



Friday, August 28, 2020 


Dear FPCP Family and Friends,


Deuteronomy 31:8 proclaims, “The Lord Himself goes before you and will be with you;  
He will never leave you or forsake you.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”


This is a great verse for us all to hold onto as we face an uncertain future.  But by now, we 
can also look back to March and see how God has gifted us with strength and 
encouragement since the very beginning of this pandemic.


God also continues to open new pathways for our church to move forward in these strange 
times.  


In this week’s Sunday service, you will see one of these new pathways.  For the first time in 
our church’s history, new Elders and Deacons have been ordained and installed via Zoom.  
You can find the listing of our new Elders and Deacons at the bottom of this letter.*  You will 
also have the opportunity to watch their ordination and installation service within Sunday’s 
service and you can be a part of that event, by answering congregational questions from your 
home.  


Special thanks go to our 9 new Elders and 6 new Deacons who have answered God’s call to 
serve at this time. My deep thanks also go to our church’s Nominating Committee for issuing 
the call.  Finally, thank you to everyone who voted in our Zoom Congregational Meeting last 
week.  You have helped to make this ordination and installation official.


As we move into September, we follow God as He leads us down new pathways of 
fellowship.  Throughout September, we will be holding Friday Fellowship Events (weather 
dependent).  Each Friday, from 10 am - noon,  we have the opportunity to join in lawn chair 
fellowship.  This means we bring a lawn chair to the church and in our church’s parking lot, 
we will share in some socially distanced safe fellowship.  We would ask that you would wear a 
mask, but this is a time to simply catch up, and share joys and challenges.  I will be present 
each week.  


In addition, on this coming Friday, September 4th, our church will be holding a special drive by 
collection.  Between 11 am – 3 pm, you are invited to drive through our church’s parking lot 
and collect several gifts from us.  


Our Deacons have copies of Our Daily Bread devotions in large print to hand out to all adults.  
These  devotions will take you through the end of this calendar year.  Additionally, members of 
our church’s Worship Committee will be handing out our Psalm Challenge Cards, a Bible 
memory card that will remind you of God’s abiding presence.  Finally, as we near the end of 
the summer, we want to celebrate the fact that God has faithfully guided us through this 
season, and we will celebrate by eating ice cream together.  Yes, that’s right… if you swing by 
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the church on Friday, September 4th between 11 am- 3 pm, everyone in your car gets a free 
ice cream sandwich in addition to the gift of a devotional for adults, and Psalm Challenge 
Cards for everyone.  


As a church, we trust that God will continue to open new pathways of worship and fellowship 
to us throughout this pandemic.  Our brand-new Session meets this week to consider fall 
plans and discuss recommendations from the COVID Task Force.  Please pray for our Session 
as we seek to discern God’s leading and please know that our church is praying for you.  


Wishing you Christ’s comfort, strength, and peace,


Emily
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