2015-16
2014-15 Schedule
Dates

Important Events

Sept. 20 –
May 15

Class meets every Sunday @
9AM in the Middle School
Room except as noted below.

Oct 25 (S)
Dec. 6 (UR)
2016 Dates
TBD

Worship Sundays 9-11:30AM
Students attend regular class
plus worship as a group on
these dates.

Sept. 20

Launch Lift-off Breakfast

Nov. 1

International Mission Bake Sale

Nov. 22

Students and families help
decorate church for Christmas
(1PM)

Nov. 29

NO CLASS - Thanksgiving

Dec. 6

Faith Exploration Plan due

Dec. 20 & 27

NO CLASS - Christmas Break

Jan. 3

Retreat forms and fees due

Jan. 8-10

Weekend Retreat

Feb. 14 & 21

NO CLASS - Midwinter Break

Date TBD
(Monday)

Local mission visit to Second
Mile Center in Detroit

Mar. 20

Faith Exploration Projects due

Mar. 27 &
April 3

NO CLASS - Spring Break

April 24

Faith Statements due

May 1

Session Interviews

Sat. May 7

Confirmation Dinner @ 6PM

May 8

Confirmation Service @ 9AM

May 15

Last Class - Transition to high
school class

2015-16

Launch
Confirmation
Class
Our Commitment
We’re Jim and Kathy Bernard and we consider it a
great privilege to be a part of the faith journey
of each of our students. We believe that the
youth are the most important asset of this
congregation because they are the future body
of Christ within the worldwide church.
Together we’ve been facilitating this class for
over a decade. Each year, we pursue new ideas
and focus afresh on developing a relationship
with each student in the class. We also actively
nurture our own faith through Bible study and
service through mission.
As facilitators of this class, we promise to:
• Pray for this class and each of the students
by name.
• Pray that we communicate the message of
truth.
• Share our faith in and love of God.
• Surround each confirmand with an
environment of Christian love and support.
• Model the faith and discipleship we teach.
• Communicate with you and your students
regularly throughout the duration of this
class
• Enlist the cooperation of pastors, church
members and parents to support the
confirmand.

Train up a child in the way he should go.
And when he is old, he will not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6

We ask you to pray for guidance for us and
thank you for entrusting us with your children!
Questions or Concerns?
Please contact us at 248.305.8614 or
bernardfamily2@gmail.com.

First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth

What is Confirmation?

What’s involved?

The confirmation process begins with baptism.
The sacrament of baptism is a holy sign of God
claiming us as His and calling us into
relationship with Him. In the Presbyterian
tradition, we practice infant baptism and as
such the baptismal child is too young to
respond to God’s invitation to be His follower.

Attendance:
Each student’s consistent, punctual attendance
is critical to enabling him/her to make an
informed faith decision and to build long term
relationships with fellow confirmands. In the
event your student is unable to attend any part
of the Launch program, please:
1. Have your student notify a teacher prior to
the absence.
2. Have your student submit completed
homework from the missed class within
two weeks of the absence.

When a person reaches the age of
accountability, he/she is called to “confirm”
the vows of baptism by confessing Jesus Christ
as Lord of their life and making the
commitment to live as His disciple. The
confirmation process involves instructing our
young people in the faith, exposing them to
life within the faith community and helping
them claim the name of “Christian” as their
own.
In the spring, the students will be asked to
prayerfully decide if they choose to be
confirmed in the Christian faith and become a
member of First Presbyterian Church of
Plymouth. The decision to be confirmed marks
a deepening maturity as each child grows into
his/her baptismal identity. Confirmation leads
them into a new stage of relationship with God
and our church. We pray they will decide to
consciously live the life of a believer,
embracing active discipleship.

Written Faith Statement:
Following 8 months of discovery and learning,
the confirmation process culminates with
students articulating where they honestly feel
they are on their faith journey through the
writing of their personal statement of faith.
Session Approval of Confirmands:
Upon completion of all confirmation
requirements, students are interviewed by
members of the Session. This interview is
mandatory prior to confirmation.

Baptism:
Students must be baptized before they are
confirmed. If your student has not been
baptized, please let us know as soon as
possible and we can help make arrangements
for baptism.
Retreat:
Attendance is required at the weekend retreat
on January 8-10, 2016 at Howell Nature Center.
Each student’s relationship with God and each
other noticeably grows during this weekend.
Financial assistance is available for retreat fees.
Worship Sundays:
On Worship Sundays (see schedule), students
will attend a worship service as a group in
addition to the regularly scheduled class.
Parents are asked to sign up to provide a snack
for between services on one Worship Sunday.
Mission Outreach:
Focusing on Acts 1:8, students have an
opportunity to experience serving those in
need within our church, locally and on an
international level.
Faith Exploration Project:
Each student is responsible for completing a
Faith Exploration Project of their choice and
presenting it to the class. Students are tasked
with utilizing their God-given talents in such a
way that helps them to further explore and
develop their faith.

What’s the Commitment?
For the Student:
• Participate whole-heartedly in class
sessions, worship, mission outreach, the
retreat and other Launch activities.
• Genuinely pursue answers to questions
about our Lord and faith.
• Treat others with respect.
For the Family:
• Schedule a brief introductory meeting with
Pastor Chris Thomas.
• Pray for your student and the whole class.
• Engage your student in conversation to help
them process what they are learning.
• Model a life of discipleship. Consider
committing to enrich your faith together
with your student. For a listing of adult
Bible studies, go to www.fpcp.net/grow/
adults/life-long-learning-classes.
• Help your student decide how to live their
faith and engage in the life of the church
after confirmation.

