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Rev. Emily Riley Campbell — Welcome and Announcements 

Welcome to Worship! Today is Sunday, March 28 and today is Palm Sunday. We are 
delighted that you are joining us here at First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth and today 
we will join our hearts and our voices with disciples throughout the ages who have 
shouted on this high and holy day, Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest!


On Palm Sunday we remember that Jesus came into Jerusalem riding on a donkey while 
crowds gathered to greet him, waving palms, and shouting, as you may have guessed, 
hosanna! Ashley Ashley will be here today preaching on Palm Sunday, but I am here, as 
well, along with Mark Hovermale and Darlene Maginley--all of us are serving as liturgists. 
Our amazing bell choir, along with Carole Moon, will be providing music for our service, 
today.


As a church we invite you to journey with us throughout Holy Week as we remember and 
celebrate Christ’s passion. You can be part of this sacred journey during this coming 
week by spending time with us in worship. On Thursday April 1st, we will be holding a 
Maundy Thursday service and this 30 minute online service is available to you at any time 
to watch during that day. I'm really pleased to say that our guest preacher for that service 
is Brendan Ashley, Ashley's husband. Our guest musicians for that special service are 
Kylie Phillips and her husband Ben Fisher and we're delighted they are back with us. as 
well.


Our journey through Holy Week continues on Good Friday, April 2nd. We hope you will join 
us, again, for our online service. that's available to you to watch at any point throughout 
the day. I will be preaching on the last words of Jesus spoken from the cross. And I am 
blessed to be leading that service, along with James Moore, who is a dear friend of our 
congregation, and a talented tenor, who will be providing music for us on that day. 


Finally, our journey through Holy Week ends with our Easter Sunday celebration. There 
are three services for you to choose from on that day. In addition to our online service, we 
are holding two parking lot services, one at 9:00 a.m. and one at 11:00 a.m. We just ask 
that you would please pre-register your vehicle through our church’s website for one of 
these identical parking lot services. Both of these services feature the talent of our 
Chancel Choir, that will be performing live outside, as well as the solid brass ensemble. 


One last announcement I have for this Holy Week and that is we are holding a special 
collection to support the ministry of our deacons within the church. In a typical year, the 
deacons receive their funding through the 5th Sunday collection which has not happened 
at all in the past year, since Covid began. We have been benefiting from the deacons’ 
ministry as they have reached out to over 70 college students; they have been providing 



Covid care kits and cancer care kits, End of Life booklets, and suppers of support for 
those in need. The deacons now need a little help from us to make sure they can continue 
their pastoral ministry, going forward. If you wish to support the work of the deacons here 
in the church, you can give, either online, simply indicating it's a special offering for the 
deacons, or by sending a check to the church. Just memo-line your check, “deacons” 
Thank you for any amount of help that you can send for this vital ministry of caring 
compassion.


Now let us prepare our hearts for worship on this holy day. Mark Hovermale will now lead 
us in prayer.


Rev. Mark Hovermale — Opening Prayer 

Let us pray. Lord, we come before you today, praising your name, as those who praised 
and welcomed your son entering into the Holy City all those years ago. We just take a 
moment, and we say thank you for that incredible week that changed the course of 
humanity and the course of our individual lives. As we begin Holy Week today, we take 
time to learn, reflect, and apply the lessons learned to our daily lives. We pray this time 
and this worship service brings praise and glory to you, as we remember the beginning of 
this and the Holy Week from many years ago. Amen. 


The Joyful Ringers Bell Choir and Carole Moon sing “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 

Darlene Maginley, Director of Children’s Ministry — Children’s Message 

Good morning, kids. I am so glad that you're here today for Palm Sunday, So, we have 
been talking about all of the times in the Bible that Jesus said, “I am”. And today he said, 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life.”


I was thinking about that for Palm Sunday. Do you remember the story of Palm Sunday 
when Jesus gets on the little donkey and he rides into Jerusalem and all of the people laid 
down palm branches on the road in front of him? I was thinking about how those palm 
branches led the way into Jerusalem for Jesus. That's exactly how Jesus is in our lives. 
He lays down signs or palm branches to show us how we're supposed to live. All we have 
to do is follow His example and follow the branches that He puts in our path to lead the 
right way to Him. 


I have a little craft that I made. I hope that you will take time to do this at home, too. All I 
did was to trace my hands and to cut the handprints out. I am going to glue them into a 
palm branch. But before I do that, do you remember our stick from last week? It wasn't 
very pretty but look what I can do with it. I can use it to tape on my handprints and we 
can make our own “palm branch” out of it. So now that I have put my palms on my stick, 
look how beautiful my stick has become. It's very useful. I can use it to wave my palm 
branch, or I can lay my palm branch in the path for Jesus to come. 


I was thinking how similar that is to our lives. Jesus can take our messy, not very pretty, 
lives, and He can turn them into something beautiful to be used for Him. So remember to 
follow His way, because He is the truth, and He is the one who gives us life.




Let's pray together. Dear Father, we thank you for making the journey to Jerusalem where 
you will eventually die on the cross but come back to life for us. Help us to remember to 
follow your way all through our lives. In your name we pray. Amen.


Rev. Emily Riley Campbell — Scripture Readings 

John 12:12-16 

12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was 
on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, 
shouting,


“Hosanna!”


“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”


“Blessed is the king of Israel!”


14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written:


15 “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; 
    see, your king is coming, 
    seated on a donkey’s colt.”


16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did 
they realize that these things had been written about him and that these things had 
been done to him.


John 14:1-14


“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My 
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 
going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You 
know the way to the place where I am going.”


5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?”


6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. 
From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”


8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”


9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you 
such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the 
Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority.  
Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say 
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence 
of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the 



works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I 
am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and 
I will do it.


Friends, this is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen.


Ashley S. Ashley, Associate Pastor — Sermon: “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life” 

Friends, let us pray. Gracious and loving God, open our hearts and minds by the power of 
your Holy Spirit so that as your scripture is read and your Word is proclaimed we may 
hear with joy what you have to say to us today. Amen. 


Friends, I am a very very very big Star Wars fan, so I'm excited when I can make a 
connection between Star Wars and scripture! Today just happens to be one of those 
days. You see, in the original Star Wars film, the main character Luke Skywalker finds 
himself whisked away from the quiet life that he knew and caught up in an intergalactic 
battle between the evil empire and the noble republic. 


Luke learns that his father was a Jedi Knight. With some training he, too, could become 
one. However, this training isn't easy and throughout the film we watch Luke express his 
frustration and his confusion. In one particular scene that I love, Luke is learning how to 
rely on his senses. His mentor tells him to let go of his consciousness and act on instinct. 
He then puts a helmet on Luke's head, making it impossible for him to see. Luke 
questions the purpose of this, clearly not understanding what his mentor is trying to teach 
him in this moment. However he continues with the exercise and after a mistake or two he 
makes some minor progress. 


Now, spoiler alert! Jump to the end of the movie with me. Luke finds himself flying 
towards the evil empire’s massive battle station with the task to destroy it. At the very last 
second he remembers the words of his mentor to use the force, so Luke switches off his 
targeting computer, trusts his instincts and destroys the enemy ship and brings balance. 
A good ending to the film. Hurrah! 


We know there are more movies to come, a lot more in fact. That's the conversation for a 
different day, but at least for Luke in each of these films he's faced with a myriad of 
temptations and challenges. In these moments it's the words of his mentor that he 
remembers, even if they were words that first made little sense to him, that see him 
through these trials and these temptations and that press him forward into the path that is 
ahead of him. 


And friends, I'd like to suggest this is true for the disciples of Jesus as well. You see in our 
first scripture passage for today Jesus arrives in Jerusalem and when the people who had 
gathered to celebrate Passover learn that Jesus is coming they rushed to greet him.


Verse 13 describes the scene, stating that they took palm branches and went out to meet 
him, shouting “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the 
King of Israel!” Soon after, we get a glimpse of the reaction of the disciples to all of these 
words. 


Verse 16 says that at first Jesus’ disciples did not understand at all. Take a moment to 
picture the disciples with me. We can imagine them standing on the side of the road 



watching their rabbi wander by on a donkey, looking back and forth at each other, with 
eyes wide as they take in the glee of the crowd. Or perhaps the disciples are walking just 
a little bit behind Jesus, having just arrived in Jerusalem with him, of course. Can you 
imagine them smiling awkwardly as one does, perhaps waving their hand and giving a 
timid shy wave to the crowd that surrounds their master. They might be confused in this 
moment, but they know that Jesus is special.


After all, only a day before they had eaten with Lazarus, the one Jesus had raised from 
the dead. But they were still only just beginning to understand just how special Jesus 
really was. Unfortunately, on their journey towards clarity, things would get a little bit more 
confusing before they gained the clarity they were seeking.


Jumping ahead two chapters in John, less than a week has passed since their arrival in 
Jerusalem. And now the disciples find themselves relaxing with Jesus and celebrating the 
Passover feast. It's been a strange few days because, in addition to the celebrated 
entrance, Jesus has predicted his own death and now just moments before, at dinner, 
Jesus adds two more predictions. One prediction is that one of the disciples will betray 
him, and the second is that Peter will deny even knowing him. 


Their hearts are uneasy. What is Jesus saying? What does any of this mean? It seems like 
the perfect moment for one of the disciples to turn to another and say, “I have a bad 
feeling about this.” It's in this precise moment of confusion and uncertainty that Jesus 
turns to them and in chapter 14, verse 1, says, 


“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.”


Jesus knows the last few days have been confusing, and, of course, Jesus also knows 
what's about to happen. He knows that the coming days will be filled with agony and with 
fear. He knows that their faith in him will be tested. He knows that soon their lives will be 
changed even more dramatically than they already have been. 


Jesus knows all of this. So he chooses this moment to leave them with some words of 
comfort and affirmation about what all of this has been about, a reminder of who He is 
and what He is doing. Jesus tells them in verse 6, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” 
One commentator reflects that, in this statement, all of the theology the gospel of John 
has been so masterfully weaving together in the previous fourteen chapters is 
summarized in this one line. All that Jesus claims to be and all that He claims to be doing 
can be found in this one simple statement. While this affirmation is a powerful statement 
for us to hear today, it would have been even more meaningful to the Jewish disciples 
who were hearing it for the first time. 


You see, in that statement Jesus took three of the basic concepts of Judaism—way, truth 
and life, and then made the incredible claim that in Him all three have found their final 
revelation!


First, Jesus says that He is the way. Jews talked extensively about the path or way in 
which people must walk in order to encounter God. In Deuteronomy 5, God says to 
Moses, “You shall not turn to the right or to the left; you must follow exactly the path that 
the Lord your God has commanded you.” And in Psalm 27 we hear the psalmist’s prayer 
of, “Teach me your way, oh Lord.” The disciples knew the importance of sticking to the 
path of the Lord. 




So what did it mean now that Jesus is claiming to be that path? Well, imagine that for a 
moment, you're like me, in that you are new to a place like Plymouth. Also imagine that, 
like me, you need a cup of coffee after church on Sunday. So you ask a person where the 
nearest Starbucks is. The person then proceeds to explain the route; but what if, instead 
of telling you the way, the person said, “Come on. I'll just take you there myself.” 


This is what Jesus does for us. He doesn't simply offer advice or direction. He takes us by 
the hand, and he leads us! He not only describes the way, but He is the way! You may 
remember that a few weeks ago we talked about Jesus’ statement, “I am the gate.” This 
is the same concept. Jesus is the way because he leads us to the presence of God. He is 
the passage between this life and the life to come. The statement is not intended to 
exclude, but instead to make undeniably clear how to access all of the promises that God 
offers to us. 


Next, Jesus says, “I am the truth.” We have just learned that Jesus is the way to knowing 
God and the gate that leads us to life with God forever; but who is this God exactly? 
While the Jews have been worshipping God for centuries, they have not encountered all 
of God directly at once. God speaks through prophets, angels and dreams. God appears 
in fire and a cloud. Even Moses was only allowed to see the back of God.


Jesus is the truth because he embodies the ultimate revelation of God. He is God made 
flesh, descended from heaven to walk amongst us. As one commentator puts it, “Jesus is 
God's gracious self-disclosure.” In verse 7, Jesus confirms this act of self-disclosure 
when he says that if you really know me, you will know my Father, as well. From now on 
you do know Him and you have seen Him. So who is God? The answer is simple—Jesus. 
And who is Jesus? Well, simply put, God. This is the truth that Jesus brings to us.


Finally, Jesus says that He is the life. Jesus is the one who has been present from the very 
beginning. John 1 refers to Jesus as the Word of God, a clear illusion to the creation 
account in Genesis. God simply spoke and all things then came into being. Jesus, as both 
the Word of God and the Son of God, is responsible for the super abundance of life that 
we are invited to experience, both now and forever. 


The statement also reminds us of the other “I am” statements that we have been studying 
during Lent. We are reminded that Jesus is the bread of life, the one who provides us with 
the living bread that will sustain us for eternity. We are reminded that Jesus is the true vine 
the one who nourishes us and helps us to thrive. And we recall that Jesus is the good 
shepherd, the one who lays down his own life so that we might live. 


There is one more “I am” statement. Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life.” 
Jesus claims the promise of a miracle so incredible, so important, so mystifying, that we'll 
just have to wait until next Sunday to hear more about it!


But for now the disciples are left to mull over the simple yet profound statement that 
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. If we continue reading in chapter 14 we will see 
that the disciples still have some questions. They struggle to fully grasp the meaning of 
what Jesus is telling them and how it impacts their lives. If we pause for a moment, we 
have to cut them some slack. There's a lot more that's about to happen in the next few 
days, but even though Jesus knows, the disciples don't yet fully grasp His words. 


He shares His foundational truth about His identity and work because He has great hope 
for them. He knows that although they might fumble along now, they will soon bear 



witness to the greatest event in human history. Jesus trusts that one day soon they will 
reflect on all that they have seen and heard and experienced. And they will realize the full 
meaning of these words. Jesus believes that in that moment His disciples will dedicate 
their lives to writing, speaking, and sharing all about this revelation. 


Jesus knows, that in their journey to spread the good news, they will face backlash, 
persecution, and even death. He leaves them with experiences like the arrival into 
Jerusalem and teachings like the “I am” statements, so that when they experience 
hardships they can reflect on all they have learned from Jesus and be strengthened to 
continue with their mission. 


Friends, as we sit here on Palm Sunday, we, too, might feel a lot like the disciples. We, 
too, may struggle to grasp the fulness of Jesus’ actions and the depths of His words. To 
that I simply say it's okay. It's okay, because Jesus shares these words with us knowing 
that while we might not fully understand them now we will grow to understand them with 
each new day. He shared these words with us knowing, that as we ponder them in prayer, 
study, sermons, and small group gatherings, they will be realized and understood.


Jesus shares these words with us, knowing that they will be a source of encouragement 
for us as we face the emotions of Holy Week, the wonderment of Easter, and the joys and 
hardships of each of our days ahead.


Friends, may the words of Jesus, the exclamation that, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life” serve as a reminder of who Jesus is and what He is doing in our world. Even as we 
grow each day in understanding the fullness of their meaning, may these words 
strengthen and sustain us through every season of our life. Amen.


The Joyful Ringers Bell Choir play “A Joyous Song” 

Ashley S. Ashley, Associate Pastor — Closing Prayer and Benediction 

Let us pray. Gracious and loving God, on this holy day of Palm Sunday we have so many 
mixed feelings inside of us. We remember your Son's triumphant entrance into Jerusalem 
with the people shouting praises and waving palm branches and we joined them with our 
own praise. Yet we also remember, too, that this wonderful parade for your son becomes 
another kind of parade, before officials and a booing crowd. Instead of the crowd singing 
his praises, they're shouting to crucify him. Our hearts are broken by those very shouts 
and the pain and suffering that we know he will soon bear on his own body.


Our God, we stand thankful, yet puzzled. What does this mean? How are we to 
understand all of this? And yet we can have hope, because even before our 
understanding, even in the midst of our questions and doubts, you set your face towards 
Jerusalem. You accepted the identity as the One who is the way, the truth, and the life. 


You call us to witness your actions, to hear your words, to learn what it means that you 
have come to extend hope, healing, peace, and love to all. Today, as we gather to ponder 
and celebrate the mysteries of faith, we know that there are people who need those 
mercies right now. God, bring hope to those who are struggling with pain, uncertainty, 



and loss; healing to those who suffer from addiction and physical and mental illness; 
peace to communities and families that are victims of senseless violence; and love to 
those who feel isolated, marginalized, unseen, and alone. 


As we move into the days ahead, grant us your power and your presence to sustain us. 
Bind us together, as one church, praying together the words that you have taught us to 
pray together, saying,


Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power and the glory forever.  
Amen. 


Friends, as we enter into Holy Week, let us remember what Jesus says, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life.” Jesus is the one who brings us to God, reveals the closeness of the 
Father and sustains us always. May these words bring us encouragement, even if we still 
have questions. As we embrace the mysteries of our faith, may our trust in God grow 
deeper still.


And may the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you and 
be gracious to you. May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and forever give you 
peace. Amen. 
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