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Signs and Wonders:  Acts 1 

Sunday, May 24, 2020 Worship Service 

(In the Memorial Garden) 
Pastor Emily Campbell 
Welcome to worship on this Memorial Day Weekend.  On this Sunday, we remember not only 
those who gave their lives in the service of our country, but as a congrega?on we remember 
those members who within the last 12 months have entered God's Heavenly Kingdom.  Today we 
hold on to and cling to the promise found in the New Testament book of Romans where it says 
there is nothing in life or in death, nothing in the present or the future, nothing in all crea?on 
that can separate us from the love of God that is ours through Christ Jesus our Lord.   

Friends, it is with prayerful discernment that our session here at the church have decided within 
this past week that in the coming month of June our church and our church’s ThriN Shop will 
remain closed.   We make this decision with the health and the well-being of all our members in 
mind, and throughout the coming months our Covid Task Force will be busily at work trying to 
discern how best and when to open up our church safely to our members as well as our ThriN 
Shop and we invite your prayers for this process and also we ask for your pa?ence as we do truly 
look to how best to love our neighbor as we safely reopen.   

Friends, I am grateful today once again to the talents and service of Susan Underhill, to Mark 
Hovermale, to our Chancel Choir who is here through a previous recording and to the talents of 
Jerry and Sharon Smith.   All these people and individuals have worked together to bring this 
service to you today.  Let us now prepare our hearts for worship as we listen to our Chancel Choir 
along with our congrega?on sing for us two verses of that great hymn, “All Creatures of our God 
and King”.     

(In the Church Sanctuary) 
Pastor Mark Hovermale 
Let us pray.   Lord, we come before you today and cherish the opportunity to worship with our 
fellow believers even if it's through the screen.   We praise you for your faithfulness, your grace, 
your love that you provide for each one of us as we come to worship you today.   We know that 
we have fallen short of your standard.  We have sinned, we have messed up, but we come before 
you in humility, seeking your forgiveness and grace.   We know that because of your love and 
sacrifice for us we are indeed forgiven.   Amen. 

Well today we're star?ng a new sermon series based on the first nine chapters of Acts in the New 
Testament.   We have en?tled this series Signs and Wonders, because within each of these 
chapters of scripture you can see God powerfully at work through his people and through the 
Holy Spirit at work within his people.   



I'm really personally excited for this series because in this book, which chronicles the early 
church, I think it's going to provide us some insight into how to do church today in 2020.   What 
do I mean?   They faced some challenges in the early church.   They had never done church that 
way or at all before.   It was the birth of the church.  Today in 2020 we're having to learn to do 
church in a way we've never done before.  Many of those challenges are the same as what they 
faced back then.   I think we will find that some of the signs and wonders that were present in the 
early church in Acts are s?ll very much present today in 2020.   We just have to know where to 
look. 

Just listen to how the birth of the church began as we turn our aZen?on today to Acts chapter 
one, verses 1 through 14.  The chapter speaks of the promised coming of God's Holy Spirit. 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach un?l 
the day he was taken up to heaven aNer giving instruc?ons through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen.  ANer his suffering he presented himself to them and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive.  He appeared to them over a period of 40 days and 
spoke about the Kingdom of God.   On one occasion while he was ea?ng with them he 
gave them this command, “Do not leave Jerusalem but wait for the giN my father 
promised which you have heard me speak about, for John bap?zed with water but in a 
few days you will be bap?zed with the Holy Spirit”.   Then they gathered around him and 
asked him, “Lord are you, at this ?me, going to restore the Kingdom to Israel?”  He said to 
them, “It is not for you to know the ?mes or dates the father has set by his own authority, 
but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth”.  ANer 
he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
They were looking intently up into the Sky when suddenly two men dressed in white 
stood beside them.  “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 
sky?  The same Jesus who has been taken from you into heaven will come back in the 
same way you have seen him go into heaven.”   Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem 
from the Hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city.  When they 
arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying.  Those present were 
Peter, John, James and Andrew, Phillip and Thomas, Bartholomew and MaZhew, James, 
son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot. and Judas, son of James.   They all joined together 
constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary, the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brothers. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Emily Campbell 
Will you all please pray with me.  Holy Spirit, come and fill our lives today with your power and 
with your purpose and with your peace.  May we be rekindled by your holy fire so that we may 
serve as your witnesses today in every way and in every place.  This we pray in Jesus’ name.   
Amen. 



  
Friends, I have shared with some of you before the story of Professor Albert Einstein who in his 
life?me never drove.  He was oNen seen traveling on trains, par?cularly in New Jersey, 
par?cularly near Princeton, where he taught.  One day, as the true story goes, Professor Einstein 
was on a train near Princeton and as he saw the train conductor coming towards him, he stood 
up.   Einstein fran?cally started to pat down his pockets and go through his papers and the 
conductor coming towards him said, “Professor, it's okay.  I know who you are.”  And Einstein 
said, “Thanks.  I also know who I am, but I have absolutely no idea where I'm going!”   

Friends, many of us today may feel that same sense of anxiety.  We do not know where we are 
going.  We are on a train headed to some unknown des?na?on and we're fearful of what the 
future may look like.  Yet like those first disciples that we've already heard about this morning 
from Acts chapter one, I imagine that we feel similar to them in many ways as they were also 
living through events that were simply outside their control.  In Acts chapter one, the disciples 
there appear somewhat dazed and confused.   For three years they had witnessed the life and 
teaching and healing ministry of Jesus Christ.  But that ministry ended so abruptly with Christ’s 
suffering and death, and the disciples then were further shocked to learn that Jesus had 
miraculously risen from the dead three days aNer his death.  Then for those 40 days that followed 
his resurrec?on, Christ once again returned to his healing and teaching ministry.   

Now, friends, there is a deep significance in those 40 days of teaching, post resurrec?on.  You 
may remember that 40 is a rather important number in the Bible.   Noah endured a flood for 40 
days and nights.  For 40 years Moses led his people through the wilderness.   Jesus himself at the 
very beginning of his ministry was in the wilderness for a period of 40 days and the La?n root 
word for quaran?ne is the word forty.  The idea of quaran?ne hails from the Vene?an prac?ce of 
keeping a ship in isola?on for a period of 40 days.   For that ship, which came from a country 
outside of Italy, a country that may have been plague-stricken, this meant increased protec?on 
for the city and this prac?ce actually sounds a lot like what is going on in our world today.  And 
like us, those first disciples were wai?ng for an unknown future.  Acts chapter one tells us that 
those disciples were wai?ng to be bap?zed by the Holy Spirit.  The spirit would turn those 
disciples into bold witnesses for Jesus Christ in Jerusalem, in Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth. 

We share today this same call given to those first disciples.  We are called to be bold witnesses of 
Jesus Christ.  But what does that mean and what would others say about us and what do our own 
lives witness to?   I have learned from my own brief experience with the law that there are three 
kinds of witnesses.   I learned this last year when I served as a juror on a trial in Detroit; my 
husband also has had that honor.   And yet in both our trials they put out the same details--that 
there are three types of witnesses that we would be hearing from in our trial.  There would be lay 
witnesses, people who watch certain events and would describe them for us.  There would be 
expert witnesses, who are really specialists in their field or area.   And then we would also hear 
from character witnesses, someone who knew the vic?m firsthand or the defendant or others 
involved with that individual.  Although they did not see the crime or partake in the crime, they 
would be helpful in describing a person.    



In terms of our own Chris?an witness, our witness at ?mes is a lot like a lay witness.  We describe 
events that have happened in the past.  It's possible that we know our Bible stories, it's possible 
that we could describe to someone the basic tenants of faith, but we may not be closely involved 
with those details either, other than repor?ng them as facts.  Serving as a lay witness is living our 
lives on the fringes of faith it's not relying on the power of the Holy Spirit that Jesus promised.   
But at other ?mes all our lives may be described as serving as expert witnesses.  We might be 
able at ?mes to quote scripture, even discuss theology.  We may be able to describe exactly what 
a follower of God believes or what it takes to become a member of a church, but here again we 
are opera?ng on our own knowledge.  In our experience we’re opera?ng within the boundaries 
of our own strength and power.  But friends, there are these character witnesses-- these are the 
people that know the person of Jesus and speak, not of their own character, but of his character, 
and they do speak of his character in the way that they live their lives each and every day.   In this 
way Christ’s life, death, and resurrec?on and ascension makes a difference to an individual's life.  
Every single day they live new lives because Christ is alive within them by the power of God's Holy 
Spirit.   

I wonder, today, how would someone describe us?  In what category of witness would our lives 
fall?  I think an answer most of us may give to this ques?on is it depends on which day you ask! 
Our witness and our lives at ?mes vary in our own understanding of the power of God's Holy 
Spirit at work within us.  The good news of God today is that God does not ask any of us to serve 
as a witness without first giNing us with his Holy Spirit.  God promises us the spirit, and the power 
of that spirit is what enables and equips us to be his witnesses today.  That is the difference, the 
difference of a promise, and we are not witnesses by our own strength or power but by God’s 
power, and in order to receive God’s power we first receive the Holy Spirit. 

Now next week in our sermon series on Acts, Mark Hovermale will be talking more about this giN 
of God's Holy Spirit and how we receive it into our lives.  But before we have that discussion I 
want you to pause first and marvel at the idea that the same spirit that was present at the 
crea?on of the world, where it talks about in Genesis Chapter one, that that spirit which was 
hovering over the waters when God said “Let there be light” and there was light. That crea?ve 
spirit, that spirit which also raised Jesus Christ from the dead, is the same spirit that is on offer to 
each of us today.  It's the same spirit that God longs to give to us, to equip us to become his 
disciples and bold witnesses in the world today and we are called by God not only to be 
witnesses in our own community but to live our lives in such a way that the people we interact 
with and the circles with which our life travels that our witness of Christ would move beyond our 
city or our state or our country but ul?mately throughout the en?re world.   

Friends, ask yourselves where is God's Holy Spirit visible in my life today?  That's a hard ques?on 
for us to answer, par?cularly when all of us are puhng so much energy in simply trying to survive 
this ?me of quaran?ne.  But as new freedom comes, we ask ourselves again where is the spirit 
leading us both as individuals and as a church?    

There's a story about the journalist, Sir Henry Morton.  He discovered that famous missionary 
David Livingston in Central Africa and aNer that journalist spent a summer with David Livingston 
he wrote this, “If I had been with Livingston any longer I would have been compelled to be a 
Chris?an, even though David Livingston never said a single word about it!”   



Friends, how we live our lives has a tremendous impact on those around us.  We have the 
opportunity and privilege to serve as Christ’s witnesses today by the power of Christ’s Holy Spirit 
at work within us.  The book of Acts that we are studying now-- although it's oNen referred to as 
the Acts of the Apostles, really is about the acts of the Holy Spirit at work in the world of Jesus’s 
day and at work in our lives today.    

Will we boldly serve today as character witnesses to Jesus Christ?  Will our lives show, in the way 
that we care for each other and love each other and pray for each other, will it show we belong to 
Jesus Christ?   Will we boldly proclaim faith in this ?me of uncertainty, will we boldly live into our 
faith, trus?ng that the God whom we worship is faithful, and in his ?me and in his way, he will 
faithfully deliver us from this pandemic?  Friends, know that God longs to do even greater things 
in our lives and in our world today.  Let us be open to the movement of the Holy Spirit in our 
midst.   Amen. 

Would you all please pray with me. 
Loving God, we thank you that through every season and experience of life you do not change 
but remain faithful and loving towards us.  On this Memorial Day weekend, we remember those 
who have made the ul?mate sacrifice for our freedom.   We think of how they followed in the 
footsteps of your son, our Savior Jesus Christ.   We pray your blessing now upon their families 
who miss them, and we pray as well for the families of all the men and women serving our 
country today.    Bless them and strengthen them.  Protect all who serve in the military in our 
country at this ?me.  Protect all who serve your people today in the war against COVID-19.   Help 
us to be faithful to your spirit’s leading.  We pray today for all who are sick, be it in body, mind or 
spirit.   We pray for those who search for a cure during this virus and pray that they would be 
blessed with both wisdom and strength.  We pray your spirit’s power would be poured out upon 
all na?ons as we seek to navigate these unfamiliar waters.   Lord, in your presence, please bring 
peace, help, and healing.  We pray for all who are worried about their future today whether 
financially, occupa?onally, physically or otherwise.  Please bring needed help and guidance, we 
pray.  Bless all who cry out to you in grief or in need of your divine interven?on.  We thank you, 
Lord, that you are faithful and true, loving and full of mercy and grace.  We lean into your grace 
now as we join our voices to pray together: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors, and lead us not into tempta?on but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever.   Amen.  

Friends, on this Memorial Day weekend we take ?me to pause and remember those members of 
this congrega?on that have entered God's heavenly Kingdom within the last twelve months.  We 
thank God for the way that their lives have enriched our lives, in the way that their faith has 
inspired us.  We thank God for their love, we thank God for their service, and we pray that our 
lives would be con?nually strengthened by their example.   

Before I read their names let us remember the hope into which they died.  Let us listen to these 
words from the psalmist.  Psalm 23 proclaims,  



The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.  He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He 
leads me beside the s?ll waters; He restores my soul.   He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for his namesake.  Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me.  Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  You 
prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.  You anoint my head with oil; 
my cup runs over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life and I 
will dwell with the Lord forever.   Amen. 

Friends, the names I read to you today are listed in order of their passing within the last year. I 
begin with those who passed away most recently, ending with those who passed away nearly a 
year ago.  As each name is read you will hear a bell calling us to remember and thank God for the 
life of this church member.  Today as a church we thank God for the life of  

Rev. Abe DeVries  
David Wright  
Hugh Harsha  
Pete Burt  
Beth Walsh  
Tom Brady  
Zachary Rozof 
Bill Parmen?er 
Edwin Bondy 
Cindy Merrifield  
Jade Brode  
Bob MacKenzie  
Kay Loughran  
Arnold Park  
Chris?ne Armstrong  
Cal Mason  

Would you all please join me now in prayer.  Let us pray.  Holy God, we thank you for the pleasure 
and privilege of knowing such an amazing crowd of witnesses.  We praise you, dear God, for each 
of their lives and for their example of faith and service.  We pray your blessing today on their 
family members and friends.  We remember and thank you also today for others close to us who 
may not have been part of this church family but who are certainly part of your larger church 
family.  For all those whom we love and miss dear God, we thank you for the way that they have, 
and con?nue to shape our lives.  Please hear this, our prayer of gra?tude.  In Jesus’s name we ask 
this.   Amen.  


