



Friday, September 4, 2020


Dear FPCP Family and Friends,


Looking back on this past summer, I am truly grateful for the generosity of our congregation.  
Every single time the call for help went out to support a mission cause, our church family 
responded generously exceeding our expectations for every mission cause.


In May, for Plymouth Salvation Army, we collected and delivered 2400 lbs. of food.


In June, we went to Crossroads Soup Kitchen in Detroit and fed 80 people by making 
packed lunches for clients to collect. In June, we also collected and delivered nearly 600 
boxes of cereal to Hope Clinic in Ypsilanti.


In July, we collected and delivered 178 toys to Youth Haven in Jackson, MI and participated 
in a grounds clean-up day.


In August, we collected backpacks and school supplies, and delivered 251 fully stocked 
backpacks for children living in Foster Care.  In August, through Fitness in Christ, we also 
collected nearly $19,000 for The Second Mile Center’s parking lot.


This September, we will be celebrating our church’s Thrift Shop Ministry.


The Thrift Shop (currently located at 331 N. Main St. Plymouth) has been a light within our 
church and community for the past 70 years.  We will celebrate the anniversary of this ministry 
in our September 13th worship service.  You can visit the Thrift Shop during their 50% off 
anniversary sale on Tuesday Sept. 15th between 10 am- 2 pm, on Wednesday  Sept. 16th 
between 6 pm-8pm, or on Thursday Sept 17th between 10 am- 2 pm.  Since its formation 70 
years ago, all proceeds raised by the Thrift Shop have gone to mission.


Looking ahead, our church will continue to adapt to new challenges.  This past week, after 
examining recommendations from the COVID Task Force, and looking at the Western Wayne 
County Health Statistics where Northville and Plymouth have had the greatest rise of COVID 
cases over the last three weeks, the Session of our church has voted that our worship 
services will remain only on-line until that time when 50 or more people are permitted to 
gather indoors in one room.  At that time, Session will reassess opening the church building 
for worship and in-person meetings.


Our Session is committed to keeping the members and friends of our congregation as safe as 
possible.  To that end, all upcoming committee meetings, Bible studies, book discussions, 
youth and children’s events will meet either outside or by Zoom conferencing.  Next week, on 
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our church’s website, you will find links for every opportunity available for you and for your 
family members, including New Members classes.


In addition, we continue to expand our opportunities for in-person fellowship.  Every Friday 
throughout September, church members and friends are invited to bring a lawn chair and 
simply be together outdoors in the church parking lot, socially distanced, and with face masks 
from 10 am – noon.


For those of you who are unable to make our Friday gatherings, we will hold a special get- 
together on Saturday September 19th from noon-2 pm in the church parking lot.  This will be a 
further opportunity to collect Our Daily Bread Devotionals and Psalm Prayer Cards and enjoy 
ice cream together.  


The prophet Isaiah records the Lord as saying, “See!  I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs 
us; do you not perceive it?  (Isaiah 42:19)


Today, we may struggle to understand what “new thing” God is doing through this pandemic.  
We may feel disappointment at yet another delayed opening, but please remember that 
although our building remains closed , Christ’s church is very much alive and well.  God’s 
Spirit continues to lead us to find new ways of sharing faith together.  This Labor Day, I thank 
God for our church family and God’s continued faithfulness to us.


Emily
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