
Tuesday, August 2, 2016

Dear Friends,

This week I celebrate 22 years here at First Presbyterian, and in that capacity I 
follow a long tradition here at the Church by being the fourth Senior Minister to serve 
since 1926!  In late September I also celebrate 40 years of Ordained Ministry, serving in 
two countries and three wonderful congregations as Head of Staff.

As with all things in life, throughout the years, there have been many challenges, 
but overall it has been a wonderful journey.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
both Irene and I have been given a positive vision for ministry and good health so far.

As Irene and I reflect upon our journey and the dynamic changes which are hap-
pening in our community and congregation, we feel very positive for the future of the 
Church, however, as the good book says, “For everything there is a season”.  So after 
many months of discussion, prayer and a deep sense of fulfillment for all that we have 
accomplished in ministry together, we feel that this is now the opportune time to begin 
the retirement process.

The Presbytery recommends several months notice when there is the retirement 
of a Pastor involved, and last night I discussed with the Session and the Deacons a 
transition plan. This was approved and details will be found on the Church web site. 
This means that my last Sunday here will be St. Andrews Sunday on November 6th and 
the formal end of my call will be December 31, 2016. The Session, with the Presbytery, 
will be seeking to have an Interim Pastor in place by Advent.

The Presbytery also requests that I follow the Professional Ethics guidelines 
which they have developed which means that I am only allowed to address emergency 
Pastoral requests after November 6th, and will be unable to respond to any Pastoral re-
quests after December 31st.

Together in ministry, we learned to be the Church of today and, for each one of 
you who have served in any capacity, let me extend my thanks for your faith and inspi-
ration in leading the Church through a period of significant change - You made a differ-
ence! 

Finally, may God’s richest blessings be with both you and yours. 

Blessings
In Christ
Jim (with Irene)


