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First Presbyterian Church, Plymouth, MI 
February 2023 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC                               “Devotion”           S. Sevae 
 
MUSICAL CALL TO WORSHIP             “The Wonderful Cross”             Chris DuPont & Kylee Phillips 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                            Rev. Emily Riley Campbell 
 
OPENING PRAYER OF PRAISE (in unison)  
Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating 
us to serve you and neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of devotion. In this holy 
season of Lent, help us to discern in our lives what we must lay down and what we must take 
up; what we must end and what we must begin. Give us grace to lead a disciplined life, in 
glad obedience and with the joy that comes from a closer walk with Jesus Christ, your son, 
our Savior. Amen.  
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 68       “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   Chris DuPont, Kylee Phillips 
+++        
LITANY OF PENITENCE (on back cover of bulletin)                              Rev. Ashley S. Ashley 

PRAYER OVER ASHES            Rev. Ashley 
 
*IMPOSITION OF ASHES         Revs. Campbell & Ashley 
Those who wish to participate in this ancient ritual are invited to come forward down the center aisle in either 
of the two lines. Ushers will dismiss rows beginning with the back of the congregation. You may choose to 
receive your ashes on your forehead or on your hand. Please let your server know your preference. Once you 
have received the sign of the cross, please return to your seats via the side aisles. Once seated, please 
continue to worship either in silent prayer or by reflecting on the praise music which you will hear. If you wish 
to receive ashes but are unable to come forward, please let an usher know so they can arrange for a minister 
to come to you. 
 
SONG OF REFLECTION   “Beautiful Things”               Composed by Michael Gungor 
(Reflect on these words.) "You make beautiful things. You make beautiful things out of the 
dust. You make beautiful things. You make beautiful things out of us." 
 
 
 
 
 

PREPARING YOURSELF FOR WORSHIP  
  

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season in church year known as Lent.  Lent is a 
time to prepare for the celebration of Easter and renew our life in the mystery of the saving 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We begin this holy season by acknowledging our 
need for repentance, and for the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.   

THE RITE OF ASHES 
 

We begin our journey to Easter with the sign of ashes, a biblical symbol of mourning and 
penitence. This ancient sign speaks of the fragility of human life, and marks the penitence of 
the community of faith.  
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SCRIPTURE LESSON        Mark 16:1-8                     Rev. Campbell 
 
HOMILY   The Gospel of Mark: “Resurrection ReMARKS”         Rev. Campbell 

MUSICAL OFFERING          “New Wine” 
(Reflect on these words) "Make me a vessel, make me an offering. Jesus, make new wine  
out of me.” 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION                   Rev. Ashley 
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND BREAKING OF THE BREAD     Revs. Campbell & Ashley 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC          “Please Be My Strength”    Composed By Michael Gungor 

CLOSING PRAYER                 Rev. Campbell 
 
*CLOSING PRAISE      “The Wonderful Cross” (lyrics on back) 
 
*BENEDICTION AND BLESSING               Rev. Campbell 
  
POSTLUDE                Sue Scott 
 
*All who are able are invited to stand      +++Please be seated   

Sanctuary Ushers today are: Orlean Heidel and Carol Dobos  

Sanctuary Live Streaming Volunteers today are: Robert Sherby and Ethan Blacklock  

Deacons of the Day today are: Sandy Marulis and Frank Benages  

Elders Serving Communion today are: Frank Benages, Carol Stoner, and Sandy Dodge  

THE OFFERING AND SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 

Rather than giving a monetary offering tonight, you are invited to reflect on the truth that in 
this holy season,  the hope is that we become the offering that is given to God. Our offering is 
always given in response to the love and the saving grace that was first gifted to us through 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  In the sacrament of communion, we are 
strengthened to serve God as we are reminded how deep and wide God's love is for his 
people. 

CLOSING/DISMISSAL 
 

As you go from this service tonight, we invite you to observe a holy Lent through self-
examination and penitence, by prayer and fasting, by works of love and by reading and 
meditating on the Word of God. Go from here assured that from dust to dust, we belong to 
God.   
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LITANY OF PENITENCE 
(Responsive. Please join in the BOLD Type) 
 
Holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, 
and to the whole communion of saints 
in heaven and on earth, 
that we have sinned by our own fault 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, 
and mind, and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We have not forgiven others 
as we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
We have not listened to your call 
to serve as Christ served us. 
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 
We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness. 
For the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives, 
have mercy on us, O God. 
 
For our self-indulgent appetites and ways 
and our exploitation of other people, 
have mercy on us, O God. 
 
For our anger at our own frustration 
and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves, 
have mercy on us, O God. 

For our intemperate love of worldly goods and 
comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and 
work, 
have mercy on us, O God. 

 
For our negligence in prayer and worship, 
and our failure to commend the faith that is in us, 
have mercy on us, O God. 

 
Accept our 
repentance, O God, 
for the wrongs we 
have done. 
For our neglect of human need and suffering and 
our indifference to injustice and cruelty,  
have mercy on us, O God. 

 
For all false judgments, 
for uncharitable thoughts toward our 
neighbors, and for our prejudice and 
contempt 
toward those who differ from us, 
have mercy on us, O God. 

 
For our waste and pollution of your creation 
and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 
have mercy on us, O God. 

 
Create in us a clean 
heart, O God and renew 
a right spirit within us. 
Turn to us in your mercy and 
redeem us. Amen. 

The Wonderful Cross [Lyrics] 

Verse 1 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died 
My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride 
 
Verse 2 
See from His head His hands His feet 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown 
 
 

Chorus 1 
O the wonderful cross 
O the wonderful cross 
Bids me come and die and find 
That I may truly live 
O the wonderful cross 
O the wonderful cross 
All who gather here by grace 
Draw near and bless Your name 
 
Verse 3 
Were the whole realm of nature mine 
That were an offering far too small 
Love so amazing so divine 
Demands my soul my life my all 

 
First Presbyterian Church. Plymouth ● 701 Church Street ● Plymouth, MI 48170 

phone 734-453-6464 ● www.fpcp.net  
Check us out on Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurchofPlymouth 

Check us out on Facebook: facebook.com/FPCPlymouth/?ref=page_internal 


