
First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth, Michigan 
Commercial Break, Part 2 

“We Interrupt This Program for a Commercial Break” 
Sunday, February 14, 2021 

Ashley Smith Ashley, Associate Pastor 

Ashley S. Ashley, Associate Pastor — Welcome and Announcements 

Good morning, everyone, and welcome to the worship of God this Sunday, February 14 at 
First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth.  As many of you are probably already aware, today 
is not just Sunday, but also Valentine's Day.  So, please, let me be one of the first to wish 
you a very happy Valentine's Day.  


Given that this is a special Sunday, I actually have a special little gift.  My husband, 
Brendan Ashley will be joining me.  Let me give you a little bit of background about 
Brendan in case you haven't had a chance to meet him yet.  Brendan is also a graduate of 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  He graduated in 2016 with his Master of Divinity, with 
an emphasis in church planting.  While I was in school, Brendan served as a student 
pastor at two different congregations in the Pittsburgh area.  He is currently under care of 
the Pittsburgh Presbytery.  Our hope is that, at some point later this year, Brandon will be 
approved for the final stage of the Presbyterian care process and can start looking for his 
own congregation here in the Detroit area.  We'd really appreciate you keeping us in your 
prayers as Brendan completes this final part of the process.  You all actually will have an 
opportunity to hear Brendan preach, because he will be with us in April for our Maundy 
Thursday service, so something to look forward to.  And, finally, I just wanted to say thank 
you for the opportunity to let Brendan come and be my liturgist and be with me in worship 
this morning.  It's kind of a nerdy love of clergy couples, of Presbyterian pastors who are 
married, to lead worship together.  It's very fun for us to have an opportunity to do this, so 
again, thank you!  


I have a couple of announcements to share with you all this morning.  The first comes 
from our Session, so I want to read it to you directly as they wrote it.  Our church’s Annual 
Congregational meeting has been rescheduled for next Sunday, February 21st, at 12:00 
noon, via Zoom.  The purpose of this meeting is to elect the members of our 2021 
nominating committee, the names of the candidates being put forth are found in this 
week's bulletin.  In this meeting, we will also vote to approve the terms of call for the 
ministers, which at the recommendation of both the pastors and the Presbytery of Detroit, 
will remain flat this year.  By using this online Zoom format we've decided to not take any 
more chances with this Michigan winter weather.  Because this is a Zoom meeting, 
members will need to pre-register to attend.  We need at least 80 members to attend to 
have a quorum, and we need your help to meet this goal.  Your participation is greatly 
appreciated.  You can pre-register for this meeting today by clicking on the church’s 
Annual Meeting registration link, which can be found on the church’s website.  A big thank 
you from them and from all of us.  


The next announcement I have is about the Deacons’ End of Life planning book 
distribution.  Originally, we were hoping to distribute the book starting this weekend, but, 
again, due to inclement weather we have decided to postpone that distribution until 



February 27th and 28th.  Please see this week's bulletin for more information about this 
brand new ministry tool, and also to learn about how you can obtain a copy.  


My final announcement--It might be hard to believe, since it feels like we just finished 
celebrating Christmas, but Lent starts this week.  You will have an opportunity to watch 
our thirty-minute Ash Wednesday service at whatever time best suits your needs, starting 
this Wednesday, February 17th, because the service will launch very early in the morning.  
Let me take a minute to encourage you all to prepare your hearts for this season in the 
church calendar by taking time to worship and reflect on God's grace through this very 
special service.  


And, friends, right now we have an opportunity to worship as well, and I encourage you to 
prepare your hearts for that worship by listening to our opening prayer as led by Brendan 
Ashley.


Brendan Ashley — Opening Prayer


Will you join me for our opening prayer.  Let us pray.  Holy God, may we hear your voice in 
the stillness of the night and in the busyness of the day,  You call us and instruct us.  May 
we listen to you.  May we follow your example.  May we get up and act.  May we love 
others as you first loved us.  You have shown us what love looks like, both in your Son 
Jesus Christ, and in scripture.  Create in us a love that is patient and kind, one that does 
not envy nor boast, one that is not proud nor dishonorable to others, one that is not self-
seeking nor easily angered, one that keeps no record of wrongs.  Help us to become an  
embodiment of a love that delights in truth, always protects, trusts, hopes and 
perseveres.  Faithful God, take, this day, our worries, our fears, and all that distracts us.  
Restore your grace and mercy.  May we join with the sisters and brothers  who have gone 
before us and seek to honor you in the work of your kingdom with our acts of love.  
Amen.


Congregation sings, “Love Devine, All Loves Excelling,” the with Bell Choir 
(February 23, 2020)


Darlene Maginley, Director of Children’s Ministry — Children’s Message


Good morning, kids, and Happy Valentine's Day!  So pastor Ashley is talking today in her 
sermon about love and she shared a Bible verse where Jesus told us that he wanted us to 
love other people the same way that he loved us.  


So I talked to our Club 45 kids on Zoom about that this week and we all said that 
sounded like a great thing.  We should love other people the same way that Jesus loved 
us, until I reminded them that Jesus was willing to die for us because he loved us so 
much.  Now that was the point that every single kid on Club 45 said, “Oh, I'm not dying 
for anybody else!”  It was unanimous.  We all agreed we did not want to die for anybody 
else.  That's a pretty big step to take.  


Fortunately, Pastor Ashley also gave me another Bible verse.  It talks about what love 
actually is.  It says, “Love is patient, love is kind, love does not envy or boast.” 


Well, “patient”—we kind of know what that means.  Instead of getting mad we take a 
deep breath, and we calm down before we get angry at somebody.  


Now “envy” and “boast,” those are kind of big words.  So let's think about it this way.  If 
all you had on your Christmas list was a new Nintendo switch and you did not get it but 



your best friend did.  Well, that kind of mean feeling that you have inside that your best 
friend got something you really wanted--that's what happens when we envy other people.  
Now “boast,” that's what happens when you get the Nintendo switch and you kind of 
make your best friend feel bad about it.  You tell him, “I got a Nintendo switch and you 
didn't!”  So God tells us not to be envious or boastful, and I think we can all work on 
those things.  


But there's a little tiny word that came in the middle of all of that, that sometimes we 
forget.  Love is “kind.”  Well, we talk a lot in church about what being kind with other 
people is, and we always make it sound pretty easy.  Oh, if there's somebody who 
doesn't have a lot of friends in your school, invite them to sit with you at lunch, or if 
somebody's having a hard time, say a prayer with them.  But, in reality, that's not always 
easy, because sometimes we're embarrassed.  Sometimes we don't want our friends to 
make fun of us, too.  


But God doesn't always tell us that loving people is supposed to be easy.  Sometimes he 
wants us to do something that is hard for us.  So today, I want you to think about some 
easy way that you can take a little step toward loving somebody who maybe is having a 
hard time or struggling in some way.  And this is my promise to you, if you take a little 
step today for something that seems kind of hard, tomorrow when you take another step 
it'll get easier for you, and the day after that it'll be even easier.  And all of a sudden you 
will find out that you're not just taking little steps for God you are taking giant leaps for 
God and that's what the Bible verse is all about—loving others the same way that Jesus 
loved us and took a big step for us.


So let's pray together.  Dear God, today it's really hard for us to take a little step, but we 
ask you to give us strength to take that little step and to help us to develop those strong 
muscles that we need to take the giant leaps for you.  We thank you that you loved us so 
much that you sent Jesus who gave us the greatest gift of all, His love.  All of these things 
we ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  


So happy Valentine's Day, kids, and go out and take a little step.


Brendan Ashley — Scripture Reading


John 15:12  (NRSV) 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.


1 Corinthians 13:4-7  (NIV)


4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It 
does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It 
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres


James 1:22  (NIV)


22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.


This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.


Ashley S. Ashley, Associate Pastor — Sermon 



“It's a beautiful day in the neighborhood, a beautiful day for a neighbor.  So, won’t you be 
my, could you be my, please won't you be my neighbor?”   

Hello, neighbors!  In case you need a reminder, those song lyrics that I just sang (maybe a 
little out of tune!) belong to the introduction for the beloved children’s show Mr. Rogers’ 
Neighborhood.  Now, as a kid, Mr. Rogers was one of my favorite programs, but it wasn't 
until I was older, until I was an adult, that I really came to appreciate the simple but 
actually deep beauty that is Mr. Rogers and his messages.  Although Mr.  Rogers rarely 
discussed his faith on air, his television program was actually profoundly spiritual.  It 
rested on the simple refrain that we see repeated over and over again in scripture:  “Love 
your neighbor.”


This commandment most commonly evokes images and memories of Matthew 22, Mark 
12 and Luke 10,  and Jesus’ recital of the two greatest commandments.  The first, of 
course, being to love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength, and the second being like it, to love your neighbor as 
yourself. However these passages aren't the only ones to talk on this topic.  Earlier this 
week I came across a list of all the verses in the New Testament that contained the 
specific phrase, “love one another,” and I counted thirteen usages in total.  This got me 
thinking like where else in scripture, in the Old and New Testaments, can I find a similar 
message.  You won't be surprised to hear that I actually found a ton of verses that 
mentioned love, making reference to loving one's enemy, neighbor or simply one another.  


This find shouldn't be surprising.  After all, the entire narrative of scripture tells the story of 
God's deep love for us.  In the Old Testament we see God coming to God's people's aid 
time and again, whenever they were in trouble, even when the people were continuously 
turned away from God.  And then in the New Testament we see God act out of a great 
abundance of love, coming to earth, taking on flesh, walking with God's people and 
loving everyone, not just the expected ones.  Finally in death and resurrection, Jesus 
overcomes sin and invites us into God's eternal embrace to enjoy God's love forever.  


This is the background for the words that we see in John's gospel—“This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”  We are called to be 
imitators of Christ’s selfless sacrificial love, sharing with joy what has been first given to 
us.  We spend a lot of time in the church talking about love and how to embody it, and 
well we should.  While love might seem like a simple topic, I have the feeling that if I had 
the ability to poll all of you out there, that we would all come up with slightly different 
definitions of love, or at the very least, different types of examples of how to express love.  


Turning to scripture, I immediately think of 1 Corinthians 13, verses 4 through 7, a 
passage that's often used in wedding ceremonies to describe love.  It reads, “Love is 
patient,  love is kind, love does not envy,  it does not boast.  It does not dishonor others, it 
is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not 
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
and always perseveres.”  


Reading through this passage I was struck by the language used to describe love.  The 
verse doesn't read, someone who loves is patient or a person who expresses love is kind. 
Instead, it states that love is patient, love is kind.  Love here is embodied.  It is an action 
indistinguishable from a person.  it is a part of a person’s own identity.  


I'm sure you won't be surprised to hear that developing this kind of love-based identity 
doesn't happen overnight.  We slowly learn how to take it on as we embrace a liturgy of 



love.  The word liturgy is defined as the repeated movements, practices and phrases that 
shape us into a particular way of life.  Theologian James K.A. Smith adds that they are 
loaded with an ultimate story about who we are and what we are.  


Mr. Rogers was the perfect example of someone who cultivated a liturgy of love.  Every 
morning he woke up at 5:00 a.m. for prayer, reflection, and scripture reading.  First he 
would pray for all of his friends and family by name.  Then he would take a look at his 
daily schedule and pay particular attention and make sure to pray for those with whom he 
was interacting with that day.  And his prayers didn't end there, but continued into a 7:30 
a.m. daily swim.  As he dove into the pool he would sing, “Jubilate Deo, jubilate Deo, 
alleluia (Rejoice in the Lord, rejoice in the Lord, alleluia)” 

One of his friends put it, “Fred would emerge from the pool ready to face each new day 
with a fresh slate with Christ at the center of his mind and at his heart, as if wet from his 
very own baptism.  Mr. Rogers knew what story he wanted to tell and he allowed his 
repeated movements and practices to shape him into an ambassador of that story.  In 
fact, he was so dedicated to this story and to his liturgy of love that he even weighed 143 
pounds.  And why is that important, do you ask?  Well, it takes one letter to say “I,” four 
letters to say “love,” and three letters to say “you.”  1-4-3; I love you.  The embodiment of 
love.   


Last week Mark pointed out that the decisions we make and the values we prioritize 
define what makes up our very own commercials.  Liturgies of love are exactly like that.  
The decisions we make every day, over and over again, turn into rhythms of life which 
turn into the practices that shape our way of life.  These practices reflect our values 
because we, of course, will act based on what is most important to us.  


To take a minute to pause, what are your daily habits?  What does your daily routine say 
about who you are?  And, what is most important to you?  Do these habits help you 
embody a liturgy of love?


Returning to our passage from 1 Corinthians, chapter 13, we learned that love isn't just 
embodied, it is active.  Love is patient, kind, protecting, trusting, hopeful and perseveres.  
These are certainly actions that many of us have come to expect from a person who is 
very loving.  However, today I'd like to focus on one characteristic of love that often gets 
overlooked or at the very least isn't always fully developed in verse 6.  We read that love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  Now in some ways this seems straight 
forward.  Don't lie, be honest, seek out the truth, and make sure to share that truth with 
others, but I think there's a deeper meaning here, too.  Speaking the truth sometimes 
means involving ourselves in conversations or situations that we might otherwise want to 
ignore.  It means recognizing the hard realities of our world and instead of turning away in 
fear we turn into them with kindness and patience.  


Although some might remember Mr. Rogers for his cardigan or his puppets, many more 
remember him for the lessons they learned about life while watching his show.  He never 
shied away from discussing hard topics.  Over the years, Mr. Rogers addressed national 
crises like the assassination of Robert Kennedy, or the events of 9/11.  He challenged 
racial inequality through his intentional on-air interactions with actors of color and he 
discussed emotional topics such as death and divorce.  


Now few of us are famous television personalities with the ability to influence popular 
culture, but all of us have the ability to lean into hard moments and create space for what 
can be difficult conversations.  To give an example of this, I've recently had the privilege 



to serve with our deacons in finalizing the resource, “Going home,” an End of Life booklet.  
Talking with loved ones about their, or our, end of life plans can be hard, but entering into 
the space without any planning at all can sometimes be all the harder.  To love one 
another in this way, to rejoice in the truth, doesn't mean having all the answers.  It doesn't 
mean that everything will always be filled with joy, but it does mean that the topic we're 
talking about is important, that it matters to us.  It means that we trust that God is with us 
and guiding us as we navigate the road of uncertainty together.  


This high calling to love in an embodied way that reflects patience, kindness, and the 
other attributes listed in 1 Corinthians can feel like a daunting challenge.  You might find 
yourself wondering if all of us are really capable of this calling.  You might be wondering if 
you are capable of it.  


About a month ago, I found myself wondering the exact same thing.  On January 14th, 
Joanne Rogers, the beloved wife of Fred Rogers, died.  When I heard the news I was 
overcome with emotion.  Joanne had dedicated her life to continuing the ministry that her 
husband worked so hard for.  In that moment, it felt like the world had lost another great 
pillar of faith, had suffered a tremendous loss of love.  Who else could fill their shoes?  
Who else would come after them?  As I sat there, it occurred to me that people like Fred 
Rogers aren’t special.  But hold on, let me just say that, yes, he did great things for so 
many people.  But in reality he’s no different than you or me.  Like me, he’s simply another 
person from Pittsburgh, another alumnus of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, another 
Presbyterian pastor, and like all of us, he’s another spouse, another friend, another 
parishioner, another dedicated Christian who’s just trying to find their way in this world.


In the 2019 film, “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood,” Joanne Rogers had this to say 
about her husband being called special or, specifically, a saint, “I’m not fond of that term.  
If you think of him as a saint, then his way of being is unattainable.  He worked at it all the 
time, it’s a practice.  He’s not a perfect person.”  And she’s right, of course.  His work isn’t 
unattainable.  It is simply the result of a practiced Christian life, one that we too can attain.  
And he wasn’t a perfect person.  


Friends, I think we can all agree.  The same is true for us.  But thanks be to God that God 
doesn’t call us to be perfect.  God simply calls us to be obedient.  James 1, verse 22 says 
“Do not merely listen to the word and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.”  


And what is scripture telling us to do?  It’s telling us to love each other as God has loved 
us and to love others with the same love that is active and embodied.  So, friends, let us 
create rhythms, practices, and postures in our own lives that allow us to take on a liturgy 
of love.  Let us understand the freeing power of love that God is calling us to share, a love 
that embraces not only the beautiful moments of life, but sometimes the hard moments as 
well.  And let us look to those who came before us, some like Mr. Rogers, for inspiration.  
But let us never forget that we, too, have the same capacity to be a welcoming, caring, 
kind and loving neighbor.  Amen.


Cindy Jones and Peggy McKinley singing  “Beholding All Your Glory” 
(Accompanied by Kimberly Swan) 

Ashley S. Ashley, Associate Pastor — Closing Prayer and Benediction


Let us pray.  Gracious God, we can't help but marvel at how deeply you have loved us, 
how you willingly stepped into our existence, how you chose to come and empathize with 
all of our concerns.  Teach us to love others as you have loved us, Lord Jesus.  We stand 



amazed at how sacrificially you have loved us, how you completely gave yourself for us, 
how courageously you suffered for our sake.  Teach us to love others as you have loved 
us, Lord Jesus.  We are eternally grateful at how restoratively you have loved us, how 
generously you shared your life, how extravagantly you make yourself available to us.  
Teach us to love others as you have loved us, Lord Jesus.  Teach us to love those who are 
broken, those who suffer, who mourn, who doubt, who despair, who show anger, who 
hurt, those who feel helpless, and those who feel nothing at all.  Teach us to be love, to 
develop rhythms and practices that draw us closer and closer to you and to your love, so 
that we, in turn, can embody that love and share it with others.  Teach us to act with love, 
to face each moment of life, the exceedingly good moments, the impossibly hard 
moments, and all of those in between, with a desire to hold space for a wide breath of 
emotions and a desire to speak truth.  We praise you, O God, for your love which is given 
so freely and so unconditionally to us, and we thank you for believing that we can learn to 
offer such love to each other.  Join our hearts together and teach us your ways as we pray 
together the words your son taught us,


Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power and the glory forever.   
Amen.


Friends, as we go from this place, may we go in love, remembering the love that God has 
so graciously given to us, orienting our daily practices and priorities to reflect that love, 
and believing that we are all capable of being a loving neighbor.


And may the Lord bless you and keep you, may the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you.  May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and forever give you peace.  Amen.  
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