
hours 

September Presbyterian 
Women 

FPCP 
Building & 
Grounds 

A donation was made 
to our B&G team as a 
thank you for all their 

support with our FPCP 
Quilt Show and 

Blessing of the Animals 
activities. 

Monetary Once $100.00 
donation 

September 15 
-22, 2024 

Local Mission Hope Clinic Collection, sorting and 
delivery of goods 

Goods, 
Service 

Annually Approx. 6 
hours of 
service - 

approx. 570 
units of goods 

collected 

September 
26, 2024 

Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding in 
Faith Bible 

Study 

Hope Clinic Prepare & serve meals Service Monthly 153 meals 
served, 5 

people, 17.5 
hours 

September 
30, 2024 

Local Mission Hope Clinic Prepare & serve meals Service 5th Monday 200 meals 
served, 7 

people, 24.5 
hours 

September B&G FPCP 
Members in 

Need 

Handyman Initiative Service as needed 2 requests 
completed 

September Local 
Mission / 

Thrift Shop 

FPCP & 
Community 

Store operates to 
receive donations and 
resell to community. 

Money raised goes to 
our church's mission 

partners. 

ALL all year approx. 288 
volunteer hrs. 
provided each 

month 

September NIMC Fitness in 
Christ Yoga 

Yoga classes by 
optional donation to 

various causes 

Service Weekly 9 hours of 
service 

mailto:lemonblunk@gmail.com
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September Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding in 
Faith Bible 
Study and 

Local Mission 
- Thrift Shop 

Samaritas Meet with new refugee 
families at the Thrift 

Shop so new families 
can get needed items 

for new home. 

Goods / 
Service 

as needed Kiki Farrow 
met with 

Samaritas 
refugee 

resettlement 
agency 

workers and 
their clients at 

the FPCP 
Thrift Shop to 
facilitate their 

taking of 
goods, mostly 

kitchen, 
furniture and 
clothing. Two 

hours. 

September 8 - 
30, 2024 

NIMC Marion 
Medical 
Mission 

Doug Kee worked 
throughout the month 
with Marion Medical 

Mission. They 
organized and 

equipped a team of 
volunteers, trained 

them and sent them 
into the field to install 

wells. He also installed 
wells with a team in 

northern Malawi. 

Service Annually 1,506 well 
pumps 

installed. 
Another 1,907 

wells built 
(well dug, 
concrete 

cover built) 
and are 
awaiting 

pump 
installation. 

Sept. 6th & 
Sept. 30 

FPCP 
Partners in 
Earth Care 

First Step 
Domestic 
Violence 
Shelter 

Plant and maintain 
raised garden beds 

throughout summer to 
provide clients with 

fresh produce. 

Service, 
Financial 

Every 2 
weeks 

throughout 
summer 

Sept. 6, 3 
people, 4.5 
hours; Sept 

20, 5 people, 
7.5 hours 

Sept. 20th & 
Sept. 30 

FPCP 
Partners in 
Earth Care 

First Step 
Domestic 
Violence 
Shelter 

One volunteer has 
taken sole ownership 

of a flower garden bed 
at First Step. 

Service as needed Sept 20, 1 
person, 1 

hour; Sept 27, 
1 person, 3.5 

hours 

September Threads to 
Heal the 

Heart Quilt & 
Prayer Shawl 

Ministries 

Those in 
Need, Babies 
Baptized, etc. 

Sew quilts and 
crochet//knit prayer 

shawls, pocket prayer 
squares, quilts 

Service/ 
Goods 

as needed  

September Presbyterian 
Women 

Compassion 
Int'l 

Continued support of 
adopted child, Magda, 
young woman in Haiti. 

Financial Monthly $43.00 

September 8, 
2024 

Presbyterian 
Women 

Presbyterian 
Coffee Project 

Sell Fair Trade coffee, 
tea & chocolate to 

raise awareness that 
small farmers are an 

active part of the world 
marketplace. Also to 
empower consumers 
to make purchases 
that support their 

values. 

Goods 1st Sunday 
of each 
month 

1-2 volunteers 
set up each 
sale day to 
sell coffee 
after each 

service 
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Many, many, thanks go to John Roose, Mike Bode, Perry Evitts, Steve Marulis, and Tom Macdonald for 
designing,  building,  staining, installing, and outfitting the fixtures on this beautiful new church door which is 

now installed on the Church Street side of the church facing Adams Street. Thank you for filling our church 
and its hallways with light. Your time and talents are a blessing to us all!    

 

The Church Door Opens Wide  

(Author unknown) 

 

A heavy oak, with hinges worn, 
A threshold where the lost are born, 

The church door stands, a welcoming sight, 
Inviting souls to step inside the light.  

 

The door, a portal to the divine, 
Where burdens lift and spirits shine, 
A place to seek, a place to mend, 

A sacred space, where love transcends.  

 

So step across, with open hand, 
Embrace the grace this house of God has planned, 

For in this door, a promise lies, 
A sanctuary where the soul can rise.  


