
SEPTEMBER 27TH 2020 SERMON QUESTIONS 

“LIFE TOGETHER” — IN THE DESERT 

-MARK HOVERMALE- 

1. Did you identify with Mark’s description of being in “the desert” when it comes to 
living life?  Have you ever experienced “the desert” or know someone who has?


2. The Israelites go to response while being in the desert was to complain.  As you 
reflect on your life experiences, what is your go to response when life starts wearing 
you down?


3. The Israelites did complain but they also did not trust God or apply their faith to their 
time in the desert.  Reflect on the idea of applying your faith.  Whether in the desert 
or just going through a tough time how do you feel you apply your faith in that time 
of life?


4. Jesus came into his time of testing (temptation) hungry and not 100 percent 
physically.  Mark said that many times when we enter the desert, we enter that time 
worn down and not at our best.  Spend a few moments thinking about a few times 
in your life where you entered a tough stretch not at your “best”.  Now, think about 
how Jesus handled the desert even though He wasn’t at his best.  With these 
reflections, is there one or two things you could try to apply next time you find 
yourself in the “desert” of life? 

5. Again and again Jesus responds to the Devil with Scripture.  Simply put, what does 
this say to you about the importance of Scripture and truly knowing it? 

6. Jesus clearly communicates that He is reliant on God the Father for His spiritual 
food.  As you evaluate your life, do you rely on God for your needs both spiritually 
and physically or do you rely on yourself or other things ahead of God when it 
comes to those needs? 

7. Jesus is offered all the riches and power of the kingdoms of this world if He would 
simply worship the Devil.  He says no and uses Scripture again to refute the Devil.  
He does what is right but it costs Him the riches and power of the earth.  Can you 
think of a time where you did what was right and it cost you something?  On the 
other side of the coin, can you think of a time where you should have done what 
was right but you chose to “get ahead” instead?  What takeaways do you find when 
you reflect on those different situations? 

8. Mark’s final point was that in both situations (though the Israelites and Jesus could 
not have acted differently in their time in the desert) God was faithful.  How does 
this simple yet very important truth encourage you in your faith today and your time 
in the desert of life?


