



Friday, October 9, 2020


Dear FPCP Family and Friends,


As the night lengthens and the day shortens, and the pandemic marches on, I know that there 
are many among us feeling as though they are living in a fog.


The past is not reachable, and future is not yet clear, so we are uncertain how to proceed in 
unfamiliar surroundings. 


Whenever we find ourselves lost and uncertain about the future, scripture invites us back into 
the presence of God who turns darkness into light. (Isaiah 42:16).  Scripture reminds us that 
God shows up in our every experience of trial.  In the fire, in the flood, God is with us.  (Isaiah 
43: 1-2)  We are never left alone without help and without hope.


In the midst of this present darkness, we are called to be faithful, even as God is faithful to us.  
When we do not know how to act, sometimes the very best thing we can do is serve others 
around us using our gifts to help show forth the light of God.


Galatians 5:3 calls us to “serve one another in love.”  I see so many of you doing this already 
and I am grateful to you for allowing the light of God to shine in you and through you.  Your 
work inspires me to keep serving others as well.


I have been blessed watching our Buildings and Ground Team adapt to our new reality.  In this 
time when our church building has needed to be closed, they took it upon themselves to 
tackle every messy job that could not be done when the church was open. Ceilings on every 
floor are torn open for the cabling of new fire, sprinkler, and video equipment. Old carpeting is 
being ripped out, massive staining and pruning projects are all underway. We are incredibly 
blessed as a church to have such a highly skilled and dedicated body of volunteers.


Last week, it was a joy to worship with over 90 of you in our brand-new parking lot service.  
The weather was not great, but the fellowship was wonderful.  Our parking lot services will 
continue to be offered each week through November 8th at 10 am on Sunday mornings.  
In this service, you can either listen from the comfort of your car through your car radio, or 
you can bring a lawn chair and sit outside.


There will be volunteers on hand to guide you to your parking space and to assist you in 
parking facing the staging if necessary. There is space for approximately 65 cars but within 
your car, you can have your entire family or friends with whom you are comfortable sharing 
space. We ask that you register your vehicle on-line in advance through our church’s 
website (www.fpcp.net) or by calling the church and leaving a message on Julie 
Thompson’s voicemail at (734-453-6464 ext. 115).
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This service is in addition to our on-line service which continues to be offered each week.  
This Sunday, October 11th, our Chancel Choir and Fifth Season will lead worship in our 
on-line service for our annual Gospel Choir Sunday. Susan Underhill has worked her 
magic in video production to bring together pieces from past concerts along with a few new 
pieces. Mark Hovermale will be sharing a homily related to this musical offering. In our 
parking lot service this Sunday, the 2019-20 Confirmation students will be joining our 
church.  We are delighted to welcome 11 new members into our church family.


In the body of this email, you will find a lengthy list of how you can get involved and serve at 
this time. Among the opportunities for service and fellowship listed, there is a chance to join 
our New Member Class offered on Sunday October 18th from noon -1:30 pm via Zoom. 
A packaged lunch will be delivered to your doorstep along with all class materials.


Additionally, there is a chance for us all to help our community by giving blood at our church’s 
Red Cross Blood Drive being held on Wednesday, October 21st within our church 
building. You can register today through the Red Cross website (www.redcrossblood.org) or 
through our church’s website (www.fpcp.net).


Friends, there are many ways of focusing on God’s light amid darkness.  There are 
opportunities to serve, study, and worship God available to us all. My prayer is that in this 
time and season of change, we would allow God’s Holy Spirit to work in us so we may walk 
through the fog and into the dawn of God’s presence in our new reality.


Wishing you Christ’s strength and peace today and always, 
Emily
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