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Rev. Emily Riley Campbell — Welcome and Announcements 

It is with joy that I welcome you to worship today.  My name is the Reverend Emily Riley 
Campbell, and we are delighted that you have joined us in worship at First Presbyterian 
Church Plymouth.  Today is Sunday, January 31st, and in this time of worship we will be 
concluding our month-long sermon series on the subject of light and the difference that 
Christ makes as the light of the world in our every experience of darkness.


I'm joined in leading worship today by Ashley Ashley, our Associate Pastor, who is serving 
as our liturgist, and also Darlene Maginley, our Director of Children's Ministry is here today 
with a word for our children.  I'm also grateful to Susan Underhill for blending older pieces 
of our worship services in the past with new elements for today.  And I'm grateful to the 
Fifth Season women’s singing ensemble, directed by Sharon Smith, who will be providing 
some of our music today.


Friends, I am very pleased to share with you the news that in addition to our weekly online 
worship services we are now offering weekly live parking lot worship services at 10:00 
a.m.  We continue to ask you to pre-register your vehicles.  In that way we have your 
email in case we need to contact you on the Saturday night before the Sunday in the 
event of inclement weather.  If we need to cancel a service because of very bad weather, 
we will email you by 8:00 p.m. the Saturday before the Sunday.  So if you don't hear from 
us, assume everything is great and the service will take place as planned, but please 
register so we can contact you in that case.


Also, it is with great pleasure that I announce that our church’s Thrift Shop is reopening, 
beginning Groundhog Day, February 2nd, for its normal winter business hours.  You can 
see those hours listed on your screen and the Thrift Shop will be following all Covid 
protocols as they reopen.


At this time, friends, one last announcement before we prepare our hearts for worship 
today.  Our church’s annual congregation meeting will be held immediately after our 
parking lot service on February 7th at approximately 10:40 a.m.  We will be voting on the 
members of the nominating committee, whose names are available for you to see today in 
our online bulletin.  And we will be voting on ministers’ terms of call which, at the urging 
of both the ministers and also the Presbytery of Detroit, will remain exactly the same as 
they were last year.  Friends, we made this decision to hold the meeting in the parking lot 
because we know that this is the greatest chance we have of having a quorum present on 
the correct date and time.  Although we've done Zoom congregational meetings in the 
past at specially called afternoon meetings, that was when there really was no other 
option for us to meet live and have a quorum present.  We understand that this forum may 
not be to the liking of everyone or convenient for everyone, but as with everything during 



Covid, we ask for your patience and grace as we simply try to forge ahead the very best 
we can.  We hope, if possible, you will join us for worship in the parking lot on Sunday, 
February 7th.


Now let us prepare our hearts for worship as we join with our congregation from the past 
in singing “Arise your Light Is Come.”


[Congregation sang: “Arise, Your Light Is Come”] 

Ashley Smith Ashley, Associate Pastor — Opening Prayer 

Let us pray.  Gracious and loving God, you are the light of the world, a beacon calling out 
to us, day and night, offering peace, hope, purpose, and direction.  But all too often we 
ignore this light and attempt to forge our own path, believing that we know what is best 
for ourselves and our neighbors.  Our selfish desires darken our hearts.  Lord, make us 
children of your light. Teach us how to pursue your goodness, righteousness, and truth so 
that we can please you and bring honor to your kingdom,  May this time together today 
help us shine like a city on a hill, like a lampstand in a dark room, so that, through us, all 
might come to know of your good and faithful work.  Amen.


[Darlene Maginley, Director of Children’s Ministry — Children’s Message] 

Ashley Smith Ashley, Associate Pastor — Scripture Readings 

Matthew 5:14-16  (NRSV) 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after 
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives 
light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.


Ephesians 5:14-16  (NIV)  

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children of 
light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 

and find out what pleases the Lord.


2 Corinthians 4:5-7 

5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who said, “Let light 
shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.


7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this 
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.


Friends, this is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.


Rev. Emily Riley Campbell — Sermon 

Would you please pray with me.  God of light, illumine our darkness, we pray.  Help us to 
draw near to you, through your word and by the power of your Holy Spirit at work.  This 
we ask in Jesus’ name.  Amen.




Friends, throughout the past month, as a congregation, we have been on a journey in 
search of light, specifically, the light of God.  After ten-plus months of living through the 
darkness of this global pandemic, I believe that we would all benefit from the hope, 
comfort, and peace that the light of God brings.  


Our quest to find that light and that hope started originally on Epiphany Sunday, which is 
the first Sunday in January.  On that special Sunday, we remembered the light of a star 
which first led the wise men to Jesus.  We handed out stars on that day to everyone able 
to join us for our parking lot worship, and these stars had words of direction and guidance 
on them taken directly out of scripture.  If you have not yet requested a star word to be 
sent to you, there is still time.  Reach out to us through our online visitor book and let us 
know that you want to take part in this star Sunday celebration.


But as we moved away from Christmas and that famous nativity star, we turned our 
attention to the light of creation, spoken about both in Genesis and in John's gospel.  
Together, we studied those words from John, chapter 1:  “The light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness has not overcome it.”  It was a tremendous encouragement for us to 
remember that the same God who powerfully pushed back the darkness of creation, as 
described in Genesis 1, also pushes back the darkness of our lives today.


Moving on in our journey or quest to learn more about the light of God led us to consider 
the bold declaration found in John, chapter 8, at verse 12.  Jesus is recorded there, 
saying: “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but 
will have the light of life.”  As the light provided by God in Jesus Christ brings healing to 
the brokenness and sin of our lives, Christ restores our relationship with God.  As we 
explore exposing more of our lives to the light of Christ, we grow in both faith and love.


Now, last week Ashley reminded us that if we put on the armor of light which is described 
in Romans, chapter 13, at verse 12, when we do this we imitate Christ’s life.  She further 
explained that when we polish our armor, we do so by engaging with God's Word.  We 
adjust that armor through prayer.  We practice wearing that armor of light by serving 
others.


Well, today, dear friends, our series on light ends with another of Jesus’ bold declarations 
about this subject.  This declaration is found in Matthew, chapter 5, beginning at verse 14. 
There, Jesus says: “You are the light of the world.”  This is a cataclysmic shift from Jesus' 
earlier declaration where he said of himself, “I am the light of the world.”  How is it 
possible that we somehow are the source of the light of God?  My first thought was that 
this has to be a mistake.  There is no way that God would leave us in charge of sharing 
his light!  


I began a deeper search to understand the meaning behind these words from Matthew's 
gospel.  First in my search, I was led to John, chapter 9, at verse 5, where Jesus says, 
“As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  Okay, this starts to make a bit 
more sense.  When Jesus was physically present with his disciples, he was the source of 
light, but now after his death and resurrection and ascension, Jesus is passing that baton 
to us, in saying we are the light of the world.  Still, to me, this does not seem like a 
particularly good idea.  In fact, it sounds a bit of a terrible idea!  What hope does this 
world have if we are the source of God's light?  


Thankfully, God speaks into our confusion.  As the Apostle Paul writes in Ephesians, 
chapter 5, in verse 8, which Ashley read for us earlier in our service.  “For you were once 



in darkness, but now you are in the light of the Lord.  Live as children of light.”  And it 
says at the end of that passage, “Find out what pleases the Lord.”  To find out what 
pleases the Lord—well, that sounds, actually, like very good advice.  But what does 
please God? Staying close to God pleases God.  Staying close through scripture and 
prayer, through worship, serving others, following the example of Jesus Christ--all these 
please God.  


Jesus says we are not to hide our light: “No one after lighting a lamp puts it under a 
bushel basket but on a lampstand and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way 
let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
their father in heaven.”  These words from Matthew, chapter 5, beginning at verse 14, 
were given specifically to the people of Israel.  The “city on the hill” described in that 
passage is actually a reference to the city of Jerusalem.  It actually sits on a hill and it was 
called by God to serve as a beacon of hope for all to see.  It was to reflect the light of 
God, not simply for the Israelites living in the city, but that city was to serve as a light to 
the Gentiles.


It was to be an example to the entire world.


All these sayings that originally applied to Israel now apply to all who follow Jesus.  We 
are called to be a light to the Gentiles today, which really is a way of saying we are called 
to be a light to all people.  We are called to share the light of God with all people.  We are 
called to do good works as our grateful response to the hope that Christ brings within our 
hearts and lives.  The work that we do is never to glorify ourselves, but it is to glorify God.  
The Greek word that describes the good works mentioned in Matthew, chapter 5, is 
actually the specific word that means that that good is attractive to others.  It is more than 
simply being good in quality; it is the good that captivates the heart, mind, and soul.  It 
captivates and grabs our full attention when we are able to share this type of goodness 
with others.  We share the light of Christ at work in us and through us, by the power of 
God’s Holy Spirit.  


What's most important for us is that we keep our focus in serving, whatever that type of 
serving may be.  Whatever we are called to do, we must keep our focus upwards.  If we 
keep our eyes on God and not on ourselves, then we will be focused on giving glory to 
God.  But yet we're called at the same time to reach out in service to others, following 
Christ’s example, which means we serve without complaining, we serve, giving selflessly.  
As we reach out to others, we are called yet to grow deep roots of faith, as we continue to 
study God's word and grow close to God in worship and prayer.


Now, friends, if we take on that posture, think about this with me for a minute.  We're 
looking up, focused on God.  We're reaching out to others and we are grounded deep in 
faith.  What posture is that?  Well, our bodies literally become crosses!  As our focus is up 
and out, and our feet are grounded, the light of that cross is the light and the posture that 
reflects God at work as light in the world today.  But friends, there's one last thing and this 
is important.  For just as the cross of Christ allows that light of God to be visible in our 
lives in the world today, the cross of Christ also reminds us of brokenness and how 
brokenness can become a strength.  Christ’s body was broken on the cross, and yet that 
very brokenness brought us our salvation!  


We may think that we could never serve as a light for God because of the brokenness in 
our lives, but God says that this is not the case.  God is actually in the business of 
redeeming our brokenness.  It is his specialty!  Ashley shared with us earlier in this service 



important words from 2 Corinthians, chapter 4, at verse seven.  It says, “But we have this 
treasure, and that treasure is the light of God.”  It has been  given to us in clay jars, fragile 
jars, breakable jars, so it may be clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and 
does not come from us.  Our brokenness actually allows God's strength to shine.


Friends, let's be very clear with each other.  God is not looking for perfect disciples to 
shine his light.  There are no perfect disciples in our world.  God knows that we are not 
perfect and will never be perfect until we live with God in heaven.  What God desires from 
us is not our perfection but our willingness to shine in spite of our brokenness and 
failures. God desires our willing spirit to keep trying, to keep reaching out, to keep looking 
up, to keep digging deep.  What matters is not that we will fail at times, because all of us 
will.  What matters is that we never stop trying to share the light of God with others.  What 
matters is what comes after we fail; we do not give up trying, because God has never and 
will never give up on us.  


Our world needs light.  You and I both know that.  I was reminded recently by a 22 year-
old woman from Los Angeles that the world knows and understands that we all need 
light. Amanda Gorman is our country's first ever youth poet laureate.  Regardless of your 
political perspective, I hope you can agree that there is truth found in her words, words 
shared as the inaugural poem which begins and ends this way.  She began by asking a 
question about light and that question went like this, “When day comes, we ask ourselves 
where can we find light in this never ending shade?”  After a long discussion through her 
poem, she ends the poem by saying, “For there is always light if only we are brave 
enough to see it, if we are only brave enough to be it.”


My prayer today is that we would be brave enough to reflect the light of Christ at work in 
our lives and in this world today.  May God help us as we seek to shine His light always.  
Amen.  


[Fifth Season sang “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”] 

Rev. Emily Riley Campbell — Prayers of the People 

As we move into prayer this morning, we recognize that how we live our lives is an act of 
worship, our response to God's love and grace.  Part of our response is giving back to 
God our time, talents, and treasure in gratitude.  Recognizing this fact in our prayer today 
we will dedicate our offering to God, acknowledging that people give back to God in so 
many different ways.  However you have given to God this morning, we want to say thank 
you to you, and I invite you now to please join me in prayer.


Let us pray.  Holy God, you are our light, our love, our hope and peace.  Thank you for 
filling our lives with such good things.  Thank you for filling our lives with your presence, 
given so generously through your Word and Spirit.  Please receive our offering this day, in 
whatever form we've given it, as an act of worship.  May our time, talents and treasure be 
a blessing to you and be used to build up your kingdom here on earth.  


Continually teach us, dear God, what it means to serve as your light in the world today. 
May we shine with gratitude, hope and love always, through every joy and challenge in 
life. 


We lift up our world and continue to pray for its healing.  We ask specifically for healing 
and protection from the virus.  We thank you for the blessing of a vaccine.  We pray for 
healing from racism and hatred and injustice.  




We thank you for showing us through your life the necessity of reconciliation.  Help us to 
love each other even when we disagree with one another.  We lift up individuals known to 
us and those known only to you who are in need today.  Please bring comfort to all who 
grieve, healing to all who are sick, help and hope to all who are worried about the future.  
Help us to offer the light of your presence to everyone with whom we have contact.  We 
love you, Lord, and pray that you would strengthen us as we seek to live our lives forever 
worshipping you.  


Please receive our prayers this day.  We ask in the strong name of Jesus Christ your son 
who has taught us when we pray to say together,


Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power and the glory forever.   
Amen. 


Rev. Emily Riley Campbell — Benediction and Blessing 

Friends, know that you are the light of the world.  Go from here today ready to let your 
light shine before others so that you may give glory to God your Father in heaven.  Go in 
the power and peace of God.


And as you go from here today, may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit rest upon you and on every person that you meet, this day and forever more.  
Amen.  
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