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Dear Friends,  

We are a mission-minded congregation.   

Even as I write this, our nine-person team of adults have just returned from serving at  Colina de 
Luz home for children located in La Gloria, Mexico while our local mission  volunteers have jour-
neyed to Detroit where they served 400-500 others at Crossroads  Soup Kitchen.  

Closer to home, our incredibly-dedicated Thrift Shop volunteers prepare to participate  in the An-
nual Old Village Garage Sale while others within our church prepare to cook a  meal for approxi-
mately 200 individuals experiencing food-insecurity in Ypsilanti at  Hope Clinic.  

Did I forget to share that two of our members have flown to Africa? Doug Kee has  already arrived 
in Malawi and is preparing for the installation of shallow drinking wells  for Marion Medical Mis-
sion which will take place later this summer. He will soon be joined by another of our church 
members, Sue Kage, and together they will visit our  sister church in Mtenthera and meet face to 
face with the 75 young women our church  members’ sponsor. These young women live with others 
in the hostel that our church  helped to build.  

By the time this newsletter is published, the Deacons of our church will have run a Blood  Drive for 
the American Red Cross at our church and will have spent an additional weekend collecting much-
needed toiletries for Plymouth’s Salvation Army.   

As a church family, we will have welcomed Tom and Jocelyn Logan, the founders of  Marion Medi-
cal Mission to our worship services. This ministry has positively impacted  the health of over five 
million rural Africans.  

Friends, I could go on and on about our church’s involvement with the Second Mile  Center in 
Detroit, or our Foster Care Ministry, or Kid’s Hope, but all of this is simply a  reflection of the last 
thirty days in our church.  

We are a family of faith who loves to engage in mission, and I thank God for this!  

I firmly believe that no matter our age, our experience, or lack thereof, there is a place  God can use 
our willing spirits. Please reach out to either Ashley or me if you would like  to find out how to get 
involved in the mission work of this church.   

Thanking God for leading us all forward in faith,  

Emily 

Minister’s Letter 
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May 2024 Worship Schedule  
 

We have two services on offer every Sunday   
Our 9:30 am Sanctuary service is a traditional service 

                           Our 11:15 am Upper Room Service is an acoustic contemporary service   
  

               This month, we will begin a new sermon series entitled Come, Holy Spirit. 

 
Sundays in May 

 

May 5, 2024     Communion Sunday.  Mission Celebration with 

Tom and Jocelyn Logan (Marion Medical Mission) 

Rev. Ashley is preaching on Come, Holy Spirit Empower Us 

 
 

May 12, 2024   Mother’s Day. 

Rev. Campbell is preaching on Come, Holy Spirit Teach Us to Pray and Praise 

 
 

May 19, 2024   Spring Choir Concert. Pentecost Celebration. 

Rev. Ashley is preaching on Come,  Holy Spirit, Sing God’s Truth 

 
 

May 26, 2024        Memorial Day Celebration. 

Rev. Campbell is preaching on Come, Holy Spirit, Bring Encouragement and Hope 
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Did You Know… #3 
Giving Through Qualified Charitable Distributions And Legacy 

Gifts Can Be Tax Efficient Ways To Manage Your Financial Gifts? 
 

Here at FPCP, our prayerful consideration of giving is a foundational piece of who we are and what we strive 
to accomplish.  Our Family gives in so many ways utilizing Time, Talents and Treasures to support our 
Church and its many missions.  Continuously, our Family is known to be incredibly generous.  Praise God for 
all we strive to do!  

When it comes to our financial gifts there are many ways that we can give.  Part of this consideration can lead 
to smarter ways to give that benefit both our Mission and the givers themselves. 

Doing a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD):  Giving a portion of your IRA’s yearly Required 

Minimum Distribution (RMD) directly to FPCP allows you to avoid declaring that income on your tax 

return. Also, naming FPCP as a beneficiary of your IRA at death can bring tax benefits. 

A QCD allows individuals who are 70½ years or older to donate yearly to one or more qualified 

charities directly from a taxable IRA  

QCDs can be used to satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) after attaining age 73 by a 

direct transfer to a qualified charity of choice 

Because QCDs do not increase taxable income, both higher tax rates and phase-out’s can be avoided 

(talk to your tax advisor about how QCD’s may benefit you) 

QCD’s must be completed by your IRA custodian before the end of the tax year  

It is recommended that you start the process early to avoid year-end delays 
 

Leaving a Legacy Gift to the FPCP General Fund or Endowments:  Naming FPCP as a beneficiary of 

your will, trust or life insurance can go a long way in supporting the mission and activities of our church.   

Gifts to the General Fund can support all activities and operations of our church 

A Gift to an endowment is a donation of money or property to a charitable organization like First 

Presbyterian Church of Plymouth (FPCP) which uses the resulting investment income for a specific 

purpose  

FPCP is blessed to oversee three endowment funds: 1) the General Endowment, 2) the Scholarship 

Endowment, and  3) the Dr. Jerry Smith Excellence in Music Endowment   

Endowment distributions support the operations of FPCP according to the guidelines specified by each 

endowment. 

For more information, and to begin giving in an Advantaged Way - Please consult your financial advisor 

or a qualified tax specialist for the details as they relate to your financial situation.  In addition you may 

find info under the “GIVE” tab on our website, FPCP.NET or call our Business Office at (734) 453-6464 ext. 

116 for additional questions.  
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Date Sponsor Benefitting 
Organization 

Event Monetary, 
Material 
Goods, 
Service 

Frequency Results 

March Kids' Hope Bird 
Elementary 

Donate snacks to 
Bird Elementary 

Goods Monthly Valued at 
$20.00 

March Kids' Hope Students at 
Bird School 

Weekly 
mentoring by 
FPCP adult 

mentors. Director: 
administrative, 

reviewing 
progress reports, 

re-supplying 
crafts/games, 

check-ins/photo 
with new mentor, 
online national 

directors' 
meeting/idea 
sharing, filing, 

preparing middle 
school activities, 
end of year party 

planning 

Service School Year Mentor hours: 
17, Director 

hours: 9 

Month of 
March 

Christian Ed One Great 
Hour of 
Sharing 

Children were 
given fish banks 
to fill during Lent 

Monetary Annually $41.03 raised 

Monthly Presbyterian 
Women 

First Step 
Domestic 
Violence 
Shelter 

First Step 
provides 

programming and 
residential space 

for victims of 
domestic violence 

Monetary as needed $300.00 
donated 

Monthly Presbyterian 
Women 

Compassion 
Int'l 

Monthly support 
& birthday gift for 
Magda, adopted 

child 

Monetary Monthly / 
Annually 

$83.00 

On-going Local 
Mission / Thrift 

Shop 

FPCP & 
Community 

The store 
operates to 

receive donations 
and resell to 
community. 

Money raised 
goes to our 

church's mission 
partners. 

ALL all year approx. 288 + 
volunteer hrs. 
provided each 

month 

On-going Threads to 
Heal the Heart 
Quilt & Prayer 

Shawl 
Ministries 

Those in 
Need, Babies 
Baptized, etc. 

Sew quilts and 
crochet//knit 

prayer shawls, 
pocket prayer 

squares, quilts for 
baptized babies, 

etc. 

Service/ 
Goods 

as needed One shawl 
taken. Pocket 

prayer 
squares are 
also made 

and 
distributed. 
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FPCP Mission Opportunities Completed in March 2024 

If you are interested in participating in any of these ministries, please contact Ailsa Blunk at 
lemonblunk@gmail.com. 

Date Sponsor Benefitting 
Organization 

Event Monetary, 
Material 
Goods, 
Service 

Frequency Results 

March 1, 2024 Local Mission 
& FPCP Staff 

Church & 
Thrift Shop 

Created a flyer 
for Lenten series 

and Easter, 
stuffed 500 bags 
and delivered to 
the Thrift Shop 

Service as needed 2 people 
worked for 4 
hours each 

March 3, 2024 NIMC Veritas 
College Int'l 

Held fundraiser 
during visit from 

Davidson 
Chifungo 

Monetary one time $2,300 raised. 
Doug Kee 

spent approx. 
8 hrs. 

coordinating 
this visit. 

March 11, 
2024 

Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding in 
Faith Bible 

Study 

Hope Clinic Prepare and 
serve meals 

Service Monthly 154 people 
served, 7 

volunteers, 25 
hours 

March 12, 
2024 

Local Mission Second Mile 
Center 

Spent an in-
depth amount of 
time with Ruth 
Azar to learn 
more about 

Second Mile's 
future and goals 

as part of our 
Annual Review of 

this partner 

Service as needed 2 people spent 
3 hours 

March 18, 
2024 

Local Mission Civic Concern "Blessing Bags" - 
put together 60 
bags with a mug 
(from the Thrift 

Shop), tea bags, 
hand sanitizer, 
mini nail polish, 
tissues and a lip 

balm. 

Service / 
Goods 

2-3 times/
year 

2 people spent 
4 hours 

March 28, 
2024 

Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding in 
Faith Bible 

Study 

Hope Clinic Prepare and 
serve meals 

Service Monthly 160 people 
served, 6 

volunteers, 25 
hours 

March 30, 
2024 

Churchwide Day of Prayer A 24-hour prayer 
vigil was held 

with both FPCP 
& Mtentherea 

CCAP 
participating 

Service one time Doug Kee 
spent six 

hours 
organizing 

mailto:lemonblunk@gmail.com
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Update on the Pictorial Directory 

Thank you for your patience regarding our Pictorial Directory!  It has taken a little 

longer than we anticipated. We have reviewed the original copy and are currently 

waiting for a second proof reading.  Please know as soon as the finished copy arrives 

you will be notified to pick up your directory from the church. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE April 22, 2024 SESSION MEETING 

 
 

Minister’s Comments:  
Rev. Ashley: The update to the Child Protection Policy is almost complete.   
Ashley and Emily have completed Boundary Training.  Ashley is involved in updates to the Presbytery 
Ordination process and will be travelling for meetings in Philadelphia. 
 

Rev. Campbell: We have had 14 services since our last Session Meeting. 
Two congregation members have been identified as candidates to become Stephen Ministry 
trainers.  Meetings are being set up to ask for their consideration to accept. 
Rev Campbell congratulated the multi Ministry effort in designing and setting up the spring display in Kellogg 
Park, at least 5 ministries were involved in this cooperative effort. 
 

Building and Grounds:  The columbarium expansion program is on schedule and that the columbarium will 
be closed when work is going on. 
 

Finance/Endowment:  Elder Puckett reported that the cost for major repairs to the building’s brickwork and 
stained glass will be contained in the budget.  If more major repairs come up, Finance will look into using 
Endowment interest funds. 
 

Human Resources: Health care coverage is being investigated with the Presbytery.  
HR will conduct a brief feedback breakout for our Ministers during the May 22 Session Meeting. 
 

Local Mission:  The Thrift Shop is adding a second cash register and will have 2 lines to streamline the 
checkout process.  Sidewalk Sales is coming up and will be a very busy day.   
 

Rev Campbell and Elder Evans attended the annual Plymouth Chamber of Commerce meeting in line with 
our FPCP goals to be more involved with the community.  Some highlights are that 5 new restaurants are 
planned in Plymouth and 2 vans were bought for the FISH program.  The FISH program is for volunteers to 
drive citizens in need to their appointments.   
 

National/International Mission:  Elder Bernard reported that the Colina trip went very well.  They had 
challenging projects and were able to complete successfully.   
The Family Fun in the Sun event (formerly Fitness in Christ) is June 1.  The event is being made more family 
focused for fun and fellowship. The event will also be advertised in the community. 
 

Worship:  The Lenten Services were very well received. 
There is a need for more sound technology equipment since many items need to be moved and set up each 
time we have an outdoor service.  Equipment has been ordered and is being funded from the Memorial 
Fund. 
The final photo directory proofs have been reviewed and the directories are coming soon. 
A fire drill will be held this year. 

Session Highlights 
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This month, thanks to the collective work of the Christian Education Committee, the 
Building and Grounds Committee, the Member Connect Committee, Presbyterian Women, 

the Earth Care Committee, and the Thrift Shop, our church had its very first display in 
Kellogg Park’s Spring Fever Event advertising this year’s Vacation Bible School which 

takes place on June 25th-27th from 6:00 pm -8:30 pm. 

 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to this display and helped make this advertising 
possible. 

 

Please pray for this upcoming event, that it would be a blessing to God, and to the children 
within our church and within the wider community, and to all who are involved. 


