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Hello friends!  
 
Fall has always been my favorite season. I love the colors of the changing leaves, the return of 
Pumpkin Spice lattes, and the crisp cool morning air.  
 
There’s something about this season that evokes compassion and creativity, and as I reflect on life 
here at the church, I see that same vibrant Spirit moving among us.  
 
September saw the return of our gifted bell choir and chancel choir, the later which will bless us with 
their annual gospel concert on October 13.  
 
Our building was filled with the laughter of children and students as Sunday School, Kid Konnection, 
Youth Group, and Confirmation kicked off their program year.  
 
A diverse range of Bible Studies began meeting both in person and online, covering everything from 
the Ten Commandments to caring for creation.  
 
And of course, the Presbyterian Women hosted our first ever Festival of Quilts which filled our 
sanctuary with pattern and color, inviting church and community members to enjoy the sacred 
stories represented in each stitch.  
 
Walking through downtown Plymouth earlier this week, I was reminded that God is calling each of 
us into further acts of compassion and creativity as we enter October.  
 
Nestled among the various scarecrows in Kellogg Park is our own invitation to families in our 
community to join us for our Trunk or Treat event being held here at the church on October 13. It’s 
not too late to sign up to decorate a trunk or donate candy!   
 
Additionally, we are looking forward to welcoming our furry friends at a special Blessing of the 
Animals event being held on October 6 and exploring what it means to be a Presbyterian and a part 
of this particular family of faith at our upcoming Member Exploration Classes being held on October 
6 and 13.  
 
As we look forward to our “Super Sunday” on September 27 with one worship service at 9:30 am 
and the celebration of Reformation Sunday, we are reminded that we are indeed a church that has 
historically been known as “reformed and always reforming.” May we embrace this season of 
change with openness and joy, trusting that our creative and compassionate God is always leading 
us forward.  
 
Grace & Peace.  
Ashley  
  

Minister’s Letter 
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HIGHLIGTS OF THE September 16, 2024 SESSION MEETING 

 

Board of Deacons report: The Deacon Retreat was held Saturday September 7, 2024, the same 
day as the FPCP Quilt Show and the Plymouth Fall Festival. 

 

Presbyterian Women:  The Quilt Show was a huge success both in attendance and donations.   

 

Minister’s Comments: Rev. Ashley: Expressed appreciation for congregation support during Rev. 
Campbell’s recent absences.  Our strong lay leadership makes FPCP a healthy church with a family 
atmosphere. 

 

The Vacation Bible school changes led to more attendance and parent involvement. 

 

Rev. Campbell thanked HR for the great hires during the last 2 years.  The staff is working very well 
together.  Stephen Ministry is continuing strong with 2 congregation members trained and ready to 
serve.  Next year our 190 year anniversary will feature big celebrations each month. 

 

Building and Grounds:  The digital electronic sign is in place and operational.  Some software 
issues are being worked out with the sign supplier.  The new columbarium niches need some 
finishing touches.  Emergency procedures manuals are being updated. 

 

Christian Education:  The Trunk or Treat event planning is going well. 

 

Finance/Endowment:  We recently received Estate gifts of $15,000 and $20,000.  The $20,000 
was used towards the $25,000 cost of the new digital electronic sign. 

 

Human Resources: A gift is planned for watchman Mark Gaskill’s 40th year of service in FPCP. 

An update to the Employee Handbook is being finished. 

 

Local Mission:  A golf outing fundraiser for the 2nd Mile Center will be held October 12, 2024. 

A food collection for Hope Clinic is underway after Ross Weener’s appeal last Sunday. 

The Deacons clothing drive will go to Crossroads since Fort Street is no longer accepting clothes. 

 

Member Connect:  Elder Evans reported Membership Exploration Classes will be October 6 and 
13, 2024.  Encourage people to attend, there will be no pressure to join. 

A display will be made for the Scarecrows in the Park Plymouth event.  B&G will make a frame. 

 

National/International Mission:  The NIMC committee proposes a fundraiser at FPCP to purchase 
500 bibles at $10/apiece for our partners at Mtenthera CCAP during in October.  . 

 

Worship:  Every planned Columbarium service was held outdoors with cooperative weather. 

Mark Gaslkill’s 40th anniversary will be celebrated September 29, 2024. 

We may get a new coffee machine.  A congregation tasting will be held on St Andrews Sunday. 

Hospitality will be providing cookies and coffee every Sunday of our 190th anniversary year. 
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Our next steps with Stephen Ministry will include meeting with Elders, Deacon’s and the Leadership 

group.  The focus of these meetings will be to educate and to seek their prayerful support as we 

move forward. 

Our four Stephen Leaders (Emily, Ashley, Gwyn Jones and Sandy Dodge) will be commissioned on 

Sunday, October 20
th
 during the 9:30 Sanctuary Service. 

Over the next several months various members will be asked to prayerfully consider serving as a 

Stephen Minister.  This process will be much like the calling of Elders and Deacons to serve in our 

church. 

The plan is to begin the training with the selected Stephen Ministers early in 2025. 

 

The Stephen Ministry Logo 

The Ministry Logo consists of a cross and circle, together with a broken person and a whole person.  
The broken person behind the cross symbolizes the brokenness in our lives, while the whole person 
in front of the cross symbolizes how we are made whole again through the cross of Jesus.  The circle 
represents both the wholeness we receive through Christ and God’s unending love for us.                                                                                                      
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FPCP Mission Opportunities Completed in August, 2024 

If you are interested in participating in any of these ministries, please contact Ailsa Blunk at 
lemonblunk@gmail.com. 

Date Sponsor Benefitting 
Organization 

Event Monetary, 
Material 
Goods, 
Service 

Freq. Results 

August 
12, 

2024 

Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding 
in Faith Bible 

Study 

Hope Clinic Prepare & serve 
meals 

Service Monthly 225 meals 
served, 7 

people, 24 
hours of 
service 

August 
22, 

2024 

Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding 
in Faith Bible 

Study 

Hope Clinic Prepare & serve 
meals 

Service Monthly 173 meals 
served, 5 

people, 18 
hours of 
service 

August Threads to 
Heal the 

Heart Quilt & 
Prayer 
Shawl 

Ministries 

Member 
Connect 

Committee 

Made pocket prayer 
quilts for the 

November New 
Member class. 

Service / 
Goods 

as 
needed 

20 pocket 
prayer quilts 
were made 

August Local 
Mission / 

Thrift Shop 

FPCP & 
Community 

Store operates to 
receive donations and 
resell to community. 

Money raised goes to 
our church's mission 

partners. 

ALL all year Approx. 288 
volunteer 

hours 
provided each 

month 

August 
4, 2024 

Presbyterian 
Women 

Presbyterian 
Coffee Project 

Sell Fair Trade coffee, 
tea & chocolate to 

raise awareness that 
small farmers are an 

active part of the world 
marketplace. Also to 
empower consumers 
to make purchases 
that support their 

values. 

Goods / 
Monetary 

1st 
Sunday 
of each 
month 

1-2 volunteers 
set up each 
sale day to 
sell coffee 
after each 

service 

August B&G FPCP 
Members in 

Need 

Handyman Initiative Service as 
needed 

4 jobs 
completed 

June, 
July, 

August 

Presbyterian 
Women 

Second Mile 
Center 

Assemble and deliver 
50 Hygiene Kits for 

SMC's annual Health 
Fair 

Monetary / 
Goods 

Annually $329.00+ 
collected plus 
donations of 

goods 

mailto:lemonblunk@gmail.com
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Date Sponsor Benefitting 
Organization 

Event Monetary, 
Material 
Goods, 
Service 

Freq. Results 

August Presbyterian 
Women 

Compassion 
Int'l 

Continued support of 
adopted child, Magda, 
young woman in Haiti. 

Financial Monthly $43.00 

August 
9th & 
23rd 

FPCP 
Partners in 
Earth Care 

First Step 
Domestic 
Violence 
Shelter 

Plant and maintain 
raised garden beds 

throughout summer to 
provide clients with 

fresh produce. 

Service, 
Financial 

Every 2 
weeks 

througho
ut 

summer 

8/9 - 4 
volunteers, 4 

hours, 8/23 - 3 
volunteers, 4.5  

hours 

August 
9, 2024 

FPCP 
Partners in 
Earth Care 

First Step 
Domestic 
Violence 
Shelter 

One volunteer has 
taken sole ownership of 
a flower garden bed at 

First Step. 

Service as 
needed 

8/9 - 1 volunteer, 
2 hours 

August 
11, 2024 

Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding 
in Faith Bible 

Study 

Hope Clinic Prepared and delivered 
96 sack lunches 

Service / 
Monetary 

as 
needed 

13 volunteers, 26 
hours 

August Fitness in 
Christ Yoga 

Congregation 
Members 

Yoga classes by 
optional donation to 

various causes 

Service / 
Monetary 

Weekly 7 hours of 
service 

August Local Mission Crossroads Prepared and served 
20 meals to children 

Service / 
Monetary 

Once 20 meals served 
by 12 volunteers 
who worked 3 

hours each 
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A Quilter’s Prayer  

by Patricia Hauze  

 

Guide my hands to work as Your hands work, to know the power of Your love in every 
stitch I make, in every thread I knot. May my hands be guided by the same love and care 
with every quilt I make, knowing that this love and care was and is and will continue to be 
a gift of blessing to the one it is intended for.  

 

May the works of my hands be pleasing in Your sight, O God. Lord, bless my work today.  

 

As I choose materials and patterns, may I be reminded of the uniqueness You blessed us 
all with. As I cut each length of thread, may I be reminded of the doors that must be 
closed in our lives so that a new and stronger door may be opened.  

 

As I twist each knot, may I be reminded of a bond of love so strong, nothing will break it. 
As I run the thread between my fingers, may I be reminded of the times You have 
touched my life, my heart, my soul.  

 

As I sew each stitch, may I be reminded of the healing power of Your grace in each of us. 
As I concentrate on my craft, may I be reminded of the love and care You put into each of 
our lives. 
 

As I add my last stitch, tie my last knot, cut the final cord, may I be reminded of the 
completeness with which You commanded in each of us before we were ever given to this 
life. Amen.  


