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Dear Friends, 

 

By the time you read this, we will all be living in the afterglow of Easter.  

Holy Week and Easter Sunday have now passed, and it is my hope and prayer that the services on 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the Holy Saturday 24-hour prayer vigil, and our three Easter Sun-
day services will have strengthened your faith.   

Many thanks to everyone who helped to make these services happen.  Knowing the talent of our 
Chancel Choir, Upper Room Musicians, and all of our music staff paired with the talent of our deco-
rating committee, live-streaming team, with the assistance of all of our church staff, I have no doubt 
that the services will have been both powerful and beautiful. 

My prayer is that the joy we feel on Easter morning does not vanish when Easter ends.  

I have read that, “Joy is the birthright of all who belong to God, and it can coexist even with the most 
difficult; even painful circumstances.”  

On Easter morning, we will have sung of this sustaining joy and during the coming month we will 
sing of the difference Christ makes to our lives and deaths as we walk together through some chal-
lenging funerals.   

Together, we will stand on the promises of Easter and continue to find in them our strength, our 
hope, and our deep-rooted joy.  Jesus says, “I am the Resurrection and the Life.  Those who believe 
in me will live, even though they die, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” (John 11: 
25-26) 

Strengthened by these promises, we approach these funerals with faith as we walk hand in hand 
with God into the future.   

Wishing you hope, peace, and deep-rooted joy in Christ this month and always, 

Emily 
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FPCP Mission Opportunities Completed in February 2024 

If you are interested in participating in any of these ministries, please contact Ailsa Blunk at 
lemonblunk@gmail.com. 

Date Sponsor Benefitting 
Organization 

Event Monetary, 
Material 
Goods, 
Service 

Frequency Results 

February B&G FPCP 
Members in 

Need 

Handyman 
Initiative 

Service as needed 4 requests 
were provided 

with 
assistance 

February Local 
Mission / Thrift 

Shop 

FPCP & 
Community 

Store 
operates to 

receive 
donations and 

resell to 
community. 

Money raised 
goes to our 

church's 
mission 

partners. 

ALL all year approx. 288 + 
volunteer hrs. 
provided each 

month 

February 12, 
2024 

Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding in 
Faith Bible 

Study 

Hope Clinic Prepared and 
served dinner 

to clients 

Service Monthly Made and 
served 196 

meals with 6 
people for a 
total of 22 
hours of 
service. 

February 22, 
2024 

Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding in 
Faith Bible 

Study 

Hope Clinic Prepared and 
served dinner 

to clients 

Service Monthly Made and 
served 156 

meals with 6 
people for a 
total of 22 
hours of 
service. 

February Threads to 
Heal the Heart 
Quilt & Prayer 

Shawl 
Ministries 

Those in 
Need, Babies 
Baptized, etc. 

Sew quilts 
and crochet//
knit prayer 

shawls, 
pocket prayer 
squares, quilts 

Service/ 
Goods 

as needed 3 shawls & 2 
quilts were 
distributed 

February Presbyterian 
Women 

World Central 
Kitchen 

Supplies 
emergency 

food for Gaza, 
Ukraine, 

Japan, Chile 
& USA, etc. 

Monetary as needed $300.00 
donation 

February NIMC Mkokota 2 
Prayer House 

Sent funds to 
purchase the 

roofing 
materials for 
the new roof 

Monetary one time $1,800.00 

mailto:lemonblunk@gmail.com
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February Deacons Member Care 
Congregants 

Delivered gift 
bags to Member 

Care congregants 

Service / 
Goods 

as needed 46 bags 
distributed 

February PW/Kids' 
Hope 

Bird 
Elementary 

Provided lunch 
for West Middle 

School staff. 

Monetary as needed $769.38 

February 24, 
2024 

PW Hope Clinic Attended "Baby 
Shower" at 

Geneva 
Presbyterian. 
Diapers and 
wipes were 

collected and 
donated to Hope 

Clinic. 

Goods Annually Church 
members 

donated and 
attended the 

event. 

February Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding in 
Faith 

St. John's 
Immigrant 

Family 

Volunteers drove 
members of the 

St. John’s 
immigrant family 

to school and 
other locations. 

Service as needed 3.5 hours 

February NIMC Girl's Hostel in 
Malawi 

Malawi Girl's 
Scholarship 

Program 

Service / 
Funds 

School Year NIMC created 
a database for 

the 75 girls 
being 

sponsored. 
Coordinated 
mailing and 
setting-up 

email file for 
all sponsors. 

February PW/Kids Hope Students at 
Bird School 

Director: 
interviewing, 
training and 

"onboarding" new 
mentor and 

Prayer Partner, 
including 
electronic 

communication 
set up; mentor 

meeting 
facilitating; school 
visits, reviewing 
progress reports 

and 
communicating 
with the school 
Mentors: Time 
with their child. 

Service School Year Mentor hours: 
12, Director 
hours: 10 

February PW/Kids 
Hope/

Women's 
Bible Study 

Students at 
Bird School 

Snacks for 
children at Bird 

School 

Goods School Year Volunteers 
purchased 

and delivered 
pretzels, value 

$40.00 
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Session Highlights, March 18, 2024 Meeting 
 
Board of Deacons report:  The Deacons have voted to fund the $255 fee for the Pictorial 
Directory.  The Lenten soup suppers were very well attended and appreciated. The Deacons have 
filled plastic eggs with candy and will give them out after each Easter service. 
 
Minister’s Comments:  
Feedback for the Wednesday evening Lenten services and simple soup meals has been very 
positive.  People enjoyed the opportunity for fellowship including men and women, since many of 
our church activities have not been mixed. People have requested us to do more of this type of 
activity. 
 
Rev. Campbell and Rev Ashley have completed the class to be Stephen Minister trainers. They will 
train 2 or 3 of our congregation to also be trainers. The Session will then vote to commission the 
individuals. After this, our trainers will train other congregation members to be Stephen Ministers. 
New members will be installed on the last Sunday in April. 
 
Christian Education:  There is an appreciation of Session’s approval to move our Children’s 
Ministry Director from part time to full time.  The Director has made major improvements, including 
VBS which was moved from morning to evening. This allows parents who both work to get their 
children involved and to volunteer to help with activities.   
 
Human Resources: The schedule for getting Session and Deacon  feedback on the Ministers has 
been made.   They are updating the HR Manual and Employee Handbook and creating a backup list 
for Watchmen.  . 
 
Local Mission:  Volunteers are needed to prep and serve food at Crossroads on April 14. 
 
Member Connect:  They are actively working on our display for the Spring Kellogg Park 
event.  Cooperative efforts are under way with Christian Education, B&G and Earth Care.  A 
creative display is being designed and built including a banner, flowers, printed signs and a sign 
post. 
 
National/International Mission:  Malawi has recently had major floods and farm crops have been 
damaged or destroyed.  A 24 hour prayer event with our Mtenthera sister church In Malawi is 
Saturday before Easter.  Letters from sponsors of Malawi girls education are being collected either 
by email or letter. 
 
Worship:  The recent Lenten Services, soup and bread and the visit from Davidson Chifungo went 
very well.  Maundy Thursday will also have a service with soup and bread beforehand. 
A Blessing of the Animals service is being planned as an outdoor event. 
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Our Easter celebration this year was a beautiful witness to the grace, love, mercy, and joy that is 
given to us in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Thank you to everyone who helped make Holy Week 
and the season of Lent a meaningful time of gathering, reflection, and worship.  
 
Although our celebration of Easter Sunday has now ended, the season of Eastertide remains. East-
ertide refers to the period of fifty days from Easter Sunday until Pentecost Sunday. In this time, we 
continue to reflect on the difference that the risen Christ makes to our lives, to the lives of the 
church, and to the world.  
 
Here is a blessing for Eastertide:  

You had not imagined 
that something so empty 
could fill you 
to overflowing, 
and now you carry 
the knowledge 
like an awful treasure 
or like a child 
that curls itself 
within your heart: 
how the emptiness 
will bear forth 
a new world 
you cannot fathom 
but on whose edge 
you stand. 

So why do you linger? 
You have seen, 
and so you are 
already blessed. 
You have been seen, 
and so you are 
the blessing. 
There is no other word 
you need. 
There is simply 
to go 
and tell. 
There is simply 
to begin. 
 
-  Jan Richardson (author & artist) 


