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December 2022 

 
Dear Friends, 

Welcome to the December Newsletter! 

It is a joy to share with you all that is going on in the life of our church.   

December is a busy month with many special Christmas worship opportunities. Please take time to 
review the worship calendar found on pages 4-5 so that you do not miss any Christmas services or 
upcoming mission, or study opportunities as outlined on page 6 and all pages following.   

My hope is that this newsletter will be a helpful guide to you in all of your Christmas planning. 

Within our church, this year’s Christmas celebration will be following the worship plans laid out for us 
by our Director of Music, Dr. Jerry Smith. In so much, Jerry planned ahead and we as a church con-
tinue to be blessed by his ministry. This year, we will join together to celebrate Christmas even while 
we grieve our friend, colleague, beloved Choir Director, and brother in Christ.   

I will always be grateful to Jerry’s family members for generously sharing his time and talent with us 
these past 21 years.  I am especially grateful to Jerry’s daughter and son in law, Kim and Jeff Swan, 
who already have been stepping in to help lead our music during Jerry’s time of illness.  I am happy 
to announce that Kim and Jeff are now further willing to job-share as they work as our Interim Music 
Coordinator (Kim) and our Interim Director of Sanctuary Music (Jeff).  By serving in these interim po-
sitions, we hope to give the church and Jerry’s family the time and space everyone needs to grieve 
before we finalize any process or plans regarding the future.   

All of us have the opportunity to honor Jerry’s life and ministry by contributing to the fund named in 
his honor. There is information about this special music fund on the lower half of page 5 in this 
newsletter. Jerry’s family asked that all memorial gifts would be gifted to this this fund to continue 
Jerry’s legacy of bringing excellent music to FPCP.  As a congregation, we remain forever grateful 
for Jerry’s ministry amongst us. 

Friends, it is my prayer that in this busy holiday season that we would each find space to sit and 
ponder the hope, the wonder, the peace, joy, and love that is offered to us in the person of Jesus 
Christ.  Although the message of Christmas never changes, I believe that God meets us at the point 
of our need each year and offers to fill our lives with a renewed sense of his presence and peace.  

Wishing you a Christmas full of love and wonder in Christ, 

Emily 
 

Minister’s Letter 
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Sunday, December 4th is the Second Sunday in Advent and Communion 

Sunday. The Joyful Ringers will be playing in the Sanctuary. In our series 

The Songs of Christmas, we will be focusing on: “What Child Is This?”  

Rev. Ashley is preaching. 

 

Sunday, December 11th is the Third Sunday in Advent. This is also our 

Special Service Sunday:  

At 9:30 am in the Sanctuary is our annual Christmas Choir Concert. 

Homily by Rev. Campbell on The Songs of Christmas:  “Angels We Have 

Heard on High.”  

At 11: 15 am the Children’s Christmas Pageant will be held in the 

Upper Room. This year’s theme is Angels.  

At 7:00 pm the Longest Night Service will be held in the sanctuary. 

Rev. Ashley is preaching on The Songs of Christmas: “In the Bleak 

Midwinter/ Silent Night” The music will be provided by: Chris DuPont . 

Sunday, December 18th is the Fourth Sunday in Advent. Rev. Campbell is 

preaching on The Songs of Christmas:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”  

Saturday, December 24th Is Christmas Eve. 

At 3:00 pm in the Upper Room with Chris DuPont, Kylee Phillips, 

and Friends. Rev. Campbell is preaching on The Songs of Christmas: 

“O Holy Night and Joy to the World.” 

At 5:00 pm in the Sanctuary with The Smith Family Singers and Dale 

Hicks. Rev. Campbell is preaching on: The Songs of Christmas:  “O Holy 

Night and Joy to the World.”  

At 8:00 pm in the Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir. Rev. Campbell 

is preaching on: Songs of Christmas: “O Holy Night and Joy to the 

World.”  

 

December Worship Schedule 
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Dr. Jerry Smith Excellence in Music Endowment Fund  
 
In honor and in lasting memory of Dr. Jerry J. Smith, who served our church faithfully as our 
beloved Director of Music for the past 21 years, the Session of our church has created The Dr. 
Jerry Smith Excellence in Music Endowment Fund.  
 

This fund will ensure that the music program, which Jerry 
expanded here in this church will continue to reflect the 
excellence he brought to everything he did. Funds will support 
future concerts, soloists, instrumentalists, and more, all of 
which will benefit the entire church and reflect Jerry’s on-
going impact at our church. 
 

Jerry was aware of the creation of this fund as it was initially 
planned as a way to honor his planned retirement in June 
2023.  As a further way of honoring Jerry’s life, the church has 
gifted $50,000 to start this fund, which we hope will be 
matched by the generosity of others who have experienced 
first-hand the blessing of Jerry’s life and ministry. 
 

You can give to this special fund through checks made out to FPCP.  Memo Line:  Jerry Smith 
Music Fund.  Any checks should be dropped off or sent to the church (FPCP, 701 Church Street, 
Plymouth, MI 48170.  Attn: Stu Dodge )  Alternatively, you can give through our church 
website.  (www.fpcp.net)  Please indicate that you are giving a special offering for the Jerry Smith 
Music Fund.  You can also access this giving option through the QR Code found below. 
 

Thank you for honoring Jerry and helping to ensure that Jerry’s ministry continues into the future! 

Sunday, December 25th (Christmas Day).  

At 11:15 am there will be one service only in the Sanctuary. This is 

an all-age service. The dress is casual. Rev. Ashley is preaching on 

the theme of The Songs of Christmas:  “O Come All Ye Faithful.”   

Sunday, January 1 and January 8, 2023. 

January 1st is a 30 min on-line service only. There is no in-person 

service at the church on this day. The recorded service includes music 

by The Chancel Choir and by Chris DuPont. Rev. Campbell is preaching. 

Many special guests are featured. Not to be missed! 

http://www.fpcp.net
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Our Special Service Sunday is December 11th 
 

Christmas Choir Concert 
Sanctuary 9:30 
The Songs of Christmas:  “Angels We Have Heard on High.”  
 

Children’s Christmas Pageant  
Upper Room at 11:15 Room 
This year’s theme is Angels.  

 
 

Longest Night Service 
Sanctuary 7:00 
The Songs of Christmas: “In the Bleak Midwinter/ Silent Night”  
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Women of the Word on Wednesdays 
Bible Study 
Gospel of Mark Sermon Series  
By FPCP Ministers 

Beginning Wednesday, January 11 – February 
22, 2023 (7 Weeks) 

At FPCP – In-person with virtual option 

10:00 – 11:30 AM 

 
The Gospel of Mark is the earliest, the shortest, 
and the most mysterious of the four gospels in 
the New Testament. Thought to have been written some time after AD 64 (when Nero began 
persecuting Christians following the great fire of Rome), for seven weeks our sermon series will be 
based on the Gospel of Mark, and we have the opportunity to gather together in-person or online to 
discuss the message. Your responsibility will be to attend service or watch virtually and listen to the 
sermon each week. On Wednesdays we will meet together as a large group before breaking into 
smaller groups to process and reflect on what we have learned. 
 

This winter Bible Study will meet weekly on Wednesday for seven consecutive sessions. No book is 

necessary. Please register online at: http://fpcp.net/signups or contact Sue Kage at 

skage@comcast.net by January 8, 2023.  

 

Coming in January 2023! 
Disciple Bible Study — Fast Track 

Old Testament, 12 Weeks 
 

Starting with a one hour orientation meeting Tuesday,  
January 10, 2023, 7:00 p.m., in the Chapel: 
 

Fast Track is a modification of the original Disciple program.  It will 
provide a thorough introduction to the Bible in one third less time 
from the original program.  
  

Participants will be asked to read 20-30 minutes of the Bible daily 
and to spend 75 minutes in discussion in weekly sessions. 
  

A five minute weekly DVD and questions from the workbook will be 
the basis for small and large group discussions.   
 

The cost of the Fast Track, Old Testament workbook is $17 and 
can be purchased through Cokesbury or Amazon. If you have any 
questions about securing a workbook,  feel free to call Roger Cromwell, 734-335-7250. 
 

Hopefully you will want to study Disciple Fast Track  —  New Testament starting in the fall of 2023!  
 

Please register for this class by signing up on-line at:  https://forms.gle/8M5RcrEBn1UfrGtv8 
Alternatively, you can sign up for this class on the registration sheet located next to the church 
elevator.   
 

Please register on or before January 10th,  2023 so you can join in the Orientation on January 10th 
at 7 pm in the Chapel.  

Upcoming Bible Studies 

http://fpcp.net/signups
mailto:skage@comcast.net
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Presbyterian Men's Advent Breakfast 
The 42nd annual Presbyterian Men's Advent Breakfast will be held on Saturday, Dec. 10 at Kirk in 
the Hills, program starting at 8:00am. All men are invited to join for this special event. The Keynote 
Speaker this year will be Rev. Kevin. R. Johnson, who has been "running with Jesus all his life". 
Communion will be celebrated at 8:00, followed by breakfast and fellowship and  
Rev. Johnson's talk. 
 
This breakfast fellowship event has been well-attended by many men from FPCP over the years, 
and we hope to see you there! Tickets are $20, please contact Tom Weaver (ttw@comcast.net) by 
Dec. 2 to reserve your ticket or for more information. 

REGULAR EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

Bible Studies 

Sunday 
Continuing the Word | 5:30 pm weekly - Hybrid (Chapel & Zoom), Contact: Dana Hearn 
Listening to Jesus | 7:00 pm weekly - Zoom Only, Contact: Doug Kee & Nancy Sullivan 
Tuesday 
Tuesday Evening Bible Study | 7:00 pm weekly - Hybrid (Room 134 & Zoom), Contact: Nancy White 
PW Horizons Bible Study | 7:00 pm - 2nd Tuesday of the month -Hybrid (Calvin Room & Zoom),  
Contact: Kiki Farrow 
Wednesday 
Early Word | 7:45 am weekly - Zoom Only, Contact: Sue Kage 
Women's Bible Study | 9:45 am weekly - Hybrid (Upper Room/Hearth Room & Zoom), Contact: Sue Kage 
Saturday 
Saturday Morning Men's Bible Study | 7:45 am weekly - Hybrid (Hearth Room & Zoom), Contact: Tom Weav-
er 
 

Book Discussions 

Lunch & A Book – Contact: Audrey Williams 

December 7 – “Miss Benson’s Beetle” by Rachel Joyce 
January 4—”The Paris Library” by Janet Skeslien Charles 

Season of Advent 
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Christmas Card Display 

The FPCP Deacons invite members to give a  

Christmas greeting to their church family by 

posting a card on the FPCP Christmas Card 

Display Board in the Narthex. 

Traditionally members of the congregation 

donate to the Deacons Christmas Card Fund a 

dollar amount, large or small, that they might have spent on sending 

cards to other members of the congregation.  

We will have Christmas cards available to use in the Narthex and a 

Deacon available to post your card and take your donation next to 

the display board. 

Please consider sharing your Christmas joy with members of our Church Family. 

Recycle, Reuse & Rejoice . . .  

  Christmas Lights Recycling   

 
When those bulbs don’t work, or the string is frayed, the color’s wrong, or it’s time to replace: Don’t 
toss those old strings of lights!  Bring them to church.  We’ll collect them and drop them off for 
recycling.  This offer extends from December 4th through and including Sunday, January 
8th.  You can also drop lights off yourself for recycling at your local Lowe’s store.  Please note that 
lights may be recycled throughout the year at Ann Arbor Recycling, 2950 E Ellsworth Road, Ann 
Arbor. 
 

Some wrapping paper can be recycled.  The wrapping paper 
that cannot be recycled is glossy foil or even if it has just a 
small amount of foil in it.  The reason being that the paper 
dissolves during the recycling process, but the foil remains in 
threads that gum up the machines.  Newspaper is always 
recyclable. 
 

Tissue paper cannot be recycled because the paper fibers are 
too short.  Ribbon and bows also cannot be recycled. 
 

Real Christmas trees can be put out at the curb as is, without a 
bag.  The boughs can be useful as mulch in your own backyard.  Poinsettias usually will continue to 
grow long after Christmas or can be put out with your Christmas tree. 
 

Please help your trash collectors by following these guidelines when putting your trash out to the 
curb. 
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Salvation Army Angel Tree 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing 

Again this year, FPCP will assist the Salvation Army with their annual Red Bucket Fundraiser to 
support area children and families this holiday season. Participants will ring at the Greek Island 
Coney Island Restaurant in downtown Plymouth.  PCP Is responsible for the dates listed below: 

Friday, December 9              10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, December 10        10:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m. 

Sign-up signs will be available beginning Sunday, November 13 in the Narthex. Please consider 
participating in this worthwhile project to support our community. If you have any questions, please 
contact either of the Deacons:  
Marilyn Bingamen at 313 378-9775  
or Sandy Marulis at 734-455-6604. 
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Youth Updates 
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December NIMC Updates 
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November Session Highlights 
Received reports from our Ministers, committees, and Deacons, 
Minister’s report:   
Thanked everyone for all the assistance with Jerry Smith’s funeral service 
Thanked everyone for the transition to the Newsletter 
Thanked Stewardship committee for work on this years, stewardship program, great video and 
Worship committee assistance with all church potluck 
Welcomed new members to the church 
Praying for discernment as CN and HR work towards finding the Director of Youth Ministry 
Deacons: Encouraged members to participate in the Salvation Army Bell Ringing, the Salvation 
Army Angel Tree, and FPCP Christmas Card Tree, all found in the Narthex 
Local Mission:  Thrift Shop doing extremely well, needs additional volunteers to work and to assist 
with reorganizing the shop on Mondays. 
NIMC: Thanked everyone that has participated in Operation Christmas Child, look for the 
Mthenthera/FPCP Advent Devotional which is available to all church members (online or paper copy 
in Narthex), and Colina de Luz- mattresses were purchased by another source, the money we 
raised was used to replace much needed washers and dryers 
Member Connect:  Excited to have 16 new members join on October 30

th
, please see their photos 

on the new member bulletin board and welcome them. 
Worship: New Newsletter off to a great start, cover page will be changed to differentiate between 
the weekly bulletin and Newsletter.   Please join us on December 11

th
 for the Chancel Choir concert, 

children’s pageant and Longest Night service, Saturday, Christmas Eve at 3:00 Upper Room, 5:00 
and 8:00 Sanctuary and Sunday, Christmas day in the Sanctuary at 11:15 
Building & Grounds: Church Street (Tower Room) doors are complete.  B & G saved the church 
$47,000 by doing this work, instead of replacing the warn and weathered doors in the future. 
CN: Search committee is working with HR to fill Youth Ministry position, all programs are going well, 
church school, Communicant’s class, and Youth Ministry.  Thanked all the volunteers that are 
making this possible. 
Finance: Financials are going well.  Thrift Shop continues to be very successful.  Thank you! 
HR:  Working closely with CN and the Youth Director Search committee to fill the Youth Director 
position.  Thanked Kim and Jeff Swan for filling the Interim Director of Music position 
Stewardship: Thanked everyone for their assistance on Stewardship Celebration of Gifts Sunday 
(specifically Worship committee for assistance with the potluck). Thanked members for prayerfully 
considering how they share their gifts with our church. 
Presbyterian Women: Acknowledged excitement of Festival of Tables returning this year.  PW 
sponsoring a Christmas Tree in Kellogg Park, children and youth assisted in making ornaments and 
decorating, members encouraged to place ornaments-see Newsletter for details 
 
Communication Deadlines: 

•Monthly Newsletter: the 20
th
 of each month 

•Friday Email: Thursday morning of the first week you’d like it sent out 

•Facebook/social media: 5 days prior to the date you’d like it posted 

•Livestream slides: end of day on Tuesday prior to when you’d like it included 

•FPCP Website: end of day on Tuesday prior to when you’d like it included 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!!! 
Deacon’s Clothing Drive was a huge success due to the incredible generosity of all of you who 

donated quality warm winter clothing for Fort Street Open Door Mission. Because of you clients 

living in Detroit with home insecurity will have an easier time keeping warm this winter. Along with 

the volumes of items shown in the photo below we delivered 500 pairs of socks and will continue to 

collect socks through November. You are truly Christ’s hands and feet! Blessings abound to each of 

you!!  
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Our church is blessed to have within it so many talented people who are willing to share of their time and 
talent for the glory of God. This Advent season, our church is especially grateful to Bev Bonser, Patti 
Devine, Ginny Weaver, and Michelle Telenko for creating this beautiful Advent banner which is now 
hanging in the sanctuary. This new banner perfectly matches the new blue stoles that the ministers are 
wearing throughout this Advent season. It is the hope and prayer of the Worship Committee that these 
new liturgical items point us all to the wonder, majesty, grace, and humility found in the gift of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. 

 

 

 

A Prayer for Christmas 

Holy God, we praise and worship you, for you came in silence, while all lay sleeping to enter our world as 
a child of humble birth. We thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, born of your servant Mary. In his face 
we behold your glory, for in his life as in his death is the gift of salvation. By your Spirit, make our hearts 
burn with thanksgiving and praise, that we may give as we have received. Let our whole lives be gifts of 
praise to you. God of love, we worship you, now and forever. Amen. 


