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Dear Friends, 

 

I love this time of year.  The last days of August are full of a quiet buzz around the church. 

Plans are taking shape. Preparation begins. There is an excitement about the year ahead:  The 

choir will soon return.  Sunday school will soon begin.  Members and friends of our church wait with 

expectation for new Bible studies to start.  

 

What will God do in this new year in our church? What will God do in this new year in our lives? 

 

I cannot wait to find out.  What I do know is that God will build on the success of the past summer:  

on a wonderful evening VBS program, on a wave of baptisms, on strong church attendance, on an 

impactful mission trip to Colina de Luz for our youth and for our adults, on a fantastic backpack 

drive, and great time of fellowship at our church picnic.   

 

Throughout the summer God has already been at work deepening our faith through the sharing of 

our beloved scripture passages.  This September, we will build on that strong foundation as we turn 

our attention in worship to the most beloved of all scripture passages:  Psalm 23. 

 

In these words of comfort and hope, we find peace.  I pray that these words will encourage you and 

strengthen you throughout the exciting season ahead. 

 

Emily 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; 

I shall not want. 

He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside the still waters. 

He restores my soul; 

He leads me in the paths of righteousness 

For His name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil; 

For You are with me; 

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

You anoint my head with oil; 

My cup runs over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

All the days of my life; 

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

Forever. 

Minister’s Letter 
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“A Life Well-loved and a Faith Well Lived” 

 

The family and I wish to express our sincere gratitude for the prayers and support which each of you 

gave to my family after Irene’s passing last year. The memorial service was memorable with the full 

support of the Choir, Sue on the organ, the bagpiper together with Emily and the large congregation. 

Then there was the touching recognition of Irene at the Festival of Tables’. This always was a 

highlight of Irene’s year and we were overwhelmed by the recognition you gave her. As a family we 

decided as part of our healing that we would work towards a memorial service in Scotland in a place 

we both loved as teenagers, near the “Bonnie Banks of Loch Lomond.” We are thankful that a local 

Funeral Director, David Todd, assisted us in finding a wonderful location. I then asked him to find a 

local minister to offer prayer. To my amazement he found the Rev Ian Miller who knew me from my 

time as a Church of Scotland minister. It is a ‘wee world’! He is both gregarious and joyful and he 

bonded with the family. As a family we are all at the point of being very thankful to have had Irene in 

our lives and we are confident that she is with the Lord. Finally, I hope to be with you on World 

Communion Sunday and again our sincere thanks for your prayerful support. Blessings and peace 

Jim Skimins with Gillian, Lesley, Alyssa, and Emma 

 

Garden Service Wrap Up 

 

It’s been an incredible summer worshiping in our Memorial Garden.  We were so blessed to be able 

to remain outdoors without a rainout from June 9
th
 through September 1

st
 at 11:15 (except Summer 

Picnic Sunday).  The garden itself is a sanctuary filled with beauty and peacefulness.  Gentle breez-

es blew nearly each week and the flowers danced while the fountain sang the healing sounds of wa-

ter flowing.  Truly, the Holy Spirit was among us each week. 

 

We’d like to thank our ministers for an inspiring summer of sermons on favorite scripture verses.  

We’re grateful Chris and Kylee led us through worship with heartfelt music both new and familiar.  

And without the countless volunteers who were present each week to greet our family of faith and 

guests, take attendance, make certain everyone had a place to sit, monitor the sound and live 

stream the services, and prepare and pass communion we would not be able to hold these services 

outdoors.  Thanks to all of you.  Your service to our Lord and His church is an amazing blessing. 

 

-Worship Committee 
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Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law   

of Christ. Galatians: 6:2  

                                                          

In 2018, FPCP received a generous financial gift to go towards the expansion of pastoral care in our 

church.  Throughout Covid the pastors and Session explored options and decided unanimously to 

become a Stephen Ministry congregation. Stephen Ministry is a pastoral care ministry that was 

founded in 1975 and is in more than 13,000 congregations and representing 193 different Christian 

denominations. 

Stephen Ministers are trained to provide one-to-one care to those experiencing a difficult time in 

life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, or relocation.  Stephen Ministers come 

from all walks of life, but they share a passion for bringing Christ’s love and care to people during a 

time of need. 

Stephen Minister training is a Christ-centered experience that equips participants with essential 

caring and relating skills.  Trainees learn how to listen to, care for and walk with those going through 

difficult times in life.  Stephen Ministers are trained by their congregation’s Stephen Leaders using 

resources from Stephen Ministries St. Louis.  The training they receive in the congregation equips 

them to provide high-quality care to people who are hurting.  

After being matched with a person experiencing a life crisis, the Stephen Minister meets with that 

person on a weekly basis to listen, care, encourage, and provide emotional, spiritual and confidential 

support.  The caring relationship lasts as long as the need for care exists. 

In 2024, four members of our church including Rev. Campbell, Rev. Ashley, Sandy Dodge and Gwyn 

Jones each received 20 hours of training to become Stephen Leaders.  They hope to begin training 

Stephen Minister’s in early 2025. 
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FPCP Mission Opportunities Completed in May 2024 

If you are interested in participating in any of these ministries, please contact Ailsa Blunk at 
lemonblunk@gmail.com. 

Date Sponsor  Benefitting Organization Provided Freq. Results 

July 20 - 
21, 
2024 

Local Mission/
Peggy Kmeciak. 
Also received help 
from: Faith 
Community, First 
Presbyterian of 
Northville, First 
Presbyterian of 
Farmington and 
Sharon Holcomb's 
Yoga Classes 

 Hands Across the Water, 
Afghanistan refugees, 
Bethany Christian Services, 
Second Mile Center, The 
Department of Human and 
Health Services, Wayne 
State University 

Goods Annually School Supplies 
and backpacks 
collected. 445 
filled backpacks 
were delivered to 
various agencies. 
Also $25 gift 
cards for Wayne 
State students. 

July 8, 
2024 

Listening to Jesus: 
Responding in Faith 
Bible Study 

Hope Clinic Service Monthly Served 230 
meals, 7 people, 
24 hours 

July 
12th & 
26th 

FPCP Partners in 
Earth Care 

First Step Domestic 
Violence Shelter 

Service, 
Financial 

Every 2 
weeks 
througho
ut 
summer 

9 volunteers 
provided 14 hours 
of service 

July Local Mission / 
Thrift Shop 

FPCP & Community ALL all year Approx. 288 
volunteers hours 
provided each 
month 

July Fitness in Christ 
Yoga 

Congregation members & 
Foster Children Backpack 
Drive 

Service / 
Financial 

Monthly 10 classes/ 15 
hours of service, 
75 backpacks 
donated 

July 14, 
2024 

Listening to Jesus: 
Responding in Faith 
Bible Study 

Hope Clinic Service/
Goods/ 
Monetary 

as 
needed 

96 lunches were 
prepared by 18 
people, 20 hours 

July B&G FPCP Members in Need Service as 
needed 

Completed two 
requests 

July 18 - 
24, 
2024 

NIMC Adult/Youth Mission Trip to 
Colina de Luz 

Service, 
Financial 

Annually There were seven 
30 and over 
adults, 3 in their 
20’s and 5 under 
18 who 
participated. 

July 
12th & 
26th 

FPCP Partners in 
Earth Care 

First Step Domestic 
Violence Shelter 

Service as 
needed 

July 12th - 4 
hours, July 26th - 
2.5 hours 

mailto:lemonblunk@gmail.com
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Summer Picnic Wrap Up 
 
What a lovely Summer picnic we enjoyed last Sunday!  Good food, fellowship, and Lee’s chicken 
always puts smiles on the faces of our church family. More than 140 folks enjoyed this old-
fashioned potluck. 
 
Thanks go to the many hands and committees who made the special day possible.  Member Con-
nect designed our lovely flyer.  B&G go above and beyond with precise set-up in the Fellowship Hall 
and outdoors early Sunday morning.  Thanks to the Finance Committee who has been there for 
three summers tearing down the outdoor picnic area.  The Earth Care team is so very appreciated 
for washing our own dishes to reduce the amount of disposable tableware we use.  The Hospitality 
ladies, Worship Committee members, and church friends make certain tables are prepared and 
decorated, beverages are made and served, and all of the delicious dishes are placed for the buffet.  
Did you notice the great youth helpers?  Well, six of them volunteered to bus tables and scrape 
plates on a Sunday morning.  And, Laura Craig and CE made certain there were activities for any 
children in attendance.   
 
Many thanks to all who chopped, mixed, cooked, or baked your best dish to share with your church 
family and guests.  God’s bounty was abundant! 
This could not be done without all of you.  
 
-Worship Committee 

July Threads to Heal the 
Heart Quilt & Prayer 
Shawl Ministries 

Those in Need, Babies 
Baptized, etc. at FPCP. 
Also Colina de Luz. 

Service/ 
Goods 

as 
needed 

8 pocket prayer 
squares went to 
the staff at Colina 
de Luz and one 
quilt was 
distributed 

June, 
July, 
August 

Presbyterian 
Women 

Second Mile Center Monetary 
/ Goods 

Annually $329.00+ 
collected plus 
donations of 
goods 

July Presbyterian 
Women 

Compassion Int'l Financial Monthly $43.00 

July Presbyterian 
Women 

Kids Hope Service / 
Financial 

Monthly Zoom Director's 
meeting and filing 
for a total of 3 hrs. 
service 

July 25, 
2024 

Listening to Jesus: 
Responding in Faith 
Bible Study 

Hope Clinic Service Monthly Served 153 
meals, 5 people, 
18 hours 

July 29, 
2024 

Local Mission Hope Clinic Service 5th 
Thursda
y of the 
month 

Served 206 
meals, 9 people, 
29 hours 

July 12 - 
14, 
2024 

Youth Colina de Luz Monetary Annually Approx. $7,700 
raised 
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Occasionally, life gives you a sign.   
 
The sign reminds you that although so much of what we see on the outside looks the same, the 
inside is now different.  Our new electronic church sign is a great illustration of what happens in the 
church at the beginning of a new church year. 
 
The outside of the church remains much the same, but inside, the programs, the preaching themes, 
the Bible studies, and service opportunities all change.   
 
We also change as we allow ourselves to respond to God’s Holy Spirit at work within us. 
I invite you to embrace the change.  Embrace the sign that God is at work helping us both to receive 
faith and also share faith with the community around us. 
 
I am grateful to our church’s Building and Grounds Committee and Session, for helping to make this 
new church a reality.   
 
I pray that like this sign, we would find ourselves renewed as this church year begins. 
May our lives serve as the sign that brings others closer to God. 

A Sign that Things are Changing 


