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Rev. E.R. Campbell     ON-LINE worship     May 3, 2020     Habakkuk 1 

 

“Lessons From Habakkuk:  A Faith That Wavers” 

 

Let us pray:  Gracious God, we do not always understand how you are at work, but we 

trust that you are here.  Please work out Your holy purposes in us and in your world. This 

we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

1.   Friends, this 51 DAYS is a LONG time to be SHELTERED AT HOME.  

Although I am certain that every single one of us copes with the experience of 
isolation in different ways, I am also certain that we share common feelings 

about this experience. 

 

2.   I have heard more than one person say that the longer this experience goes on, 

the more disconnected they are feeling about life in general.  As a result, I sense 

that our frustration levels are also growing.  It is easy to become discouraged 
and detached. 

 

3.  These feelings are precisely why, I am so very grateful to the actor John 

Krasinski, who prior to this crisis, was perhaps best known for his work on the 

sitcom The Office.  But in this time of crisis, John Krasinski has truly stepped up to 

serve us all by creating a You Tube station simply entitled SGN  which is short for 
SOME GOOD NEWS.   

 

4.  Once a week on this station, Krasinski reports on stories of hope and 

encouragement for 15 minutes from around the world.   

 

5.  Just last week, within his program Krasinski shared the story of an elderly man 
and his caretaker.  This man was apparently missing his late wife so much, that he 

slept with her picture every night.  When his caregiver discovered this, she went the 

extra mile to have a pillow made for this man with the picture of his late wife 

digitally imprinted on it.   

 

6.  They shared the video clip of the man receiving the pillow, and when he first saw 
it, he laughed heartily, but in a split second, his laughter turned into tears, 

and THAT SWEET MAN wept openly as he hugged that pillow for the 

very first time.  There was not a dry eye in our house as we watched that video. 
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7.  Friends, I share this story with you today because ONE LESSON, I THINK WE 

HAVE ALL LEARNED FROM the Covid-19 virus is that life itself can change in 

a split second. As fast as laughter can change to tears, our world has 
changed. 

 

8.  Consider this... in early March of this year, most of us were not overly concerned 

about our health but in the blink of an eye our world changed to the point where 

now in early May we can’t go anywhere without protective gloves and masks.    

 
9.  Similarly, in the time it takes for a laugh to turn to tears, it seems that 

millions of people have moved from a place of financial security to a 

place of unemployment and a very uncertain future.    

 

10.  Friends, because our lives and world can change abruptly, we must 

make sure that our faith can adapt to life’s changes and challenges.  
 

11.  That’s where the Old Testament prophet Habakkuk comes in.   In his short 

book, the prophet teaches that whenever great change is thrust upon us, 

and ESPECIALLY UNWANTED CHANGE, WE MUST DO A BIT OF 

WRESTLING WITH GOD. 

 
12.    Habakkuk complains, “How long, Lord, must I call for help but you do not 

listen?” 

 

13.   The prophet is very honest in expressing his concerns to God and 

Biblical scholars will tell you that this prophet actually engaged in an 

argument with God.   
 

14.  Habakkuk complained, and the Lord answered.  Habakkuk 

complained a second  time and the Lord answered a second time.  This 

argument went back and forth like this for 2 whole chapters and ultimately led 

Habakkuk to a deeper experience of worship. 

 
15.  Habakkuk is certainly not the first person of faith to with engage God in an 

argument.  Moses did this in Exodus chapters 3-4, the prophet Jeremiah did this in 

the very first chapter of his book, Job argues with his friends for most of his book 

but his argument really is with God.  And if you are familiar with that story, then 

you already know that God answered Job.  Boy, does God answer. 
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16.  But friends, for God to answer our complaint, like he does for 

Habakkuk, or Moses, Jeremiah, or Job, we must not just complain but 

also  listen  and wait patiently for a response.  Keep in mind that God’s 
idea of timing is very different than our own. 

 

17.    Friends, I believe that the God whom we worship wants to engage his people 

today in meaningful conversations, even if those conversations first come in the 

form of an argument.  It is OK to get mad or stroppy with God.  God can handle it.  

Can you?  Habakkuk was not holding back his punches when he asked, “Why are 
you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than 

themselves?  (Hab. 1: 13b) 

 

18. Often, friends, our stroppiness or frustration with God comes from our own 

experiences wrestling with the deeper questions of faith.   

 
19.  We wrestle with life’s question.  We present our argument and our frustration      

before God and we wait in faith listening, learning, and praying, thereby continuing 

the conversation.   

 

20. From Habakkuk, I believe that it is possible to let our questions and 

feelings of discomfort lead us to develop deeper roots of faith.   
 

21.    We’re going to need those deep roots going forward because our lives and our 

world will not emerge from this crisis exactly as we once were.   If we hope to 

handle the challenges of our day, our faith cannot remain the same as it once was. 

We must grow even if that growth comes out of our struggle with God. 

 
22.  If we do not struggle to grow, we could end up like the 3 seeds in the Parable of 

the Sower.  Four seeds are planted, but only one takes root.  Three of the seeds fail 

to thrive or are simply carried away. Only one seed planted its roots deep, and its 

growth yields thirty, sixty, a hundredfold.    

 

23.  Real problems require real faith.  But to develop that deeper faith, 
start by being honest with God with your questions, with your concerns, 

be honest even about your complaints. 

 

24.  Argue with God if necessary.  But also Ask God for help. Appeal for 

more faith, for a deeper faith. 

 



4 
 

25.  Just this week, I was blessed by listening to someone whose faith you can see 

growing through hardship.  Mark Oestreicher is a lifelong youth worker.  He goes 

around the country training youth workers and he is a regular speaker at Spring Hill 
camp here in Michigan because he comes from Michigan.   

 

26.  In this youth workers broadcast, Mark shared how in the last month both of his 

parents died within 2 days of each other from the Covid virus.   

 

27. He was very open about his struggles with feelings of grief, and he was honest in 
thanking people for supporting him during his family struggles.  He shared that his 

own faith has been strengthened, his faith deepened, during this time of pain and 

loss, by remembering that God is Emmanuel, God with us. 

 

28.  God is always with us in our times of joy as well as in our times of grief.  God 

longs to be near to us. 
 

29.  We remember and proclaim that God is very near to us today as we turn to our 

communion celebration.   

 

30.  Let’s all draw near to God as we listen to these words of invitation.. 

 

 

 

 

 


