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Minister’s Letter 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Churches around the world have changed dramatically since the onset of COVID-
19.  One change that we have to acknowledge is that a person’s first visit to our church 
will probably not be on a Sunday morning but will happen virtually through our 
church’s website.   

Because this first point of contact is so important, we have spent the last year working 
with an IT/ Marketing Company to create our church’s new website. 

I’m very pleased to say that we are almost done.  I’m also pleased to introduce to you 
our new church logo which will become official* at the time that our new website is 
launched.   

This new design is a near replica of the shape of many of our church’s historic 
windows.  For the person outside of our church, who knows nothing about us or even 
what church is about—the logo is an identifying feature.  We are the historic church 
within downtown Plymouth.  For those within the church—this logo represents a 
deeper call to allow the light of Christ to shine through us so that our lives and this 
church serve as a reflection of God’s Kingdom at work in the world today. 

It is our hope that this logo serves as an open invitation to everyone to look in and see 
all that our church has to offer. 

Thank you for inviting the light of Christ to shine through you, 

Emily 

 
 
 
 
 

*Please see the back page of this newsletter  

for a reflection on our current church logo. 
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Important Church Staff Update 

 
Dear Friends,  

 
This month, we will celebrate and thank God for the faithful ministry of Stu Dodge, our Church 
Business Manager.  Stu gave notice of his plans to retire effective October 6, 2023.  

 

Stu has been an outstanding employee and a truly wonderful servant of God over the past ten 
years. He has helped to see our church through many trials and transitions including COVID-19.  

During the pandemic, Stu was instrumental in securing a PPP (Paycheck Protection Plan) Loan for 
our church on the first day that it was offered. Through his actions, our church was able to keep its 
staff employed throughout the pandemic without issue.  

 

Throughout that time, Stu was also the one staff member who was consistently present in our 
church building working alongside our amazing Building and Grounds Team allowing workers to 
access our church so that our congregation would benefit from a new or renewed HVAC, Fire 
Suppression, Security, and Live Streaming systems. 

 

Stu also oversees three of our church staff as well as oversees all the onboarding and offboarding of 
all church employees.  He has recently helped our church switch banks following a check fraud 
issue.  Stu additionally offers a pastoral presence to families purchasing columbarium niches.  He 
gently reminds us to fulfill our pledge commitments to the church.  

 

Stu is very simply a blessing to our congregation. We will celebrate Stu's faithful service to God on 
Sunday, October 1st within both of our worship services. There will be a reception held in Stu's 
honor between the services on that day.  

 

I'm pleased to say that Stu and Sandy have every intention of maintaining an active presence in the 
church moving forward. Stu has graciously offered his assistance through the upcoming transition 
and with training for his successor.  

 

The HR Committee has been working hard to update Stu's job description and are beginning their 
search. If you know of anyone who may be interested in this full time Business Manager Position, 
please let me or Kurt Wilder, our HR Elder, know. Please also keep Stu and Sandy and our entire 
church family in your prayers during this time of transition.  

 

Thanking God for the gift and blessing of Stu Dodge,  

Emily 
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 FAITH COMMUNITIES COALITION ON FOSTER CARE 

         Western Wayne Oakland County Region  
         Saba Gebrai and Foster Youth will join us  

     On October 2nd at 6:30 p.m. virtually 
   Foster youth have the lowest graduation rate at 40% compared to 80% 

of the general population.  
Foster youth are working to change that statistic!!! They will share with us 

the work they are doing that will help ensure a consistent and 
complete educational experience and explain what we can do to help. 

 

Fifth Sunday  

 

Please consider helping your Deacons continue to serve needs in our country, our community, and 

the congregation with a donation on 5th Sunday, October 29th. 5th Sundays during the year provide 

the only revenue for the Deacon Fund. Special envelopes for this purpose can be found in the pews 

and in the chair pockets in the Upper Room that day. Donations can also be sent directly to Stu 

Dodge with notations that it is for the Deacon Fund. The Deacons have recently used funds to 

purchase a gift for our Unsung Hero, chicken for the August church wide potluck and The Daily 

Bread booklets. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

Stop by the Thrift Shop! 
 

The Presbyterian Thrift Shop has some beautiful merchandise you may be interested in! The 
proceeds from Thrift Shop sales go to the mission outreach of our church. 

The Thrift Shop hours are: 
Sunday Closed 
Monday Closed 

Tuesday 10 AM–2 PM 
Wednesday 6–8 PM 

Thursday 10 AM–2 PM 
Friday Closed 

Saturday 10 AM–3 PM 
 

Hurry over ... these items and much, much more won't be available long! 
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FPCP Mission Opportunities Completed in August 2023 
If you are interested in participating in any of these ministries, please contact Ailsa Blunk at 

lemonblunk@gmail.com.

 

 

Date Sponsor Benefitting 
Organization 

Event Monetary, 
Material 
Goods, 
Service 

Frequency Results 

August 
14, 

2023 

Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding 
in Faith 

Bible Study 

Hope Clinic Prepare & serve 
meals 

Service Monthly Served 184 meals, had 7 
volunteers, served 3 hours 

August 
24, 

2023 

Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding 
in Faith 

Bible Study 

Hope Clinic Prepare & serve 
meals 

Service Monthly Served 145 meals, had 5 
volunteers, served 3 hours 

8/10/23 
& 

08/24/2
3 

Local 
Mission 

Fort St. Open 
Door Mission 

Service in the 
Clothing Room 

Service as needed Chuck Hodge went 2 times in 
August for a total of 4 hrs. 

service 

8/27/20
23 - 

9/10/23 

NIMC Wilfred 
Kamanga / MMM 

Fundraiser for funds 
to sponsor Wilfred 
Kamanga, a Field 
Officer for Marion 

Medical, who 
installs wells 

Monetary Once Approx. $8,700 raised so far 

August Presbyteria
n Women 

Kids' Hope Made contact with 
potential mentors for 

fall, called 
references, program 

administration, 
learning about new 

training 
requirements. 

Service as needed Approx. 10 hours - by 
Director, Susan Johnson 

August FPCP 
Partners in 
Earth Care 

First Step 
Domestic 

Violence Shelter 

Plant and maintain 
raised garden beds 
throughout summer 

to provide clients 
with fresh produce. 

Service, 
Monetary 

Every 2 
weeks 

throughout 
summer 

Debra MacGregor weeded 
and harvested, served 2 

hours 

August Threads to 
Heal the 

Heart Quilt 
& Prayer 
Shawl 

Ministries 

Those in Need, 
Babies Baptized, 

etc. 

Sew quilts and 
crochet//knit prayer 

shawls, pocket 
prayer squares, 

quilts 

Service/ 
Goods 

as needed Baptismal quilts were given 
out (2 child and 1 adult) 

August NIMC Mtenthera CCAP Doug Kee traveled 
to Malawi and spent 

three days 
worshiping and 

visiting with 
members of our 
partner church, 

Mtenthera CCAP. 

Service as needed Activities included: preaching 
and leading Sunday English 

service, meeting with Session 
to review current issues, 

visiting and praying with shut 
in members at their homes, & 
dedicating a new pray house 

site (Mkokota 2). 

mailto:lemonblunk@gmail.com
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Date Sponsor Benefitting 
Organization 

Event Monetary, 
Material 
Goods,  
Service 

Frequency Results 

August Local 
Mission / 

Thrift Shop 

FPCP & 
Community 

Store operates to 
receive donations 

and resell to 
community. Money 
raised goes to our 
church's mission 

partners. 

ALL all year approx. 288 volunteer hrs. 
provided each month 

August Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding 
in Faith Bible 

Study 

Samaritas Meet with new 
refugee families at 
the Thrift Shop so 
new families can 
get needed items 

for new home. 

Goods/Service as needed Kiki Farrow met with several 
refugee families at the Thrift 
Shop to facilitate their visit. 

August Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding 
in Faith Bible 

Study 

St. John's Home 
for New 

Americans 

Painting of home 
to get ready to 
receive refugee 

family end of 
September. 

Service Once Fred Bertsch spent two days 
painting at the home. 

August Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding 
in Faith Bible 

Study 

St. John's Home 
for New 

Americans 

Cleaning of home 
in preparation for 

family's arrival 

Service Once Sharon Holcomb & Kiki Farrow 
spent three hours each 

cleaning. 

August B&G FPCP Members 
in Need 

Handyman 
Initiative 

Service as needed Completed 3 requests 

August Listening to 
Jesus: 

Responding 
in Faith Bible 

Study 

St. John's Home 
for New 

Americans 

Bible Study group 
provided new 

bedding for home 
(sheets, pillows, 
mattress covers, 

etc.) 

Goods Once Provided bedding for 5 beds. 

August Threads to 
Heal the 

Heart Quilt & 
Prayer Shawl 
Ministries & 
Presbyterian 

Women 

St. John's Home 
for New 

Americans 

4 twin-size and 1 
queen-size quilts 
are made and 

being donated to 
St. John Episcopal 
home for incoming 

refugee family 

Service/ Goods as needed Getting date for them to be 
delivered. 

July NIMC Marion Medical Worked on 
volunteer 

training, fall trip 
preparation and 

leadership 
succession 

projects 

Service as needed Doug Kee worked approx. 
12 hours 

July Local 
Mission / 

Thrift Shop 

FPCP & 
Community 

Store operates to 
receive 

donations and 
resell to 

community. 
Money raised 
goes to our 

church's mission 
partners. 

ALL all year approx. 100 volunteer hrs. 
provided each month 
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FPCP Fall 2023 Worship Schedule 

Sanctuary Service 9:30 am; Upper Room Service 11: 15 am 

(unless otherwise noted) 
 
 

Sunday, October 1st  Worldwide Communion Sunday.   
Rev Ashley is preaching on A Call to Prayer:  “Give us This Day, our Daily Bread”   Recognition of 
the retirement of Stu Dodge, Church Business Manager at all services. 
 

Sunday, October 8th 

Sanctuary:  Gospel Choir Concert led by The Chancel Choir 

Upper Room Service only: Rev. Campbell is preaching on:  A Call to Prayer: “Forgive us our 
Debts” 
 

Sunday, October 15th  Rev Ashley is preaching on:  A Call to Prayer:  “Forgive us our Debts 
as we Forgive...” 
 

Sunday, October 22nd   40th Anniversary of Sue Scott’s Music Ministry  
Rev Campbell is preaching on A Call to Prayer:  “Lead us and Deliver Us….” 

Chancel Choir and Joyful Ringers leading sanctuary worship together.  
  
 Extra Worship Opportunity:  On Sunday, October 22nd  
at 2:00 pm --Sue Scott’s 40th Anniversary Concert 

 

Sunday, October 29th from 9:30 am -10:45 am  

ONE COMBINED EXTENDED WORSHIP SERVICE   
Rev Campbell is preaching on:  A Call to Prayer:  “Responding In Faith and Praise” 

Music by The Chancel Choir & Chris DuPont and Kylee Phillips  
We will be celebrating Reformation Sunday as we present Bibles to 2nd Graders   
We will be Welcoming New Membership into the fellowship of our church 

We will be Celebrating the opportunity we have to partner with God in the Building up of His 
Kingdom as we dedicate our Stewardship Offerings  
 

All of this will be followed by a Church-Wide Celebration Potluck (held in 
our Church’s Dining Room and Fellowship Hall) 
 

+++ 
 

Sunday Nov.  5th St. Andrew’s Sunday and Communion Sunday. 

Rev Campbell is preaching on “Encounters of Grace: A Sinner’s Party”  (Mark 2: 13-17) 

David Martin, bagpiper in Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir 

Mark Phillips, violin in Upper Room with Chris DuPont and Kylee Phillips.   
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Session Highlights 

Highlights from the September 18th Session meeting. 
Received reports from our Ministers, Clerk, Committees, Deacons, and PW. 
WELCOME TO THE NEW ELDERS!  Mike Andridge, Mike Dean, Dale DeLoy, Amy D’Urso, Wayne 
Krupin, Pat Murphy, Dana Stonerook, Jen Van Hala, and Steve Marulis-Clerk 

Approved all standing committees, Church Treasurer and Clerk of Session positions. 
 

Minister’s report:   

•Stu Dodge, Church Business Manager, will be retiring in October.  Session thanked him for his 
time of employment.  Elders expressed their appreciation for Stu’s service.   

•Thanked Kathy Bernard for all the work she’s done on the church website. 

•Reported that there will not be Presbytery meetings for a while as the Presbytery is going 
through many changes. 
 

Presbyterian Women:   

•Sponsoring a community event on “Safety at Home & Away from Home”. 

•Festival of Tables will be in memory of Irene Skimins. 
 

Local Mission: Reported upcoming collection for First Step/Ark and Second Mile Center golf 
outing. 
 

Member Connect:  Membership Exploration Classes will be held Sunday, October 8, 2023, from 1-
3 pm in person and Sunday, and October 22, 2023, from 7-8 pm on-line. 
 

Stewardship: Stewardship Celebration Sunday is October 29, 2023.  Will partner with the Worship 
committee to host a celebratory all church potluck. Stay tuned! 
 

Worship:   

•Join us to celebrate Sue Scott’s 40th anniversary with FPCP on Sunday, October 22, 2023. 

•Approved FPCP hosting the Community Thanksgiving Handbell Concert on Sunday, November 
19th.   

•Approved on-line service only for Sunday, December 31st.  
 
B & G:  

•Discussed increasing the number of niches in the Columbarium. 

•Announced upcoming resurfacing of the parking lot. 
 
Human Resources: 

•The HR Committee approved acknowledgement of Juneteenth (June 19th) and the Friday, July 
5th day after the July 4th holiday at which time the church will be closed. 

 
Christian Nurture:   

•The Children and Youth Ministry programs started the year with a “Fall kickoff” to welcome kids 
and parents back to fellowship. 

•A kids’ corner has been established in the Upper Room; Laura Craig will be available to work 
with the kids. 

 
NIMC:  

•Continuing support for Wilfred Kamanga and the Marion Medical Mission well project. 

•Stay tuned for the Youth Haven toy drive. 
 
Finance: 

•The church audit has been completed, thank you, Stu!   
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A letter from the family of Irene Skimins 
 
 
To the family of faith at FPCP:  

Jim, Gillian, Alyssa, Emma, and I want to send a note of sincere gratitude for those of 
you who were able to join us honoring Mum, Irene Skimins. It was lovely being able to 
spend time with so many familiar faces. It was extremely special to see the number of 
folks join us and take their time to celebrate and honor Mum’s life and her time 
at FPCP. 

Also, a special thanks to Sandy, Darlene, and Ailsa for your lovely words capturing 
Mum so well. You all represented the time both Mum and Dad spent together in the 
Ministry at FPCP in such a thoughtful, funny, and beautiful way. We know her smile 
was shining on us during your messages.  

Thank you to Emily who found a lovely thread to create a message centered on how 
Mum was a host, highlighting her welcoming spirit to all who knew her, her 
steadfastness, and her strong foundation of faith.  

Thank you to Sue Scott and Sandy Dodge for your help in planning for the special 
day. Also, Sue, for sharing your talents on the organ and filling the sanctuary with 
such praise.  

We also appreciate the choir for taking the time to join us to honor Mum through 
some traditional pieces which mean so much to our family. And a grateful thanks to 
David Martin for playing the pipes during the service. And to Sierris Smith, thank you 
for sharing your time and talents to make the service available online and helping 
coordinate the video montage we shared.  

To the group who coordinated, organized, and did all the work for the lunch, thank 
you! It was a wonderful surprise and tribute to see the beautifully decorated tables 
and the recreated baked goods from Mum’s recipes. We also know how tricky and 
hard those recipes are. Many batches have landed in the trash bin through the 
years as we have attempted them ourselves.  

We also want to thank you for planning the festival of Tables in Mum's memory. She 
would be truly humbled and honored. We hope to join you all for the evening.  

We are grateful Mum's memory will live on with so many of you. Thank you for 
helping us honor her on a very special day. With God's faith and love, we will continue 
to celebrate her as we move forward with this new chapter of our family.  

Sincerely, Lesley Skimins on behalf of Jim, Gillian, Alyssa, and Emma 
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As we introduce our new church logo, we also retire our current logo which has 
served this church well for the past ten years from 2013-2023. 

What you may not know about this logo is that it came to us as the winner of a church-
wide competition to design a logo that represents our church’s vision statement.  I’m 
extremely grateful to Jan Sockolosky, a long-time and very beloved member of this 
church, for creating this design.  This logo certainly has been a blessing to our 
congregation and a helpful representation of our church’s vision statement.   

Moving forward, our church’s vision statement will not change as it is the beloved 
focus of our ministry.  

We are a family of faith, called to celebrate God's message of love and forgiveness in Jesus 

Christ. Guided by the living Word of God, we nurture one another through worship, prayer, 

teaching, and fellowship. Led by the Holy Spirit, we reach out with hearts and hands to those 

in need, seeking to inspire hope in an ever-changing community and world. 


