
  

January 3, 2021 
Epiphany Sunday 

Communion 

To listen to the service on your radio, 
please tune in to FM channel 88.5 
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The Lord’s day in Worship 
at First Presbyterian Church, Plymouth, MI 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                Rev. Emily Riley Campbell 
 
SONG                                “The First Noel” (lyrics opposite page) 
 Geff Phillips 
 
OPENING PRAYER OF PRAISE & CONFESSION      Ashley S. Ashley 
 
DISCUSSION OF THEME         Rev. Campbell 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 2:1-12    Ashley S. Ashley 
 
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 19                Ashley S. Ashley 
 
SERMON                                                 “The Light of a Star”              Rev. Emily Riley Campbell 
 
CALL TO COMMUNION 
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)      Rev. Campbell 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as  
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and  
the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND BREAKING OF BREAD          Rev. Campbell 
  
COMMUNION MUSIC “Amazing Grace/My Chains are Gone”           
 Pentatonix 
CLOSING PRAYER         Rev. Campbell 
 
CLOSING SONG “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen/We Three Kings” (lyrics on pg. 4) 
 Geff Phillips 
BENEDICTION & BLESSING                    Rev. Campbell 

January 2021 Worship Schedule  
 

January 10 - “The Light that Shines in the Darkness” 
Ashley S. Ashley preaching;  Music by Louise Fisher 
 
January 17 - “The Light of the World” 
Rev. Campbell preaching;  Music by Vocal Quartet 
 
January 24 - “The Armor of Light” 
Ashley S. Ashley preaching;  Music by Geff Phillips 
 
January 31 - “Being a Light” 
Rev. Campbell preaching;  Music by Fifth Season Ensemble 

Parking Lot Greeters this Morning are: Denny Devine, Richard Frost, Lori Kuhn, Ervin Miller,  
Paul Schmidt, Dana & Teri Stonerook and Joyce Sullivan 
 
Communion is being served by: Sandy Dodge 
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The First Noel 
 

The first Noel the angel did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep: 

 

Refrain 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel.  

 

They looked up and saw a star, 
Shining in the east, beyond them far: 
And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night: 
 

This star drew near to the north-west; 
Over Bethlehem it took its rest; 

And there it did both stop and stay 
Right over the place where Jesus lay: 

 

Then entered in those Wise Men three, 
Full reverently upon their knee, 

And offered there in his presence, 
Their gold and myrrh and frankincense: 
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God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen / We Three Kings 
 
God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, 
Remember Christ our Saviour was born upon this day; 
  
To save us all from Satan's power when we were gone astray. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 
From God our heavenly Father this blessed angel came; 
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same; 
  
How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 
Oh,  Oh 
Star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
Born a king on Bethlehem's plain; gold I bring to crown Him again; 
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 
 
Oh,  Oh 
Star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and sacrifice, 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  Worshipping God most high. 
 
Oh,  Oh 
Star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay 
God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay 
God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay 
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Prayer Concerns      
Please pray for the following church members and friends who are in special circumstances. In the listings  
below members’ names will be printed in bold type. The names of family & friends will be printed in italic. 
Questions or concerns about the prayer list should be directed to prayerlist@fpcp.net. Names are only left in 
the bulletin for one month unless you call again or the office is aware of the circumstances.  

 
 
 
 

Praise & Thanksgiving  
I want to thank our wonderful church community for the outpouring of care and concern shared with me after 
the sudden passing of my long-time life partner, Donald Fullenwider.  I have received so many cards, emails 

and phone calls; meals delivered and flowers shared.  I am blessed to be wrapped in the prayers of all of 

you.  Klo Phillippi  
 

For the joy of Kurt Wilder's first grandchild, Liana Cass Wilder-Mollison born on December 19th at 8:00 am  
 
 

Our Sympathies 
• To Kurt Wilder, whose father, Nathaniel Wilder, passed away on December 19, 2020 
• To Klo Phillippi, whose partner, Don Fullenwider, passed away on December 5, 2020.  

Members In Assisted Living 
Joyce Holmes Barbara Mason  
Don Morgan  Lila & Doug Vincent 

Members Receiving  
Long-term Care 

Cynthia Alexander  Meera Martin 
 Nancy Morman 

Members 
Joanne Cole  Don Dodge   
Sally Evans  Russ Hazen   
Gwyn Jones  Sharon Kaufman  
Ron Moon  Vic Rizzo   
Veralou Scott Neil  & Ingrid Sendelbach 
Sterling Shephard  

Family & Friends of Members 
Jaxson Kujawski, great grandson of Bev Bonser 
Sarah Wilder, mother of Kurt Wilder 
Breanna, granddaughter of Sue Scott 
Bud “Dewey” Burke, friend of Rich & Dawn Rej 
Bill Hailey, friend of Rich Rej 
Carrie Siivola, granddaughter of Louise Tracey 
Michael Corey, brother of Kay Bruner 
Karen & Charles Archer, sister & brother-in-law of  
Darlene Maginley 
Lauren Budesky, granddaughter of Veralou Scott 
James Steele, grandson of Veralou Scott 
David Harden, brother of Janet Townsend 
Rick Shingledecker, friend of Ted & Lynne Porter 
Nancy Ver West, sister-in-law of Ginny Weaver 
Mickey Sullivan, husband of Nancy Sullivan 
Erroll Houts, brother-in-law of Rich Felcher & Jessie 
Hollingsworth 
Kevin Wright, son of Pat Wright 
Bronn, grandson of Ruth Azar 
Donna Corey, sister-in-law of Kay Bruner 
Kim Strube Scartelli, daughter of Jan Strube 
Dana Alper, niece of Elizabeth Detter 
Dennis Dodge, brother of Dorothy Simescu & Stu 
Dodge 
Adriana Sandoval Villalobos, friend of Carol Dobos 

 

The floral arrangement contributed for Sunday, January 3,  
is dedicated to the glory of God. 
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Dear Friends,  
 
Each week at the end of our service, one of the worship leaders offers a blessing and benediction to  
conclude our time together. Although the words we use might change, the overall purpose remains the  
same. The benediction reflects what we have heard God say in the reading and preaching of scripture  
and it send us out as agents of God’s mission. The blessing then reminds us of God’s gracious  
presence and that the Spirit goes before us and guides our daily lives.  
 
In the midst of a busy holiday season, I hope you find space for a kind of personal benediction.  
One where you can reflect on the ways that God has spoken to and sustained you throughout  
the past year. And, as is modeled in our worship, after we have reflected on what we have heard, I 
would like to offer a blessing as we look forward.  
 
One of my favorite blessings can be found in the Numbers 6:24-26. This blessing is often referred to  
as the “priestly blessing” because it was given to Aaron from the Lord as the appropriate way to  
bless the Israelites in God’s name. It reads,  
 
“The Lord bless you and keep you;  

The Lord make his face to shine upon you  
and be gracious to you;  

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you  
and give you peace.”  
 

So, please receive this expanded blessing, based on Numbers 6, and know that it is my sincere hope for you in the 
New Year.  
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. May God bless you in every way, not just physically, but spiritually,  
emotionally, and relationally. May you be filled with a joy that permeates all circumstances. May the Lord be ever  
present to you. When things are hard, may the arms of the Lord be wrapped around you as a source of comfort and 
protection. When there is reason to celebrate, may they be lifted up to join you in jubilation. 
 
May the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. As you are faced with decisions, big or small, 
may you find confidence. When you are faced with uncertainty, may you find clarity. If darkness threats to envelop 
you, may you find hope. May you experience grace in both expected and unexpected ways. May the sun, with all of 
its light and warmth, be a constant reminder of God’s love and gift of new life  
 
And finally, may the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. May you feel seen, known, and loved 
by God. As you walk the streets of your community, may every passing smile be a reminder that you are worthy and 
cherished. May you know that God looks at you with favor and acceptance. May you always remember that you are a 
beloved Child of God. In the midst of a busy and chaotic world, may you know the peace of Christ. May this peace, 
which surpasses all understanding, bind your heart and mind to our Lord, both now and forever. Amen.  
 
Friends, I pray all of this and so much more for you in the upcoming year. I look forward to the ways that God will lead 
us as a congregation in 2021. Although some things will still be different, God’s faithfulness always remains the same. 
May this blessing take root in our hearts and send us into the New Year with peace, comfort, and joy.  
 

Ashley  
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As we begin a new year, what a gift we could give each other if we consider what we are being called 
to do.  Our God of Creation has some things to say to us.  Life on this planet is not simply breathing, 
but about connecting with others.  God expects us to respect, learn from, treat fairly all of Life here, to 
confront our prejudices against other people and other forms of Life....and to change our ways.  The 
best of this Life focuses primarily on the common good.   
 

We encourage you to read more from 'A Commentary: I Can't Breathe'  by Rev. Dr. Dave Wasserman, 
published in the Presbyterian for Earth Care blog on 9//11/2020.  We are sharing this link with  
Rev. Wasserman's permission.  
 

 Presbyterians for Earth Care: A Commentary: I Can't Breathe (presbyearthcare.blogspot.com) 

The Worship Committee greatly appreciates Sharon Holcomb’s donation of reflective vests, that were 
used by parking lot volunteers on Christmas Eve.  They will be used for future events at FPCP as 
needed. Thank you Sharon! 

Recycle, Reuse & Rejoice . . . 
  Christmas Lights Recycling   
 
When those bulbs don’t work, or the string is frayed, the color’s wrong, or it’s time to replace:  Don’t 
 toss those old strings of lights!  THEY ARE RECYCLABLE!.  Please note that lights may be recycled 
throughout the year at Recycle Ann Arbor, 2950 E Ellsworth Road, Ann Arbor. 
 
Some wrapping paper can be recycled.  The wrapping paper that cannot be recycled is glossy foil, 
even if it has just a small amount of foil in it.  The reason being that the paper dissolves during the  
recycling process, but the foil remains in threads that gum up the machines.  Remember the Sunday 
comics are always a good resource and nostalgic to boot.  Newspaper is always recyclable. 
 
Tissue paper cannot be recycled because the paper fibers are too short.  Ribbon and bows also  
cannot be recycled. 
 
Real Christmas trees can be put out at the curb as is, without a bag.  The boughs can be useful as 
mulch in your own backyard.  Poinsettias usually will continue to grow long after Christmas or can be  
put out with your Christmas tree. 
 
Please help your trash collectors by following these guidelines when putting your trash out to the curb. 

News & Announcements 

Thursday Evening Prayer and Devotions - January “1-2-3” 
  

Friends, we will meet the first three Thursday evenings in January for a time of prayer and devotions.  We will 
meet January 7, 14 and 21st at 8:30 p.m.  To remember, just think of “1-2-3” !!  Here’s the Zoom link, 
we hope you can join:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82201558529  

http://presbyearthcare.blogspot.com/2020/09/i-cant-breathe-commentary-if-i-had-to.html
https://fpcp.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f4b3eb474d891d25bbb5f7a0c&id=60bcc9bd8d&e=f2d5002356
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OUR STAFF 

Ministry 
Emily Riley Campbell - Senior Minister 

emilycampbell@fpcp.net; ext.113 
 

Dr. James Skimins - Minister Emeritus 
 

Ashley S. Ashley - Associate Minister 
ashleyashley@fpcp.net; ext. 112 

 
Mark Hovermale -  

Pastor for Youth & Early Adults 
markhovermale@fpcp.net; ext. 120 

 
Darlene Maginley - 

Dir. Of Children’s Ministry 
darlenemaginley@fpcp.net; ext. 110 

 

Administrative 
Stewart Dodge 

Church Business Manager 
studodge@fpcp.net; ext. 116 

Susan Underhill  
Communication Administrator 

susanunderhill@fpcp.net; ext. 111 

Julie Thompson  
Information Administrator 

juliethompson@fpcp.net; ext. 115 

Beth Hurley 
Childcare Coordinator 

bethhurley@fpcp.net 
Hussein Latif 

Church Partnership Coordinator 
Mtenthera CCAP 

husseinltf@yahoo.co.uk 

Music 
 

Jerry Smith 
Director of Music 

jerrysmith@fpcp.net; ext.119 
 

Geff Phillips 
Upper Room Music Director 

 
Susan C. Scott 

Organist 
 

Sharon K. Smith 
Accompanist 

We are a family of faith, called to celebrate Godôs message of love and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. 
Guided by the living Word of God, we nurture one another through worship, prayer, teaching and 
fellowship.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we reach out with hearts and hands to those in need, seeking to 

inspire hope in an ever-changing community and world. 
(FPCP Vision Statement) 
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Sunday, January 3, 2021 COMMUNION/ EPIPHANY/STAR SUNDAY 
9:30am Epiphany Online Church Service (www.fpcp.net/resources/sermons) 
10:00am Epiphany Parking Lot Service 
10:30am Confirmation Class 
7:00pm Listening to Jesus: Responding in Faith Bible Study  
Monday, January 4, 2021 
7:00pm B&G Meeting  
7:00pm Human Resources Meeting  
7:30pm Worship Committee  
Tuesday, January 5, 2021 Remove Christmas Decorations (whole church) 
9:30am Staff Prayer/Meeting  
7:00pm Tuesday Evening Bible Study  
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 
7:30am Early Word Bible Study  
9:30am Women of the Word Bible Studies  
10:00am Women of the Word Bible Studies  
12:00pm Lunch & A Book Group  
6:30pm Middle School Youth Group  
7:00pm Joyful Ringers  
Thursday, January 7, 2021 
8:30pm Thursday Evening Prayer and Devotions  
Saturday, January 9, 2021 
8:00am Saturday Morning Men's Bible Study  
Sunday, January 10, 2021 
9:30am Online Church Service (www.fpcp.net/resources/sermons) 
 
 
Looking ahead… http://fpcp.net/connect/church-calendar 

This Week at Our Church 

http://fpcp.net/connect/church-calendar

