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Dear Friends, 

 
I am excited to kick off our worship in March with the celebration of our church’s 188

th
 Anniversary.  I 

love that we are able to join together as one church family in a combined worship service (held at 
9:30 am in the sanctuary) to recognize this joyful occasion. I am thrilled that our Chancel Choir will 
be singing along with our Upper Room Musicians within this service. I trust that this blended style 
will enhance our praise.   

Our Anniversary celebration will carry on after worship with our church-wide potluck brunch. Thank 
you to everyone who is bringing either a breakfast casserole, breakfast bread, or fruit to share. You 
are blessing the congregation with your offering! 

You may wonder why as a church we are making such a fuss over this particular church anniversary 
which does not seem to be a significant number. As people of faith, we choose to celebrate each 
anniversary with joy recognizing that in every change within the life of our church, God is at work.   

Only one year ago, in our 187
th
 church Anniversary celebration, we were celebrating that we were 

now able to hold our anniversary celebration back within our church building.  After more than a year 
absence, we were also able to enjoy the Chancel Choir’s presence within our Anniversary 
celebration.   We forget that it was only one year ago, that our congregation relaxed its face mask 
policy for the Upper Room Service.  One year ago, were we holding our first New Member class in 
over two years. 

There are so many changes in the course of one year.  As we look back,  we can see God at work in 
these changes, but we can also see God at work in the upcoming changes within the life of our 
church. 

To this end, I invite you on this Anniversary Sunday and within this Anniversary month to please be 
in prayer for all the changes ahead for our congregation.   You may or may not be aware of all the 
searches currently taking place in our church which will help strengthen our leadership moving 
forward. 

I invite you to please pray for all the volunteers and staff members involved with these searches 
trusting that God’s Spirit will lead these committees to the individuals already chosen by God to 
serve our church at this time.  If you have any questions or suggestions related to any of these 
searches, please contact the Pastoral Liaison or individual listed in bold type.   
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Our present Search Committees are: 

Nominating Committee: seeking Elders and Deacons for our church. Members: Kris Black, 
Barbara Bullotta, Dave Hansen, Julie Heasley, Cathy McKinstry, Steve Marulis and Sandy 
Dodge.   Pastor Liaison: Rev. Emily Campbell 

Youth Director Search Committee: seeking the next Director of Youth Ministry for our 
church.  Members: Mary Devine, Anita Hazelwood, Julie Heasley, Doug Kee, Tom Weaver, Kurt 
Wilder.  Pastor Liaison: Rev. Ashley Ashley 

Sanctuary Music Director Search Committee: seeking the next Director of Sanctuary Music for 
our church. Members: Gretchen Andridge, Gwyn Jones, Debra MacGregor, Tom Weaver, Kurt 
Wilder. Pastor Liaison: Rev. Emily Campbell 

Nursery Coordinator Search Committee: seeking the next Nursery Coordinator for our 
church.  Members: Laura Craig, Tom Weaver. Pastor Liaison: Rev. Ashley Ashley 

It may be helpful for you to know that Tom Weaver and Kurt Wilder are currently serving on Session 
as our Human Resources (HR) Elders which is why they sit at present on multiple committees. 

Other upcoming initiatives in the life of our church which you can also pray for are: 

The new FPCP Website: developing and implementing the next-generation website for FPCP 
(expected launch late Spring 2023).  

Updated FPCP Directories (both standard format and pictorial format) 

Please know that your prayers, input, and service are a tremendous blessing to our congregation.   

Thank you for your part in shaping the future of this congregation,   

Emily  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY,  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 

PLYMOUTH 
CELEBRATING 188 YEARS 
On February 23, 1833, members of the community met to begin talking about starting our church. It 

was two years later in 1835 that the first building was constructed. That was before Michigan even 

became a state!  

• Our first Minister, Alexander McJunkin (1835) was paid $200.00 annually.  

• It cost $386.52, or $11.00 per member, to build the church. It was a white frame building. 

• We were initially organized under the name of “Second Presbyterian Church of Plymouth”. 

Northville and Plymouth were part of the same community and Northville had already taken the 

name “First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth.” 

• 1849: The brick church was built.  

• 1886: We became the "First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth." 

• 1869: The first women were appointed to a church committee.  

• 1877: The brick church was renovated.  

• 1886: The first church manse was built. A new manse was built on Main Street in 1911, then 

sold and moved in 1982.  

• 1916: An addition was added to the original brick church.  

• 1936: The church burned. Rev. Nichol discovered the fire. The church lectern and Bible were 

found intact in the basement, which can now be found in the Tower Room.  

• Services were held at the Masonic Temple until November 1937. The cornerstone was laid 

May 1937.  

• 1950: The Presbyterian Thrift Shop started.  

• 1952: A second service began.  

• 1955: The tower bells were dedicated.  

• 1959: Our name changed from "First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth" to the First United 

Presbyterian Church of Plymouth." This came about following a merger in 1958 of the 

Presbyterian Church USA and The United Presbyterian Church of North America.  

• 1976: First woman clerk of session.  

• 1983: United was dropped and we again became the "First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth."  

• 2002: New addition added to the church.  

• 2007: Beginning of national mission relationship with Colina De Luz orphanage.  

• 2009: the Upper Room service was started.  

• 2010: Beginning of international mission partnership with our sister church in Malawi.  

• 2019: Emily Riley Campbell was called to serve as our Senior Minister. 

• 2020: Online and parking lot services began in response to a worldwide pandemic. 

• 2020: Ashley S. Ashley was called to serve as our Associate Minister. 

• 2021: Indoor worship services resumed, and livestreaming began. 
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Our Heavenly Father has been gracious to this congregation for generations. Over that time, He has 
given His children the gift of eternal life through His son, Jesus Christ. He has given the gift of His 
Holy Spirit to comfort, teach and guide us. He has attended every wedding, every baptism, every 
funeral, and worship service performed at this church. His Spirit is still here at every committee 
meeting, every prayer service, bible study and program. He cares for us today just as He cared for 
those who came before us. He laughs with joy over our successes, forgives us when we sin, weeps 
with us when we are suffering, listens to the yearnings of our hearts, and teaches us His way.  

 

Together we have weathered many changes, with God always guiding us. We. Are. Blessed.  

 

Anniversary Sunday, March 5, 2023 

One combined worship service from  

9:30-10:45 A.M. 

 

Praising God  

Celebrating our history and our future. 

 

Recognizing these 50-year members: 

James Carney, Margaret Daniel, Stu Dodge, Marion Dunaitis, Sally Evans, Diane Phelps Feldkamp, 

Gerry & Les Kitchen, Betty Leach, Dale Leanhardt, Karen Libbing, Linda Luke, Marjorie Lynch, 

Charles Mather, Carolyn Minnick, Judy Morgan, Gregg Packard, Vera Lou Scott, Sterling Shephard, 

Lary Smith, Nancy Soderholm, Mary & Joe Uhl, Laura Upton, Bob & Nancy White 

 

Join us for a potluck brunch following worship from 11:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M 
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Monday, March 27,  Presbyterian Women discuss 
West With Giraffes by Lynda Rutledge 

 

For this discussion, the PW have selected a heart-warming, rousing  novel 
inspired by the incredible true story of two giraffes who made headlines and 
won the hearts of Depression-era America. 
 

Woodrow Wilson Nickel, age 105, feels his life ebbing away. But when he 
learns giraffes are going extinct, he finds himself recalling the unforgettable 
experience he cannot take to his grave. 
 

It’s 1938. The Great Depression lingers. Hitler is threatening Europe, and 
world-weary Americans long for wonder. They find it in two giraffes who 
miraculously survive a hurricane while crossing the Atlantic. What follows is 
a twelve-day road trip in a custom truck to deliver Southern California’s first 
giraffes to the San Diego Zoo.   
 

Behind the wheel is Woodrow Wilson Nickel. Inspired by true events, the 
tale weaves real-life figures with fictional ones, including the world’s first 
female zoo director, a crusty old man with a past, a young female 
photographer with a secret, and assorted reprobates as spotty as the 
giraffes. 
 
Part adventure, part historical saga, and part coming-of-age love story, West 
with Giraffes explores what it means to be changed by the grace of animals, 
the kindness of strangers, the passing of time, and a story told before it’s too late. 

Please join the discussion, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel on Monday, March 27. 

Questions?  Contact Nancy White at 734-502-2831 (mobile) or   nancy.white795@gmail.com 

Please alert Nancy, too, if you would like to attend the discussion on Zoom. 

This is the fourth of  five 

evening book discussions 

by Presbyterian Women 

in 2022-2023 
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REGULAR EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

Bible Studies 

Sunday 
Continuing the Word | 5:30 pm weekly - Hybrid (Chapel & Zoom), Contact: Dana Hearn 
Listening to Jesus | 7:00 pm weekly - Zoom Only, Contact: Doug Kee & Nancy Sullivan 
Tuesday 
Tuesday Evening Bible Study | 7:00 pm weekly - Hybrid (Room 134 & Zoom), Contact: Nancy White 
PW Horizons Bible Study | 7:00 pm - 2nd Tuesday of the month -Hybrid (Calvin Room & Zoom),  
Contact: Kiki Farrow 
Wednesday 
Early Word | 7:45 am weekly - Zoom Only, Contact: Sue Kage 
Women's Bible Study | 9:45 am weekly - Hybrid (Upper Room/Hearth Room & Zoom), Contact: Sue Kage 
Saturday 
Saturday Morning Men's Bible Study | 7:45 am weekly - Hybrid (Hearth Room & Zoom), Contact: Tom 
Weaver 

Adopt-A-Bed 2023 

Hello, FPCP gardeners! As you may know, FPCP will be a featured site on the Trailwood Garden 

Club garden walk on Tuesday, June 27th, 2023. In preparation for this opportunity to showcase our 

church within our community we will be posting the Adopt-A-Bed program sign-up sheets in March. 

Before the maps and assignments are posted, all current gardeners will receive an email about their 

current location with the choice to continue with their present garden bed(s) or to open those to 

other volunteers. Due to the special event in June there will also be additional volunteer 

opportunities for members to assist this year. 
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Got Junk? 

 

The Plymouth District Library held a webinar on “Responsible Decluttering” led by Stephanie 
Seferian. This author (books available at the PDL) presented an alternative view to dealing with 
excess “stuff.” Seferian goes beyond Marie Kondo’s minimalist advocacy. She promotes decluttering 
in a manner that does not further burden the planet with items being added to our bursting 
landfills. Here are her “5 Pillars of Responsible Decluttering.” 
 
0.  Start simple, slow and easy:  It may be one room or area per week, a 52 week plan. 
1. Choose quality over quantity:  Be a curator, not a collector. 
2. Measure true value:  If you aren’t using an item, does it have any value? 
3.Ask tough questions:  If it broke, would you replace it? What’s the worst thing that could happen if 
you let it go? 
4.Remove, don’t toss: Plan that any re-homing project will take double the time and effort you 
originally planned.  Do all that you can to keep the items within your community by donating, selling, 
giving them away, or recycling.  Remember:  some items are trash! 
5.Analyze what’s left:  Rethink any out-of-control collections, excess clothing or furniture and resolve 
to change your consuming habits. You’ll save money, time, and effort spent caring for excess ‘stuff’. 
 
Sustainable minimalism is about having a lighter footprint on Creation! 



 

12 

ATTENTION PARENTS OF COLLEGE STUDENTS  
 
The Deacons want to let our FPCP college students know that we are thinking about them, so each 
semester at exam time we send gift cards along with an encouraging note. If you would like for your 
student to receive a gift card from the church, we will need to know their current address. If your 
student has changed their address since last fall or has started school this winter semester, please 
send their updates to Marjorie Lynch at mlynch516828@gmail.com by March 24, 2023.  
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Local Mission Updates 
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NIMC Updates 
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Youth Updates 
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Upcoming Lent Schedule 
Upcoming Sermon Series:  This Lenten Life. 

Sanctuary: 9:30 A.M./ Upper Room:  11:15 A.M. 
 
 

Second Sunday in Lent.  March 5th.   
       FPCP ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY.  COMMUNION SUNDAY. 

• This Lenten Life: Prayers for Joyous Days  
 
 

Third Sunday in Lent.  March 12th 

• This Lenten Life: Prayers for Hard Days  
 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent.  March 19th 

• This Lenten Life:  Prayers for People-Filled Days 
 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent.  March 26th.   

• This Lenten Life:  Prayers for Dark Days 
 
 

Sixth Sunday in Lent. April 2ND PALM SUNDAY.    

• This Lenten Life: Prayers for Waiting Days  
 
 

THURSDAY April 6th  MAUNDY THURSDAY.   
8 P.M. COMMUNION SERVICE IN THE UPPER ROOM. 

• This Lenten Life: Prayers for Overwhelming Days 
 
 

FRIDAY April 7th.  GOOD FRIDAY.   
8 P.M.  TENNEBRAE SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY 
 

SATURDAY April 8th HOLY SATURDAY. 
THE SANCTUARY WILL BE OPEN FOR SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION FROM 8:00 A.M. 
– NOON. 

• This Lenten Life:  Prayers for Silent Days  
 
 

April 9th.  EASTER SUNDAY.  
SERVICE TIMES TBD 

•   This Lenten Life: Prayers for A New Day 
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Session Highlights 
February Session Highlights 
 
All committees, Ministers, Deacons, and PW submitted written reports.  
Human Resources: 

• Continuing with search for Youth Director and Nursery Coordinator, actively interviewing 
candidates.  Requesting prayers of support. 

• Music Director- Search committee has been formed to initiate the search for the sanctuary 
music director.  Committee members are Gretchen Andrich (member), Gwyn Jones (worship), 
Debra MacGregor (member), Tom Weaver (HR), and Kurt Wilder (HR). 

National/International Mission Committee: 

• We will be sending approx. $750 dollars to Malawi to repair the Moltoto prayer house roof in 
honor of Cynthia Alexander who was instrumental in raising funds for the first roof. 

Local Mission:   

• Will be assisting CN to identify a mission project for VBS. 
Member Connect:   

• Spring new member classes will be offered on Sunday, March 19, 2023, in person, and 
Sunday, March 26, 2023, online.  All interested will join the church on Palm Sunday, April 2, 
2023. 

Worship:   

• Celebrating our 188
th
 anniversary on Sunday, March 5

th
 with one combined worship service 

brunch to follow.  Recognizing 50 year plus members. Appreciate assistance from the Deacons. 

• Easter services: Sanctuary services at 9 & 11 and an Upper Room service at 11:15. 

• Summer worship schedule: 9:30 in the Sanctuary, 11:15- Upper Room during the months of 
June and August and outdoor/parking lot service during July.   

• Christmas Eve services one morning service featuring the children’s pageant, Christmas Eve 
evening services will be at 5:00, 8:00 and 11:00 pm. More information to follow. 

Building and Grounds:   

• Fire Inspection at the Thrift Shop identified items to be updated, B & G to complete the work. 

• Confirmation classroom updates are almost complete. 

• Handyman initiative is going well. 
Finance: 

• Thrift shop is going strong. 

• Financial numbers look good for start of the year. 

• Website project moving forward. 
Christian Nurture:   

• Continuing with search for Youth Director-requesting prayers for interviews. 

• Baccalaureate Sunday is June 4, 2023. 

• Family Mission trip is being planned and organized by Kathy and Jim Bernard. 
 
 
Communication Deadlines: 

• Monthly Newsletter: the 20
th
 of each month 

• Friday Email: Thursday morning of the first week you’d like it sent out. 

• Facebook/social media: 5 days prior to the date you’d like it posted. 

• Livestream slides: end of day on Tuesday prior to when you’d like it included. 

• FPCP Website: end of day on Tuesday prior to when you’d like it included. 
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Faithful God, 

We give you thanks for this place in which we gather for praise and prayer. For the joy and blessing 
of 188 years, we thank you. For disciples young and old who have been nurtured by this church, we 
thank you. For all the saints who have stood among us, whose memory still enriches our faith and 
emboldens our witness, we praise you. We pray, dear God, for all who will follow us in their 
witness. Equip them in faith, even as you strengthen us to be your faithful disciples today. This we 
pray in the strong name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 


