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Hello friends!  
 
Happy New Year! It is a joy to bring you the first edition of our 2023 newsletter!  
 
January can sometimes feel like a well-deserved (and much needed) rest after the festive activities 
and gatherings held in December. Although goal setting and new year resolutions are not for  
everyone, I hope we all find some time this month to reflect on how we have seen the faithfulness of 
God at work in our own lives this past year and then prayerfully consider how God might be calling 
us deeper into discipleship in the year to come.  
 
The following prayer was included in our pre-recorded online service held on January 1. I pray these 
words remind you of God’s deep and abounding grace that promises to sustain you both in this new 
year and forever.  

 
Gracious and loving God, Maker of heaven and earth. We begin our new year with  
thanksgiving in our hearts for you are eternal O God. In your love you created us and you are 
working your purposes out in our world and in our lives.  
 
Looking back over this past year, we see that you have been with us. You have provided for 
us and you have lead us according to your ways. You have kept all of your promises and you 
have continued to walk with us.  
 
With the joys of Christmas still fresh in our minds, we praise you for Jesus Christ. The one 
who moves into our own neighborhood. The one who lives amongst us. The one who shows 
us your grace, mercy, and peace. The one who gave up his own life for ours, paid the price 
for all we have done wrong, and in being raised to life again has given us a truly fresh begin-
ning and new life in you. 
 
Knowing all of this, we look forward to the year ahead, believing that the future is held in your 
hands, trusting in the Lord who creates, redeems, and sustains, and praying for your Spirit to 
come:  
 
Bring your peace, O God. Comfort the sick. Soothe the sorrowful. Bind up the wounded.  
Calm our hearts. Ease our burdens. Mend our relationships.  
 
Bring your justice, righteousness, and goodness, O God. Reorder our priorities. Direct our  
efforts. Strengthen our resolve. Break down walls. Dismantle oppression. Overthrow tyrants.  
 
Bring your love, compassion, and mercy, O God. Heal our divisions. Seek out the lost.  
Restore the guilt-ridden. Widen our embrace. Teach us generosity. Show us how to forgive.  
 
Bring your passion, fire, and steadfastness, O God. Inspire our witness. Motivate our mission. 
Energize your church. Open our minds. Extend our hands. Give us your creativity.  
 
Bring your hope, peace, joy, and love, O God. Build up our common life. Bind us together in 
times of celebration and trial. Craft us into vessels that shine your light to each other and the 
world.  
 
We thank you Lord for sending your Spirit to show us the truth, and to empower us to live  
according to it. May we be filled afresh this new year to follow you more closely and to share 
your love with the world around us. This we pray in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 
Know that Emily and I are holding each of you in prayer as we begin this new year together. May the 
blessings of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit fill you with joy and peace.  
 
 
Ashley 

Minister’s Letter 
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January 15th starts a new sermon series on the Gospel of Mark 
 
January 15th  
Sermon Title: “On Your MARK, Get Set…Go!”    
Preacher:  Rev. Emily Riley Campbell 
Sermon Text:  Mark chapters 1, 2 and 3: 13-19.   
 
January 22nd    
Sermon Title:  “BenchMARKS in Faith”    
Preacher:  Rev. Ashley S. Ashley 
Sermon Text:  Mark chapter 4   
 
January 29th   
Sermon Title:  “ReMARKable Changes”   
Preacher:  Rev. Emily Riley Campbell 
Sermon Text:  Mark chapters 5-7  
 
February 5th COMMUNION SUNDAY   
Sermon Title:  “BirthMARKS”   
Preacher:  Rev. Emily Riley Campbell 
Sermon Text:  Mark chapters 8-9 
 
February 12th   
Sermon Title:  “MARKS of Confusion and Frustration”   
Preacher: Rev. Emily Campbell 
Sermon Text:  Mark chapters 10-11 
  
February 19th      
Sermon Title:  “MARKet Ready”   
Preacher: Rev. Ashley S. Ashley 
Sermon Text:  Mark chapters 12-15 
 
February 22nd ASH WEDNESDAY   
Sermon Title:  “Resurrection ReMARKS”    
Preacher:  Rev. Emily Riley Campbell 
Sermon Text:  Mark chapter 16 

Upcoming Worship Schedule 
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Dr. Jerry Smith Excellence in Music Endowment Fund  
 
In honor and in lasting memory of Dr. Jerry J. Smith, who served our church faithfully as our 
beloved Director of Music for the past 21 years, the Session of our church has created The Dr. 
Jerry Smith Excellence in Music Endowment Fund.  
 

This fund will ensure that the music program, which Jerry 
expanded here in this church will continue to reflect the 
excellence he brought to everything he did. Funds will support 
future concerts, soloists, instrumentalists, and more, all of 
which will benefit the entire church and reflect Jerry’s on-
going impact at our church. 
 

Jerry was aware of the creation of this fund as it was initially 
planned as a way to honor his planned retirement in June 
2023.  As a further way of honoring Jerry’s life, the church has 
gifted $50,000 to start this fund, which we hope will be 
matched by the generosity of others who have experienced 
first-hand the blessing of Jerry’s life and ministry. 
 

You can give to this special fund through checks made out to FPCP.  Memo Line:  Jerry Smith 
Music Fund.  Any checks should be dropped off or sent to the church (FPCP, 701 Church Street, 
Plymouth, MI 48170.  Attn: Stu Dodge )  Alternatively, you can give through our church 
website.  (www.fpcp.net)  Please indicate that you are giving a special offering for the Jerry Smith 
Music Fund.  You can also access this giving option through the QR Code found below. 
 

Thank you for honoring Jerry and helping to ensure that Jerry’s ministry continues into the future! 

http://www.fpcp.net
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Women of the Word on Wednesdays 
Bible Study 
Gospel of Mark Sermon Series  
By FPCP Ministers 

Beginning Wednesday, January 11 – February 
22, 2023 (7 Weeks) 

At FPCP – In-person with virtual option 

10:00 – 11:30 AM 

 
The Gospel of Mark is the earliest, the shortest, 
and the most mysterious of the four gospels in 
the New Testament. Thought to have been written some time after AD 64 (when Nero began 
persecuting Christians following the great fire of Rome), for seven weeks our sermon series will be 
based on the Gospel of Mark, and we have the opportunity to gather together in-person or online to 
discuss the message. Your responsibility will be to attend service or watch virtually and listen to the 
sermon each week. On Wednesdays we will meet together as a large group before breaking into 
smaller groups to process and reflect on what we have learned. 
 

This winter Bible Study will meet weekly on Wednesday for seven consecutive sessions. No book is 

necessary. Please register online at: http://fpcp.net/signups or contact Sue Kage at 

skage@comcast.net by January 8, 2023.  

 

Coming in January 2023! 
Disciple Bible Study — Fast Track 

Old Testament, 12 Weeks 
 

Starting with a one hour orientation meeting Tuesday,  
January 10, 2023, 7:00 p.m., in the Chapel: 
 

Fast Track is a modification of the original Disciple program.  It will 
provide a thorough introduction to the Bible in one third less time 
from the original program.  
  

Participants will be asked to read 20-30 minutes of the Bible daily 
and to spend 75 minutes in discussion in weekly sessions. 
  

A five minute weekly DVD and questions from the workbook will be 
the basis for small and large group discussions.   
 

The cost of the Fast Track, Old Testament workbook is $17 and 
can be purchased through Cokesbury or Amazon. If you have any 
questions about securing a workbook,  feel free to call Roger Cromwell, 734-335-7250. 
 

Hopefully you will want to study Disciple Fast Track  —  New Testament starting in the fall of 2023!  
 

Please register for this class by signing up on-line at:  https://forms.gle/8M5RcrEBn1UfrGtv8 
Alternatively, you can sign up for this class on the registration sheet located next to the church 
elevator.   
 

Please register on or before January 10th,  2023 so you can join in the Orientation on January 10th 
at 7 pm in the Chapel.  

Upcoming Bible Studies 

http://fpcp.net/signups
mailto:skage@comcast.net
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Monday, January 23,  Presbyterian 
Women discuss 

And The Mountains Echoed  

by Khaled Hosseini 
 

Khaled Hosseini, author of The Kite Runner and A 

Thousand Splendid Suns, has written a novel about 

how we love, how we take care of one another, and 

how the choices we make resonate through 

generations. In this tale revolving around not just 

parents and children but brothers and sisters, 

cousins and caretakers, Hosseini explores the many 

ways in which families nurture, wound, betray, 

honor, and sacrifice for one another; and how often 

we are surprised by the actions of those closest to 

us, at the times that matter most. Following its 

characters through their lives and choices and loves 

around the globe—from Kabul to Paris to San 

Francisco to the Greek island of Tinos—the story 

expands gradually outward, becoming more 

emotionally complex and powerful with each turning 

page. 

 

Please join the discussion, beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel on Monday, January 23. 

Questions?  Contact Nancy White at 734-502-2831 (mobile) or nancy.white795@gmail.com 

Please alert Nancy, too, if you would like to attend the discussion on Zoom. 

This is the third of  five evening book discussions 

by Presbyterian Women  in 2022-2023 

Saturday Morning Men's Bible Study - New Study starting Feb. 4  

Do you ever wonder why believing Christians can be as selfish and messed-up as everyone else? 

Do our strong beliefs in God, in Jesus, and in the Holy Spirit automatically change how we act? The 

Saturday Morning Men's Bible Study will start a 12-week study on Feb.4 at 7:45am on Christian 

Practices to discuss how we can bridge our beliefs into our whole, entire person. Each week, you'll 

receive a link to a sermon by Dr. Tim Keller (retired pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church, NYC), 

and a list of questions to consider; when we meet on Saturday, we'll discuss the sermon, its 

teachings and what we might do in response. Interested? Please contact Tom Weaver at 

ttw@comcast for more information.  
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Church Ministry and Committee Updates 
Threads to Heal the Heart and the Prayer Shawl Ministry  
 
Can you touch a prayer? Can you pull it close and feel its comfort? Threads To Heal the Heart and 
the Prayer Shawl Ministry are prayer group ministries at First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth.  
If you know of someone that you would like to give a shawl or quilt to, there are both available at the 
display across from the Library. Shawls are always available, and you just need to fill out a form and 
pick the one you would like to give away. There are a few quilts available on the display and again 
just pick the quilt and fill out the form. For quilts, you can also fill out a request form and put it in the 
Threads to Heal the Heart mailbox and you will be notified when there is a quilt ready for you to give. 
If you would like to join either group, we always welcome new members.   
 
Threads to Heal the Heart meets the 4

th
 Monday of the month from 12:30 to 3:30 in room 134. You 

do not have to be a quilter, there are jobs you can do, and we are glad to help you learn how to quilt. 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 3

rd
 Tuesday of the Month at 7pm in the Hearth 

Room. There is also a Zoom option if you are unable to meet in person. We take any design shawl, 
and it can be either knitted or crocheted.  And we are always willing to help you learn. Yarn is also 
available. 
 
If you have any questions or need help getting a shawl or quilt, please contact Ginny Weaver – 
ginnyweaver@hotmail.com or 734-207-7554  

Salvation Army Angel Tree  

The Deacons and Salvation Army want to extend a heart felt thanks and gratitude to our wonderful 

congregation and our Local Mission for their generous donations. The church donated approximate-

ly 433 gifts plus gift cards and checks. The approximate value was $7,431. Thank you everyone for 

helping to make this event successful.  

mailto:ginnyweaver@hotmail.com
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Continuing to Accept Pledges for 2023 
Celebration of Gifts - 2023 Stewardship Update 

Our annual giving is a spiritual way of saying “thank you” to God while supporting the many 
ministries of the church.   
 

On December 19, 2023 the session approved the preliminary 2023 budget.  The pledge target is 
$750,000. To date, we have received 155 pledges for a total of $580,000.   
 

THANK YOU to those who have already made their intentions known!!! 
 

Our challenge for 2023 is to come up with an 
additional $170,000 in pledges.  By letting us 
know your plan for financial giving (which can 
always be adjusted at any time if needed) we 
are better able to plan ministry positions and 
opportunities for the future. 
 

Please turn in all pledges to Stu Dodge at: 
studodge@fpcp.net or by mail.  Pledges can 
also be dropped into the offering plate on 
Sundays. 
 
Please know that every gift of time, talent, or 
treasure is a blessing. 

National Mentoring Month Thanks 
Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.  1 Corinthians 11:1 

 
Kids Hope mentors provide a positive example for students, shining God’s light through 
support, encouragement, one-on-one attention, and unconditional love.  
January is National Mentoring month. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of those who 
have mentored or prayed for mentors in the Kids Hope USA/FPCP partnership since 2015, when our 
church began participating in the program.  
 
We know many of you pray for our students, their families, teachers, and mentors (thank 
you!)  Additionally, each mentor is assigned a designated Prayer Partner. Over 60 people in our 
church family have served at one time (or many times) over the last 8 years, as Mentors and 
Prayer Partners for Kids Hope. We thank God for all of you! You have made a difference in the 
lives of so many! 
 
Our 2022-23 Mentors and Prayer Partners: Molly Bell, Kris Black, Bryn Gerich, Bev Girard, 
Susan Johnson, Sue Kage, Cindy Blanchard-Kronig, Kathleen Meldrum, Sue Stanley, and 
Jane Weaver. 
 
A mentoring update: In the months following the schools’ initial shut down due to the pandemic, 
several mentored students left the district, and there remained just 6 student-mentor pairs to start 
the year last year. This school year we are down to 5 pairs, but those relationships are strong and 
much appreciated, in a time when students face extra challenges academically and emotionally. We 
anticipate slowly adding more students and mentors as the school (and the Holy Spirit!) leads us. 
Please continue to pray we follow God’s will. 
 
Blessings: When we returned to the school after a long time away, a teacher noticed a mentor 
signing in at the office, and joyously shouted, “The Kids Hope Mentors are back!” Even better, were 
the reactions of the students, who greeted their mentors with hugs and “I missed you!” By the grace 
of God, we are truly “reaching out with hearts and hands,” spreading God’s love in our community. 
 
If you would like to learn more about being a Kids Hope Mentor or Prayer Partner, please call Susan 
Johnson, 734,751.9334. 

mailto:studodge@fpcp.net
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Youth Updates 
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January NIMC Updates 



 

14 

From your FPCP Partners in Earth Care Team… 

The Circular Economy is an emerging model creating less waste and more resilience.  But what is a 

Circular Economy, how does it work, and how does it help? 
  
This new model of our economy has been developing over several years as a way to address the massive 
waste produced by our present “linear” model.  For example, globally we produce about 400 million tons of 
plastic waste yearly.  Sadly, the USA contributes a horrifying 42 million metric tons of plastic waste per 
year to this total. 
  
The graphic below illustrates how we can make needed changes in our ideas and practices. 

 
In linear economy products are produced and go directly to waste after they are used. This not ideal for the 
environment as it wastes resources and does not reuse what already is produced.  
  
In recycling economy products are recycled after their use but then thrown out eventually. This is better, be-
cause waste is minimized, however waste is still generated. 
  
Finally, the circular economy allows products to be reused more than once and ideally forever. In a circular 
economy little or no waste is generated because everything is reused, recycled or repaired.  The concept of 
circular economy embraces the idea that we should try to reuse our waste if possible.  
  
We hope to work towards a Circular Economy and in 2023 will be sharing tips about how you can join us in 
minimizing waste 
 
Courtesy of: https://www.euro-machinery.com/en/plastic-recycling-in-circular-economy/ 

~ Make a Difference, One Cup at a Time ~ 
 

Fair Trade is a way of doing business that ultimately aims to keep small farmers an active part of the 
world marketplace and aims to empower consumers to make purchases that support their values.   
You will have the opportunity to purchase Fair Trade coffee and tea JANUARY 8th between and 
after services in the Narthex.  We have a variety of fresh new coffees and teas to choose from in-
cluding decaf, ground and whole bean. 

  
We will also be collecting batteries and ink cartridges 

 for recycling in the Narthex between services. 

https://www.euro-machinery.com/en/plastic-recycling-in-circular-economy/
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Session Highlights 

December Session Highlights 

 

All committees, Ministers, Deacons, and PW submitted written reports.  

•All committees submitted their budget prior to the meeting.  

•Primary focus of this month’s meeting was on approval of the 2023 budget. 

•Following discussion adopted the 2023 budget.   

•Acknowledged and thanked Beth Hurley for serving as our Nursery Coordinator, her last day 
was December 25, 2022. 

•Annual congregational meeting was scheduled for Sunday, January 29, 2023, at 10:30 
following the Sanctuary service.  Purpose of this meeting is to accept the minister’s terms of call 
and elect a nominating committee for 2023. 

•Building & Grounds will oversee parking in the church lot during the Ice Festival weekend, 
February 3rd, 4th, and 5

th
.   

 
Communication Deadlines: 

•Monthly Newsletter: the 20
th
 of each month 

•Friday Email: Thursday morning of the first week you’d like it sent out 

•Facebook/social media: 5 days prior to the date you’d like it posted 

•Livestream slides: end of day on Tuesday prior to when you’d like it included 

•FPCP Website: end of day on Tuesday prior to when you’d like it included 

Announcement for Congregational Meeting 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 29, 2023 at 10:30 am in the 

sanctuary.  

Business to be conducted includes approving the Terms of Call of Revs. Campbell and Ashley and 

electing the Nominating Committee.  

A Note of Thanks and Update on Rich Rej  

Hello Church family. I want to let you know that I have accepted a call to be staff chaplain at St. 

Mary’s hospital in Livonia. I also want to thank you  for all your prayers and encouragement over the 

past 4 years of my journey. It has meant the world to me.  

 

Thank you. Rich Rej 
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Friends, as our Advent and Christmas festivities come to an end, we would like to thank everyone 
who dedicated their time and talent to creating a welcoming and hospitable space for members of 
our family of faith and wider community to worship in this holiday season.  
 
Thank you to those who decorated and maintained those decorations throughout the month.  
 
Thank you to those who contributed to our Advent devotional guide.  
 
Thank you to those who participated in worship as readers, pageant directors, choir members, bell 
ringers, instrumentalists, communion servers, and technical advisors.  
 
Thank you to those who greeted visitors at the door, passed out candles, sent cards, and provided 
food and drink for fellowship events.  
 
Thank you to those who organized service opportunities and thank you to those who participated in 
those activities.  
 
I pray these efforts blessed our own hearts as they each provided ways to witness to the grace and 
love of our Lord Jesus Christ. And I pray for all of those who may have encountered this good news 
for the first time. May they know our God who welcomes all, and may they know that our door is 
always wide open to greet them. Amen. 


