
Sermon Questions for Sunday, January 31, 2021

Being the Light based on Matthew 5: 14-16. 

Ephesians 5:8-10; 2 Corinthians 4: 5-7 

In her Inaugural poem, The Hill We Climb, Amanda Gorman, our nation’s youth poet laureate began 
by asking the question: “When day comes, we ask ourselves, where can we find light in this 
never-ending shade?” 

1. In our worship services throughout January, we have been looking for light in the midst 
of never- ending shade.  We discovered light in… 

a.  A Star.  Matthew 2: 1-12 reminds us that God provides light that leads people closer to 
Him.   

b. Creation.  In Genesis 1: 1-5 we were reminded that God pushed back the darkness of 
night with the light of day and in John 1: 5 we are reminded that the light shines in the 
darkness and the darkness has not overcome it. 

c.  Jesus.  In John 8:12, Jesus proclaims, “I am the Light of the World.  What does the rest 
of that verse say? 

d. The armor of Light.   The apostle Paul writes about this in Romans 13:12 -14.  What do 
those verses say we are to set aside?  (vs 12) What are we to wear? (vs 14) 

2.  Where does Matthew 5:14-16 say the light is found? 

3.  How does that statement make you feel?  

4. Why has this shift happened from Jesus bringing the light of the world to us serving in 
that role?  (See John 9:5 and 2 Cor. 5: 12-16) How can we possibly serve in this role?  
What resources are at our disposal?  

5. In Ephesians 5: 8-10 we are called to “live as children of light” and “find out what please 
the Lord.”  What do you think pleases the Lord? (See Matthew 5: 14-16) 

6.  As we live a life of worship in response to God, what posture do we take on as we 
focus upwards on God in worship, reaching outwards in service to others and digging 
deep in study through scripture and prayer?  Whose life do we reflect? 

7. What happens when we fail to be the light of God today?  (See 2 Corinthians 4:7) What is 
God looking for from us?  What is God not looking for? 

8. How does Amanda Gorman’s poem The Hill We Climb end?  
           “For there is _______________   light.  
             If only we are _______________enough to __________ it. 
             If only we are ______________ enough to ____________ it.


