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Minister’s Letter 
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

We use that greeting often in church. “Friends, let’s pray.” Or “Friends, I have a few announcements 
to share …”  

These words are often shared because we are friends. We’re family. We’re together on this faith 
journey. And together, we’re about to move into a new season within our church calendar. 

Yet, as we begin this new season, we are also aware that there are many people who are 
struggling. There are those struggling with grief within our church family and also within our country. 
You can open any newsfeed and see recent images of the devastation caused by the hurricane that 
swept the Southeast or by the fires that swept Hawaii. 

But did you happen to see the image of the house in Maui that survived the fire? 

Friends, Google it, if you have not seen it. 

It turns out that this house survived the fires because of the five feet of river rock that surrounded the 
house. The fire could not consume the house because of that protection. 

We are similarly blessed to have a house that’s protected but our protection comes not from river 
rock but from the Holy Spirit surrounding us. This protection does not mean that we will escape trials 
or hardship, but it does mean that our trials will not consume us. 

Building on a history that spans 188 years, our church continues to serve as a beacon of light in the 
midst of Downtown Plymouth, sharing the Good News of Jesus with those who are hurting, asking 
questions, and exploring faith.  

The Holy Spirit is calling each of us, as members of FPCP, to also serve as beacons of light and 
hope and healing. And that, dear friends, is precisely why I’m excited for this new church year.  

The Spirit is at work here - both within you and within our church as a whole. I look forward to seeing 
all that God will do with our shared time and talents and resources. I know that we will grow in faith 
and that God will be glorified.  

Please know that I thank God for this church, and for you! 

I’m excited for this coming year! 

Wishing you the peace of Christ today and always, 

Emily 
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Coming September 12, 2023! 
Disciple — Fast Track 

New Testament, 12 Weeks 
 

Fast Track is a modification of the original Disciple program. It provides 
a thorough introduction to the Bible in one-third less time from the 
original program.  
  

Participants are asked to spend 75 minutes in discussion in the weekly 
sessions. The group will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday evenings. 
Participants are asked, too, to read 20-30 minutes of the Bible, five to 
six days per week. The hybrid study is being offered in person and on 
Zoom.  
  

A five minute weekly DVD and questions from the workbook will be the 
basis for group discussions.  
 

The cost of the Fast Track, New Testament workbook is $14 plus shipping, and can be purchased 
through Cokesbury. Amazon also carries the study manual but at a higher price. 
 
If you have questions about the class or about securing a workbook, please call Nancy White, 
mobile number: 734-502-2831. 
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Ready to discuss The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn?   
             We will also review Demon Copperhead,  

by Barbara Kingsolver  (2022) 
 

Set in the mountains of southern Appalachia, Demon 
Copperhead is the story of a boy born to a teenaged single 
mother in a single-wide trailer, with no assets beyond his 

dead father’s good looks and copper-colored hair, a caustic wit, and a fierce talent for 
survival. Relayed in his own voice, Demon braves  the modern perils of foster care, child labor, 

derelict schools, athletic success, addiction, disastrous loves, and crushing losses.  

Monday, September 25 
Presbyterian Women in Evening Book Group 

Discuss a Banned Book and a Newer Pub 
 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn was published in 1884. Set in the 1840’s, 
Huckleberry Finn takes off on a raft down the Mississippi with Jim, a slave seeking 
his freedom. They run into two con artists, the Duke and the King, as they drift 
southward, and Huck reunites with Tom Sawyer near the end of the book. The 
book exposes attitudes prevalent at the times, especially racism, and includes 
coarse language.  
The book was banned on social grounds.  The references to and treatment of 
African Americans in the novel reflect the time about which it was written, but critics 
have thought such language inappropriate for study and reading in schools and libraries. 

Please join the discussion, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel on Monday, September 25 
Questions?  Contact Nancy White at 734-502-2831 (mobile) or   nancy.white795@gmail.com 
Please alert Nancy, too, if you need to attend the discussion on Zoom. 

This is the first of four 
evening book discussions by 
Presbyterian Women in 
2023-2024.   
 

Other discussions will take 
place on November 27, 2023  
January 29, 2024 
and April 22, 2024 
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FPCP Mission Opportunities Completed in July, 2023 
If you are interested in participating in any of these ministries, please contact Ailsa Blunk at 

lemonblunk@gmail.com.

 

 

Date Sponsor 
Benefitting 

Organization Event 

Monetary, 
Material 
Goods, 
Service Frequency Results 

July 7, 8, 
9 Youth Colina de Luz 

"Art in the Park" 
Parking Lot 
Fundraiser Monetary 1 per year 

Approx. $7,700 
raised 

July 10, 
2023 

Listening 
to Jesus: 

Respondin
g in Faith 

Bible 
Study Hope Clinic 

Prepare & serve 
meals Service Monthly 

Served 193 
meals, had 7 
volunteers, 

served 4 hours 

July 11, 
2023 

Local 
Mission 

Fort St. Open 
Door Mission 

Service in the 
Clothing Room Service as needed 

Doug Kee 
worked 3 hours 

July 14, 
2023 

FPCP 
Partners in 
Earth Care 

First Step 
Domestic 
Violence 
Shelter 

Plant and maintain 
raised garden beds 
throughout summer 

to provide clients 
with fresh produce. 

Service, 
Financial 

Every 2 
weeks 

throughout 
summer 

Ailsa & Craig 
Blunk weeded 
and planted, 

served 2 hours 

July 15, 
2023 NIMC Marion Medical 

Led volunteer 
training for African 

trip Service as needed 
Doug Kee 
worked 5 hours 

July 16th- 
July 21, 

2023 

Local 
Mission / 
Christian 
Nurture 

Northville Civic 
Concern 

Collection of Goods 
with VBS. Also 

decorated 
placemats. Goods Once 

John & Val 
McKinley spent 
3 hours picking 
up and 
delivering to 
Northville Civic 
Concern 

July 29th 
& 30th 

Local 
Mission/
Peggy 

Kmeciak 

Wayne State 
Aged Out 

Foster Children, 
Second Mile 

Center, MDSS, 
Hands Across 
the Water, St. 
John's Home 
for Refugees Backpack Drive Goods Once per year 

School Supplies 
and backpacks 
collected. 
Approximately 
330 filled 
backpacks will 
be delivered to 
various 
agencies. Also, 
gift cards for 
Wayne State 
students. 

July 24, 
2023 VBS Hope Clinic 

Decorated and 
stuffed bags with 
food donations to 

make lunches. Goods Once 

Delivered 76 
lunches.  John 
& Val McKinley 
spent 2 hours 
delivering 
lunches that the 
VBS students 
put together 

mailto:lemonblunk@gmail.com
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Date Sponsor 
Benefitting 

Organization Event 

Monetary, 
Material 
Goods,  
Service Frequency Results 

July 6, July 
13, July 20 
& July 27th 

Local 
Mission 

Fort St. Open 
Door Mission 

Service in the 
Clothing Room Service as needed 

Chuck Hodge went 4 
times in July for a total of 
9 hrs. service 

July 27, 
2023 

Listening 
to Jesus: 

Respondin
g in Faith 

Bible 
Study Hope Clinic 

Prepare & 
serve meals Service Monthly 

Served 215 meals, had 6 
volunteers, served 3 

hours 

July 29, 
2023 

FPCP 
Partners in 
Earth Care 

First Step 
Domestic 
Violence 
Shelter 

Plant and 
maintain raised 

garden beds 
throughout 
summer to 

provide clients 
with fresh 
produce. 

Service, 
Financial 

Every 2 
weeks 

throughout 
summer 

Corinne Kee weeded and 
harvested, served 2 

hours 

July 31, 
2023 

Local 
Mission Hope Clinic 

Served dinner 
and put 
together 
lunches 

Service, 
Goods Monthly 

Served 184 dinners and 
126 lunches.  We had 8 
volunteers that worked 
for 4 hours to prep and 
serve 

July B&G 

FPCP 
Members in 

Need 
Handyman 

Initiative Service as needed Completed 5 requests 

July Deacons 
Suppers of 

Support 

Provide meals 
for those in 

need 
Goods/
Service as needed 

Provided 4 meals for 
family 

July 
Presbyteri
an Women Kids' Hope 

Made contact 
with potential 
mentors for 

fall, also online 
organization of 

related 
material Service as needed 

Approx. 3 hours - director 
hours 

July NIMC 
Marion 
Medical 

Worked on 
volunteer 

training, fall trip 
preparation 

and leadership 
succession 

projects Service as needed 
Doug Kee worked 
approx. 12 hours 

July 

Local 
Mission / 

Thrift 
Shop 

FPCP & 
Community 

Store operates 
to receive 

donations and 
resell to 

community. 
Money raised 
goes to our 

church's 
mission 
partners. ALL all year 

approx. 100 volunteer 
hrs. provided each month 
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 Thank You for Your Help With The Backpack Drive 

This picture shows some very happy social workers that service 
foster families in Wayne County. They just received backpacks filled 
with school supplies to distribute to children living in foster care, 
thanks to FPCP. Over seven agencies approached me for help this 
year, requesting double the number of backpacks we filled last year.  

As always, we turn the need over to God and are grateful for all we 
get. But just like manna in the wilderness, God supplied our needs 
and we filled 385 backpacks (twice what we did last year.) I am 
beyond grateful to the MANY that donated, shopped, sorted and 
filled.   

We also donated to Second Mile Center and to the refugee families 
that are moving into our area. 

Philippians 4:6 & 7 

Peggy Fisher-Kmieciak and Local Mission 
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FPCP Fall 2023 Worship Schedule 

Fall Preaching Theme:   A Call to Prayer (A Study of the Lord’s Prayer) 
  
Service times:  (These times remain the same each week unless otherwise noted) 

9:30 am Sanctuary 
11:15 am  Upper Room Service 

September 
Sunday, September 10

th   

Rev Campbell is preaching on A Call to Prayer:  “Our Father…Hallowed Be” 
             The Sacrament of Communion is celebrated at both services. 
             Chancel Choir returns to the sanctuary/ Fall Fest Weekend 
 
 
Sunday September 17

th   

Rev Campbell is preaching on A Call to Prayer:  “Thy Kingdom Come” 
             Sunday School resumes at the 9:30 am service 
 
 
Sunday September 24

th   

Rev Campbell is preaching on A Call to Prayer:  “Thy Will Be Done"     
 

October  
Sunday October 1

st
 
  

Rev Ashley is preaching on A Call to Prayer:  “Give us This Day, our Daily Bread” 
 Worldwide Communion Sunday 
  
Sunday October 8th

  
Gospel Choir Concert in Sanctuary at 10:30 am 

11: 15 am Upper Room Service  Rev. Campbell is preaching “Forgive us our Debts” 
  
Sunday October 15th

   

Rev Ashley is preaching on A Call to Prayer:  “Forgive Us our Debts as we Forgive...” 
  
  
Sunday October 22nd

   

Rev Campbell is preaching on A Call to Prayer:  “Lead us and Deliver Us….” 
             40

th
 Anniversary of Sue Scott’s Music Ministry 

            9:30 am Chancel Choir and Joyful Ringers together in worship.   
            11: 15 am Upper Room Service 
             2: 00 PM  40

th
 Anniversary Concert 

             
Sunday October 29

th
 
  

Rev Campbell is preaching on A Call to Prayer:  “Responding In Faith.  The Language of 
 Praise”  ONE COMBINED EXTENDED WORSHIP SERVICE ONLY IN Sanctuary at 9:30 am 

           Chancel Choir and Chris DuPont and Kylee Phillips leading music 
Reformation Sunday:  2

nd
 Grade Bibles Distributed;  New Members Welcome; 

 Stewardship Response followed by: 

              11: 00  AM Church Wide Celebration Potluck 
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It is with the deepest of sorrows that we let you know of the death of Irene Christina Skimins. Irene 
passed away on August 4, 2023. 

 

Please pray for Jim and the family as they go through 

these difficult stages of grief. 

 

A memorial service will take place at the First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth on Saturday, Sep-
tember 16th at 11: 00 am with a luncheon reception to follow. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be donated in Irene’s name to the P.E.O. STAR Schol-
arship https://donations.peointernational.org/peo-donation-star please enter EA/MI under the 

“chapter to receive credit”.  

https://donations.peointernational.org/peo-donation-star
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Saturday Morning Men's Bible Study - Starts Sept. 16 at 7:45am  

To all men: you are invited to join SMMBS as we start on Saturday, September 16 at 7:45am-
9:15am, meeting in the Hearth Room and Zoom is also available. Our study this Fall will be based 
on "A Call To Prayer": we will study what Scripture teaches us, we will discuss each week's sermon 
as preached by Emily and Ashley on the Lord's Prayer, and our resource guide will be "Before 
Amen" by Max Lucado. We pray you will consider joining with us to strengthen our individual and 
collective prayer life! Contact Tom Weaver at ttw@comcast.net for more information and to get on 
our weekly email list.  
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A Prayer for a New Church Year 

 
Wondrous God, you have blessed us with a new season in the life of our church. With every change, 
we are reminded of your power, your purpose, and your gracious provision.   

Thank you for the men and women who have answered your call to serve by serving as our new 
class of Elders and Deacons.  Bless them, we pray. 

As this new season begins, we pray for our children, for our teenagers, and for our college students 
who are all returning to school.  Keep them forever in your care. 

We pray for teachers everywhere but especially those who serve within our church as Sunday 
School Teachers, Nursery Workers, and as Youth Leaders.  Grant them wisdom and strength, we 
pray. 

We ask your blessing upon the members of our Chancel Choir and on our Joyful Ringers. May their 
faith be strengthened while they glorify you through music. 

We pray for anyone seeking to grow in faith as they join Bible studies and serve on committees. May 
all those who seek you, find you. 

Please bless the staff of our church and all who answer your call to serve in the Thrift Shop, or as 
part of the Hospitality Committee, or as part of the Building and Grounds Committee or in some 
other way.   

May we be your faithful disciples at work in the world today.   

This we pray in the strong name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 


